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Introduction: What is helpful to know upfront  

about predestination as we prepare to study it? 

1. What if I am anxious or fearful about studying predestination? 

2. How should we talk about such a controversial and emotional issue? 

3. What do predestination, election, and reprobation mean? 

4. What are the two main ways theologians have understood predestination? 

5. How important is predestination? 

6. How will we explore what the Bible teaches about predestination? 
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Predestination: 

God predetermined the destiny of certain individuals for salvation (election)  

and others for condemnation (reprobation). 

Predestination has two parts: 

1. choosing to save some (election = positive predestination) 

2. choosing not to save others (reprobation = negative predestination)



Election Reprobation

God sovereignly and graciously chose 
to save individual sinners. 

God sovereignly and justly chose to 
pass over nonelect sinners and punish 
them. 

· “vessels of mercy, which [God] has 
prepared beforehand for glory” (Rom. 9:23) 
· “the elect” (Rom. 11:7)  
· Jesus’s sheep (John 10:27–29) 

· “vessels of wrath prepared for destruction” 
(Rom. 9:22) 
· “the rest” (Rom. 11:7) 
· Not Jesus’s sheep (John 10:26) 

· positive predestination for eternal life 
· with distinct goals 
· in accord with God’s love, mercy, and 
grace 

· negative predestination for eternal death 
· with distinct goals 
· in accord with God’s wrath, power, and 
justice 
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6 Issues to Compare Arminianism and Calvinism 

1. God’s Sovereignty 

2. Man’s Depravity 

3. God’s Election 

4. Christ’s Atonement 

5. The Spirit’s Grace and Man’s Will 

6. The Believer’s Perseverance



Issue 1. God’s Sovereignty

Arminianism Calvinism

God’s sovereignty is general. 

God is in charge of everything, but he 
does not ordain everything. For 
example, God does not ordain sin; he 
allows sin to preserve man’s free will. 

God’s sovereignty is meticulous. 

God is in charge of everything, and 
he ordains everything. 



Issue 2. Man’s Depravity

Arminianism Calvinism

As a result of Adam’s fall, man is 
radically depraved and thus cannot 
repent and believe in Jesus without 
God’s special grace. 

(God gives that special grace to 
everyone; Arminians call it 
prevenient grace.) 

As a result of Adam’s fall, man is 
radically depraved and thus cannot 
repent and believe in Jesus without 
God’s special grace. 

(God gives that special grace to only 
some people—the elect; this grace is 
effective and invincible.) 



Issue 3. God’s Election

Arminianism Calvinism

God’s election is conditional. 

God chose to save sinners he foresaw 
would freely choose to believe in 
Christ. 

God’s election is unconditional. 

God sovereignly chose to save 
individual sinners based on his 
forelove. 



Issue 4. Christ’s Atonement

Arminianism Calvinism

The intention of Christ’s atonement 
is general—that is, it provides 
salvation for all people without 
exception. 

Christ’s atonement provides payment 
for the sins of all people, but God 
applies it to only those who repent 
and believe (i.e., the elect). 

The intention of Christ’s atonement 
is definite—that is, it provides and 
accomplishes salvation for only the 
elect. 

Christ’s atonement provides payment 
for the sins of only the elect, and God 
applies it to only the elect. 



Issue 5. The Spirit’s Grace and Man’s Will

Arminianism Calvinism

The Spirit’s saving grace is universal 
and ultimately resistible—that is, 
every individual receives prevenient 
grace and can reject it. 

Man has a free will in the sense that 
he can equally make alternative 
choices in the same circumstances. 
So man is equally free to choose or 
reject Christ. Theologically, 
repentance and faith precede and 
cause regeneration. 

The Spirit’s saving grace is particular 
and ultimately irresistible—that is, it 
is persuasively effective for the elect.  

Man has a free will in the sense that 
he chooses what he most wants. The 
Spirit does not force a man to repent 
and believe against his will; the Spirit 
transforms a man’s heart with the 
result that he wants to repent and 
believe. Theologically, regeneration 
precedes and causes repentance and 
faith. 



Issue 6. The Believer’s Perseverance

Arminianism Calvinism

Genuine believers can finally fall 
away from the faith. 

They can fail to continue in the faith 
and thus will not be eternally saved. 

Genuine believers (i.e., the elect) 
cannot finally fall away from the 
faith. 

