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Sometimes people talk about a “life verse.” I think 
Philippians 1:20–21 is much more than just a life verse; 
it is a life and death verse. It covers any scenario that we 
might face. If God keeps giving us breath, then we have 
a purpose and mission: Live for Christ and make much 
of Christ in our living. If we die, then we die for Christ, 
we make much of Christ in our death, and we gain 
because we get much more of Christ. This year marked 
my sixth year as Pastor for Preaching & Vision. An 
annual report is an excellent time to reflect on living for 
Christ in 2018 and what he did to make much of himself.
 

Preaching
This year, the Lord led us through Mark 6–10. We 
encountered many moments in worship where the Lord 
made much of himself by revealing more of himself. 
January began with the story of Jesus walking on the 
water as a “theophany”—a time when God manifests 
his glory so people can see his God-ness— “Take heart, 
it is I [I Am!]. Do not be afraid” (Mark 6:50). I have 
never missed a sermon because of sickness, but it almost 
happened January 6 for the first time. I was so sick that 
I threw up multiple times, and my voice was weak and 
shaky, but I did not want to ask someone to fill in on 
such short notice, so I asked the Lord for the strength 
to make it through the sermon. He answered that prayer 
and then some. I felt a surge of strength and a rising 
sense of delight in the majestic glory of Christ. It was 
one of those great moments in preaching where the 
preacher gets caught up in the greatness of the One who 
is proclaimed. I finished the sermon, walked out the back 
door to my car, drove home, and slept for about 14 hours. 
It still took a couple of days to recover, but that first 
sermon of 2018 was a stirring reminder that the Lord is 
with me always and I am not doing ministry on my own.

Through the year, we saw what happens when people 
meet Jesus. We saw his compassionate heart and healing 
power for the outcast and the weak: the Gentile woman 
with a demon-possessed daughter, the deaf and mute 
man, the blind man, the father of the demon-possessed 
boy, and blind Bartimaeus. We witnessed Jesus’ strong 
rebuke of the self-righteous Pharisees and the stirring 
call to discipleship to his followers to deny themselves, 
take up their cross, and follow him. The Gospel of Mark 

also opened the door to many heavy and controversial 
topics like same-sex attraction, the doctrine of hell, 
divorce, and the idolatry of money. Praise God for the 
grace to not duck hard topics and to trust that his word 
will not return empty but will accomplish his purposes.

South Campus Building
Seeing the South Campus building become a reality 
has been a dream come true and an answer to many 
prayers. We celebrated a groundbreaking on September 
21, 2017, and had our first service in the new building 
on September 30, 2018. The dedication service on 
November 18, 2018, was deeply moving and inspiring. We 
continue to pray, because completing this building is not 
about a landing but a launching.

Global Outreach and Unengaged People Groups
This year, we celebrated Bethlehem’s first “Fill These 
Cities: 25 x ’25” unengaged people group (in South Asia) 
to be engaged with the gospel. We also have five global 
partners considering ministry among the unengaged, 
along with 30 units in the Nurture Program considering 
ministry to an unengaged people group. We had a 
total of 65 new people come forward during Global 
Focus, sensing a stirring to global missions. We had an 
incredibly encouraging time of worship with that group 
at my home that afternoon for Missions in the Manse. 
The very next morning, I flew to China to minister to 
some of our global partners and speak at a conference. 
The Lord really met me on that trip and gave me a view 
of his global glory and the cost of discipleship around 
the world.

One of my greatest desires coming from 25 x ’25 is 
that other Christians and organizations would catch 
the vision for engaging the unengaged. The Lord 
answered this prayer in a way that exceeded what any 
of us imagined. First, I was able to speak at a Converge 
conference on “Unengaged People Groups and the Heart 
of God.” It was so thrilling to see how the Lord used 
that talk to awaken many Converge pastors to the need 
of unengaged people groups. When the Lord gave us 
this vision to engage the unengaged, there were around 
1,300 unengaged people groups. Pastor Todd Rasmuson 

Jason Meyer
PREACHING & VISION

… As it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always 
Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.—Philippians 1:20–21
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A Personal Note
The Lord once again gave me the gift of energy and time 
for writing and speaking this year. I finished my first 
popular-level book entitled, Don’t Lose Heart: Gospel Hope 
for the Weary Soul. It will come out in October 2019 with 
Baker Books. I also made progress on my commentary 
on 2 Corinthians (B & H Academic) and my commentary 
on the Gospel of Mark (Good Book Company). I also 
wrote an essay on justification for the book The Doctrine 
on Which the Church Stands or Falls (Crossway).

