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Question Answer

1. What is the goal of election?
The goal of election is for God to save 
us so that we praise him for his 
glorious grace.

2. When did God choose to save 
humans?

God chose to save humans before he 
created the world.

3. Did God choose to save 
individuals? Yes, God chose to save individuals. 



Question Answer

4. Did God choose to save individuals 
on the basis of his foreseeing that 
they would freely choose to believe in 
him? (Romans 9:6–13)

_______

5. Is unconditional election unfair? 
(Romans 9:14–18) _______

6. Does unconditional election entail 
that we do not have a free will? 
(Romans 9:19–23)

_______



What is the basis of God’s election? God’s foreknowledge. 

Rom. 8:29a 

Those whom he foreknew he also predestined 

1 Peter 1:1b–2a   

Those who are elect exiles ...  

according to the foreknowledge of God the Father



Conditional Election 
(Arminianism) 

Unconditional Election 
(Calvinism) 

Foreknowing = foreseeing. 
God’s foreknowledge is his 
knowledge of what humans would 
freely choose.

Foreknowing = foreloving. 
God’s foreknowledge is his personal 
loving commitment to specific 
individuals.

God foresaw that specific individuals 
would first freely choose to believe in 
him, and then afterwards he chose to 
save those individuals. 

God intimately knew and loved 
specific individuals beforehand. 
Those are the individuals God chose.

Election depends on whether a 
human freely chooses Christ. 

Election does not depend on any 
human condition but solely on God’s 
sovereign good pleasure. 



4 Reasons the Basis of Election Is God and Not Man 

1. God’s sovereign choice is decisive. 

2. _______ 

3. _______  

4. _______



Romans 9:6–9 

But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are 

descended from Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children of 

Abraham because they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your 

offspring be named.” This means that it is not the children of the flesh 

who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are 

counted as offspring. For this is what the promise said: “About this time 

next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son.”



Romans 9:10–13 

And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one 

man, our forefather Isaac, though they were not yet born and had done 

nothing either good or bad—in order that God’s purpose of election 

might continue, not because of works but because of him who calls—

she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” As it is written, “Jacob 

I loved, but Esau I hated.” 



4 Reasons the Basis of Election Is God and Not Man 

1. God’s sovereign choice is decisive. 

2. The questions in Romans 9:14 and 9:19 presuppose unconditional 

election. 

3. _______ 

4. _______



Romans 9:14 

Is there injustice on God’s part? 

Romans 9:19 

Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?



4 Reasons the Basis of Election Is God and Not Man 

1. God’s sovereign choice is decisive. 

2. The questions in Romans 9:14 and 9:19 presuppose unconditional 

election. 

3. The basis for election is God’s forelove. 

4. _______



Ephesians 1:4b–5 

In love he predestined us … according to the purpose of his will 

2 Timothy 1:9 

[God] saved us and called us to a holy calling, 

not because of our works 

but because of his own purpose and grace, 

which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began



4 Reasons the Basis of Election Is God and Not Man 

1. God’s sovereign choice is decisive. 

2. The questions in Romans 9:14 and 9:19 presuppose unconditional 

election. 

3. The basis for election is God’s forelove. 

4. God foreknew people.



• Romans 8:29a: Those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of his Son 

• Romans 11:2a NIV: God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew. 

• 1 Peter 1:1b–2a: To those who are elect exiles ... according to the 

foreknowledge of God the Father 

• 1 Peter 1:20a: [Christ] was foreknown before the foundation of the world



Question Answer

4. Did God choose to save individuals 
on the basis of his foreseeing that 
they would freely choose to believe in 
him? (Romans 9:6–13)

No, the basis of election is God’s 
forelove. 

5. Is unconditional election unfair? 
(Romans 9:14–18) _______

6. Does unconditional election entail 
that we do not have a free will? 
(Romans 9:19–23)

_______



Romans 9:14–18 

• 14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no means! 

• 15 For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have 

compassion on whom I have compassion.” 

• 16 So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. 

• 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, 

that I might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all 

the earth.” 

• 18 So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he 

wills.



Is it unfair for election to depend solely on God’s sovereign good pleasure? 

• God is fair when he sovereignly has mercy  

on whomever he wants (Rom. 9:14–18). 

• God is fair when he is undeservedly kind  

to some and not others (Matt. 20:1–16).