Believers continue in the faith 
(perseverance) because God 
preserves them as eternally secure 
(preservation). 
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6 Issues to Compare Arminianism and Calvinism 

1. God’s Sovereignty 

2. Man’s Depravity                                 Total depravity 

3. God’s Election                                     Unconditional election 

4. Christ’s Atonement                            Limited atonement 

5. The Spirit’s Grace and Man’s Will   Irresistible grace 

6. The Believer’s Perseverance             Perseverance of the saints



TULIP More Accurate (Less Misleading)

Total depravity Man’s pervasive corruption

Unconditional election The Father’s sovereign election

Limited atonement Christ’s definite atonement

Irresistible grace The Spirit’s effective grace

Perseverance of the saints God’s preservation of the saints
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Three Levels of Importance

1 2 3
First-level issues Second-level issues Third-level issues

Essential for the 
Christian faith

Crucial for church 
health but not essential 
for the Christian faith

Important but not 
essential for the 
Christian faith or 
crucial for church 
health

Dogma Doctrine Disputable matters

Fundamental  
teachings

Denominational 
distinctives

Matters of conscience
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Question Answer

1. What is the goal of election? _______

2. When did God choose to save 
humans? _______

3. Did God choose to save 
individuals? _______ 



God’s Goals for Election 

1. To save us 

• _______ 

• _______ 

• _______ 

2. To praise God’s glorious grace 

• _______ 

• _______



God’s Goals for Election 

1. To save us 

• To save us on the day of the Lord 

• _______ 

• _______ 

2. To praise God’s glorious grace 

• _______ 

• _______



2 Thessalonians 2:13 

We ought always to give thanks to God for you, 

brothers beloved by the Lord, 

because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved . . . .



God’s Goals for Election 

1. To save us 

• To save us on the day of the Lord 

• That we should be holy and blameless before God 

• _______ 

2. To praise God’s glorious grace 

• _______ 

• _______



Ephesians 1:4 

he [God the Father] chose us in him [Christ] 

before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy and blameless before him 



God’s Goals for Election 

1. To save us 

• To save us on the day of the Lord 

• That we should be holy and blameless before God 

• To be conformed to the image of God’s Son 

2. To praise God’s glorious grace 

• _______ 

• _______



Romans 8:29 

Those whom he [God] foreknew 

he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son …



God’s Goals for Election 

1. To save us 

• To save us on the day of the Lord 

• That we should be holy and blameless before God 

• To be conformed to the image of God’s Son 

2. To praise God’s glorious grace 

• Negatively, to shame the elite so that no human might boast in 

the presence of God 

• _______



1 Corinthians 1:26–29 

Consider your calling, brothers: 

[a] not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, 

[b] not many were powerful, 

[c] not many were of noble birth. 

[a´] But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 

[b´] God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 

[c´] God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are 

not, to bring to nothing things that are, 

so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 



God’s Goals for Election 

1. To save us 

• To save us on the day of the Lord 

• That we should be holy and blameless before God 

• To be conformed to the image of God’s Son 

2. To praise God’s glorious grace 

• Negatively, to shame the elite so that no human might boast in 

the presence of God 

• Positively, to praise God’s glorious grace and God’s glory



Ephesians 1:4b–6, 11–12 

In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus 

Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious 

grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. … 

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 

according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the 

counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might 

be to the praise of his glory.



Question Answer

1. What is the goal of election?
The goal of election is for God to save 
us so that we praise him for his 
glorious grace.

2. When did God choose to save 
humans? _______

3. Did God choose to save 
individuals? _______



Ephesians 1:4a 

The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ … chose us in him 

before the foundation of the world 



Ephesians 1:4a 

The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ … chose us in him 

before the foundation of the world 

John 17:24 

Father, … you loved me before the foundation of the world 

1 Peter 1:20a 

[Christ] was foreknown before the foundation of the world 



Question Answer

1. What is the goal of election?
The goal of election is for God to save 
us so that we praise him for his 
glorious grace.

2. When did God choose to save 
humans?

God chose to save humans before he 
created the world.

3. Did God choose to save 
individuals? _______ 



4 Kinds of Election

Corporate Election Individual Election

Election to Serve

Election to Save



4 Kinds of Election

Corporate Election Individual Election

Election to Serve

1. Corporate election to 
serve (Israel) 

2. Individual election to 
serve (e.g., the Messiah)

Election to Save

3. Corporate election to 
save (elect Israelites, 
elect Gentiles, all of 
God’s people as a group)

4. Individual election to 
save (each individual 
believer)



Acts 13:48b 

As many as were appointed to eternal life believed. 

2 Thessalonians 2:13 

God chose you … to be saved.



Romans 9:18–19, 21 

So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever 

he wills. You will say to me then, ‘Why does he still find fault? For who 

can resist his will?’ … Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out 

of the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for 

dishonorable use?” 

Romans 16:13a 

Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord. 



Question Answer

1. What is the goal of election?
The goal of election is for God to save 
us so that we praise him for his 
glorious grace.

2. When did God choose to save 
humans?

God chose to save humans before he 
created the world.

3. Did God choose to save 
individuals? Yes, God chose to save individuals. 