The Lord opened the door for me to speak at several 
conferences: (1) a biography on Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
for our Bethlehem Conference for Pastors + Church 
Leaders, (2) a talk on Lloyd-Jones for a Theologians 
on the Christian Life Conference, (3) a talk at the 
Bethlehem College & Seminary “Think” Conference, 
(4) a couple of talks at a Simeon Trust Conference 
on preaching, (5) a talk on unengaged people groups 
at the Converge National Conference, (6) a talk on 
discouragement at the Converge Regional Conference, 
and (7) a talk on succession and keeping in step with the 
Spirit at a conference in China.

I also continue to love teaching my preaching class 
at Bethlehem’s seminary and serving on the board of 
Bethlehem College & Seminary. It was a full year, but I 
felt sustained every step of the way from the first sermon 
to the waning moments of 2018. All glory be to Christ!

Making Much of Christ with You,

Jason Meyer
Pastor for Preaching & Vision

reported that our example in setting a goal of engaging 
25 unengaged people groups had the effect of stirring 
other churches to do the same. In December, Pastor 
Todd gave a report from a meeting with the ministry 
Finishing the Task that the number of unengaged people 
groups has gone from 1,300 to 343. In addition, people at 
that Finishing the Task Conference adopted the last 343 
people groups. We still have much work left to do in this 
area. Let us pray for more grace to see these groups go 
from “unengaged” to “reached” with the gospel!

Many More Miracles That Make Much of Him
The Lord continues to give us favor in church planting, 
as we now have six churches planted out of our goal of 
25 churches planted by 2025. Each of these churches is 
a miracle with an amazing story of what God is doing. 
I wish I had space to tell about all the triumphs of his 
grace in this area.

The Lord also took us deeper into the ministry of 
ethnic harmony. The pastoral staff took a trip to 
Memphis, TN, and attended the MLK50 conference 
on the 50th anniversary of the death of Martin Luther 
King Jr. We were deeply moved and challenged by the 
conference and the National Civil Rights Museum. We 
also celebrated a historic moment when the Bethlehem 
Baptist Church choir was asked to join the Greater 
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church choir at the 
kick-off of the National Baptist Convention hosted in 
Minneapolis—a memorial stone for our journey as we 
seek to grow in the grace of ethnic harmony.
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I have many reasons to thank and praise our heavenly 
Father for his sustaining grace in 2018. The year 2018 
also had some significant challenges for myself and my 
family, as my wife’s brother took his own life and my 
wife’s mother subsequently entered into nursing home 
care apparently as a result of her grief. I was blessed 
by the gift of my first formal sabbatical in 28 years of 
vocational ministry. Much of that time was focused on 
ministering to my wife, Theresa, and her side of the 
family. However, God used the sabbatical to refresh 
me and reinforce his call on my life as a minister of the 
gospel through pastoral ministry at Bethlehem. I can 
also report that Theresa and I continue to zealously seek 
oneness in God in our marriage. 

Strategic Implementation
I seek to serve the body at Bethlehem in the area of 
Strategic Implementation through ministry partnership 
with Pastor Jason Meyer and the rest of the pastoral Lead 
Team. Pastor Jason and I have a standing weekly meeting 
in which we pray and share on a personal level to spur one 
another on to walk (live our lives) in a manner worthy of 
our calling (Ephesians 4:1, Colossians 1:10). I am painfully 
conscious of the many Christian leaders who have hurt 
themselves and their families and brought shame on the 
name of Christ and his gospel by succumbing to sexual, 
financial, and power temptations. By God’s grace, we 
have been and will continue to be protected from these 
sorts of scandalous and tragic downfalls.

In addition to our personal accountability, Pastor Jason 
and I review the various issues facing Bethlehem, 
including deep shepherding needs and initiatives to 
advance our vision and values. In particular, we consider 
the various leadership contexts (elders, pastors, all-
church, campus-specific, etc.) and what direction or 
information is needed as next steps. We seek to keep the 
current Fill These Cities: 25 x ’25 vision before us and 
pursue ways to advance this vision. My responsibilities 
in Strategic Implementation also include facilitating the 
Lead Team of pastors, which is comprised of pastors 
representing preaching & vision, Bethlehem campus 
leadership, Bethlehem College & Seminary, global 
outreach, and church planting. I also supervise Jon 
Grano, Lead Pastor for Operations. Jon and I often consult 
with each other on the matters related to the finances 
of the church and the church’s property. In addition, 
Jon and I work together with Joby Morgan, Director 
for Human Resources & Office Management, to oversee 
and manage the staffing profile of the church. I work 
with the elders to consider our governing and guiding 

documents and recommend amendments as appropriate 
to reflect our convictions and commitments as a church. 