Is it unfair for election to depend solely on God’s sovereign good pleasure? 

• God is fair when he sovereignly has mercy  

on whomever he wants (Rom. 9:14–18). 

• God is fair when he is undeservedly kind  

to some and not others (Matt. 20:1–16). 

1. God is always fair. 

2. Sometimes God is undeservedly kind.



Matthew 20:10–15 

When those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but 

each of them also received a denarius. And on receiving it they grumbled 

at the master of the house, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and 

you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day 

and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am 

doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take 

what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give 

to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? 

Or do you begrudge my generosity?”



Question Answer

4. Did God choose to save individuals 
on the basis of his foreseeing that 
they would freely choose to believe in 
him? (Romans 9:6–13)

No, the basis of election is God’s 
forelove. 

5. Is unconditional election unfair? 
(Romans 9:14–18)

No, unconditional election is 
merciful and gracious. 

6. Does unconditional election entail 
that we do not have a free will? 
(Romans 9:19–23)

_______



Romans 9:19–23 

• You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?”  

• But who are you, O man, to answer back to God?  

• Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why have you made me like this?” Has the 

potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for 

honorable use and another for dishonorable use? 

• What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has 

endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, in order to 

make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared 

beforehand for glory—



2 Responses to the Objection in Romans 9:19 

1. Who are you to say that it’s unfair for God to  

blame people (9:20a)? 

2. The potter (God) is free to mold the clay (us)  

however he wants (9:20b–23).



In what sense do we have a free will? 

1. A Foundational Truth: God the Creator is distinct from his creation. 

2. A Terrible Analogy: _______ 

3. A Useful Analogy: _______ 

4. Defining Key Terms: _______ 

5. How? _______



In what sense do we have a free will? 

1. A Foundational Truth: God the Creator is distinct from his creation. 

2. A Terrible Analogy: A Girl and Her Doll  

3. A Useful Analogy: _______ 

4. Defining Key Terms: _______ 

5. How? _______
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In what sense do we have a free will? 

1. A Foundational Truth: God the Creator is distinct from his creation. 

2. A Terrible Analogy: A Girl and Her Doll  

3. A Useful Analogy: A Novelist and the Characters in His Story 

4. Defining Key Terms: Incompatibilism vs. Compatibilism 

5. How? _______



Incompatibilism 
(as Typically Held by Arminians) 

Compatibilism 
(as Typically Held by Calvinists) 

God’s meticulous sovereignty and 
human freedom are incompatible. 

God’s meticulous sovereignty and 
human freedom are compatible. 

God’s sovereignty is general. God is 
in charge of everything, but he does 
not ordain everything.

God’s sovereignty is meticulous. God 
is in charge of everything, and he 
ordains everything.

We have a free will in the sense that 
we can choose differently. (That is, 
we can equally make alternative 
choices in the same circumstances.)

We have a free will in the sense that 
we always choose what we most 
want. (That is, we voluntarily choose 
what we most want in any given 
circumstance as long as our choices 
are not constrained.)



I choose what I choose 

because 

I want what I want 

because 

I am who I am.



In what sense do we have a free will? 

1. A Foundational Truth: God the Creator is distinct from his creation. 

2. A Terrible Analogy: A Girl and Her Doll  

3. A Useful Analogy: A Novelist and the Characters in His Story 

4. Defining Key Terms: Incompatibilism vs. Compatibilism 

5. How? It’s a Mystery



Doctrine Tension

The Trinity
1. There is one God. 
2. Three persons are called God. 
3. Those three persons are distinct.

Christ’s Person
1. Christ is fully God. 
2. Christ is fully human. 
3. Christ is one person.

Providence
1. God is meticulously sovereign. 
2. Humans are morally responsible. 
3. God is holy, all-good, and never blameworthy.



Question Answer

4. Did God choose to save individuals 
on the basis of his foreseeing that 
they would freely choose to believe in 
him? (Romans 9:6–13)

No, the basis of election is God’s 
forelove. 

5. Is unconditional election unfair? 
(Romans 9:14–18)

No, unconditional election is 
merciful and gracious. 

6. Does unconditional election entail 
that we do not have a free will? 
(Romans 9:19–23)

It depends what you mean by “free.” 
We do not have a free will in the 
sense that we can equally make 
alternative choices; we have a free 
will in the sense that we always 
choose what we most want. 