Lead Pastor for Downtown Campus
I continue to see God’s faithfulness through my calling 
as Lead Pastor, Downtown. One of the greatest joys in 
my ministry life is seeing the team of partners that 
God has brought together to serve the Downtown 
Campus flock. This includes the Downtown pastoral 
team leading the various areas of ministry (worship, 
small groups, outreach, youth, children & families, 
counseling, Campus Outreach, women, and seniors). 
We meet at least two times per month to connect 
personally, address shepherding needs among the flock, 
and consider how to synergize these areas of ministry 
into one discipleship effort. In addition, I am blessed 
to partner with the Downtown Campus non-staff 
elders. The Downtown Campus elder council meets 
monthly and includes staff and non-staff elders.

In addition, we have seen the emergence of several areas 
of emphasis, including the questions of women thriving 
at Bethlehem, new initiatives for ethnic harmony, and 
the emphasis of spiritual gifts in the body. Probably 
the most challenging aspect of ministry is the pastoral 
care of the flock. There are many hurting people at 
our church. Some of this is self-induced, as members 
give themselves over to sin and stubbornly continue 
in it without repentance. Some suffering is health-
related. Some suffering is relational. A subset of this is 
the suffering we see when caring for members in abuse 
situations—this one category has demanded much time 
and energy. To see those who bear the name of Christ 
use their God-given power to control and hurt rather 
than to love and build up is heartbreaking. I feel called 
to engage in this area, and I constantly ask God for help 
to be bold and gentle as the need requires.

Thank you, Bethlehem, for the privilege to participate 
in your shepherding. May God’s grace continue to pour 
out on us that we might fulfill the vision of a people 
united by faith in Jesus and overflow in good works to 
each other and our neighbors near and far. 

Ken Currie
Lead Pastor for Downtown & Strategic Implementation

Ken Currie
STRATEGIC IMPLEMENTATION AND DOWNTOWN LEAD PASTOR

And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from 
the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.—Colossians 1:18
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Overview  
This past year stands out for many reasons, but most 
notably for God’s faithfulness to Bethlehem and our 
patient South congregation as he gave grace to complete 
one of the four main goals of our 25-month “Fill These 
Cities: 25 x ’25” initiative to accelerate Bethlehem’s next 
decade of spreading.

On September 30, 2018, after more than 12 years meeting 
in high school auditorium rental facilities, Bethlehem’s 
South congregation met for the first time in our own 
building at 20700 Kenrick Avenue in Lakeville. I thank 
God for the faithful, untiring leadership of Jon Hendricks 
and his South Campus building committee (Klaas Van Zee, 
Ron Vrieze, and Pastor Chuck Steddom), and celebrate 
their labors as we transfer campus “operations” from 
this gifted team to an equally-gifted team of Operations 
directors (Scott Brueske, Tim Frederick, Amanda Knoke, 
Andy Lang, Joby Morgan, and Thayne Rossiter) now tasked 
with maintaining and supporting ministry infrastructure 
at our newest campus. In addition to their regular 
responsibilities highlighted below, each of these directors 
played an important role in helping to make Bethlehem’s 
South Campus vision a reality.

Team Highlights
It is one of my greatest privileges and joys to serve 
and lead Bethlehem’s Operations team—each director 
a dedicated and highly competent colleague. Team 
highlights in 2018 include the following:

Building & Property (Scott Brueske)
• Coordinated logistics and process of moving 

12 years of accumulated “stuff” in the rented 
Burnsville office suite to the new South Campus 
building in Lakeville.

• Hired South Campus lead custodian, Steve Rinde, 
to oversee maintenance and support of the new 
facility.

• Added new Downtown Campus prayer room and 
coat storage areas, replaced sanctuary lights with 
new LED fixtures, and removed fuel oil tank from 
underneath parking lot.

• Painted North Campus gym and nurseries.
• Provided efficient setup, teardown, and cleaning 

support for thousands of events across three 
campus locations.

Communications (Amanda Knoke)
• Launched a refreshed Weekly email, including more 

accessible links to features of bethlehem.church.
• Created Spanish-language DNA and membership 

booklets in partnership with Downtown 
Neighborhood Outreach and elder Luis Rodriguez.

• Graphically refreshed the set of 10 ministry 
brochure cards (most content campus-specific) for 
the information racks at all three campuses.

• Partnered with South Campus staff to prepare 
materials and signage for the new South facility, 
including promotion and reporting of significant 
events like the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, first 
worship service, and dedication service.

• Continued ongoing creation, coordination, and 
production of website content, Weekly e-newsletter, 
worship folders & inserts, posters, brochures, 
seasonal materials, and social media.

Finances & Accounting (Thayne Rossiter).
• Managed South Campus construction loan 

payments, cash flow, and cash reserves to save tens 
of thousands of dollars in interest payments.

• Refinanced the North Campus mortgage at a lower 
(4.75%) fixed rate than current floating rate.

• Renewed Bethlehem’s accreditation with ECFA 
(Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability).

• Oversaw successful annual audit for Bethlehem 
with CLA (CliftonLarsonAllen).

• Created and supported financial models, reports, 
and processes that undergird Bethlehem ministry-
related financial decisions, ensure timely payment 
of funds to ministry partners, vendors, and staff, 
and assist Bethlehem in “quantifying our vision.”

Human Resources/Office (Joby Morgan)
• Provided invaluable assistance and consultation as 

a member of two pastoral staff search committees 
(Brian Liechty and Dave Zuleger).

• Led Bethlehem team that researched, selected, 
and implemented a new payroll processing system 
(Paycor).

• Provided essential HR perspective in evaluating, 
selecting, and implementing two additional large 
employee process changes (a new health insurance 
partner and a new employee retirement plan).

• Developed human resource/policy reference 
documents to serve Bethlehem’s church plants.

Jon Grano
OPERATIONS

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.—Lamentations 3:22–23
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• Provided ongoing staff support and care, including 
coordination of Bethlehem’s annual benefits open 
enrollment period and bi-weekly payroll.

Information Technology (Andrew Lang)
• Created essential IT planning document to help 

guide definition, implementation, and installation 
of new South Campus IT infrastructure, 
including detailed list of necessary IT hardware, 
to ensure that our South Campus functions well 
technologically.

• Created staff reference documents for entering 
congregational care & counseling cases into 
MinistryPlatform.

• Led staff team at MinistryPlatform User Group 
conference and provided valuable summary of main 
highlights and takeaways.

• Provided ongoing help desk support and 
maintenance of extensive IT infrastructure for 
ministry at our three campuses and at Bethlehem 
College & Seminary.

• Thanked God as we welcomed Erika Booth as 
Coordinator for Database Management (replacing Amy 
Katterson) and celebrated and said good-bye to 
long-time Administrator for Systems Ben Carlson. 

Media (Timothy Frederick) 
• Partnered with systems integrator CCI Solutions 

to define, design, and install audio/video/lighting 
(AVL) infrastructure in the South Campus 
sanctuary to achieve the appropriate room 
dynamics balance needed to support both amplified 
and acoustic worship.

• Began three-year process for first major update to 
North Campus sanctuary audio system with plans 
to complete this long-awaited, multi-phase project 
before Easter 2020.

• Continued to support a myriad of worship services, 
special events, and weddings across all three 
campuses—which is highly dependent on a team of 
wonderful volunteers! 

• Presented “Keys to Upgrading Your AVL” seminar 
at the WFX Conference and Expo, offering 
“practical steps and stories to make sure your 
audio, video, and lighting systems enable your team 
to do great ministry.”

• Welcomed Andrew Horning as Coordinator for 
Media Ministries, Downtown and thanked God 
for Jonathan Davis’s decade-long service as 
Administrator for Media Ministries Systems & Content, 

as he was called to serve as pastor of Grace Baptist 
Church in Waverly, Iowa.

Other Ministry Involvement
In addition to overseeing the six main Operations areas, 
my role as Lead Pastor for Operations in 2018 involved 
ongoing participation with the following teams: 

• Pastoral staff lead team
• Organizational elders and North Campus 

congregational elders
• Financial & Property Administrators (FPAs)
• Staffing resource team
• Health insurance resource team
• South Campus building committee

Numerical Highlights
God’s faithfulness to Bethlehem in 2018 may also be 
viewed through attendance and contribution statistics:

• Nearly 800 folks met for the first worship service 
at Bethlehem’s new South Campus facility in 
Lakeville in September—slightly more than the 
first South Site worship services in Burnsville High 
School in September 2006. 

• Contributions of $10.18M fell short of Bethlehem’s 
One Fund operating budget of $11.25M. The staff 
did an admirable job trying to keep expenses below 
budget to match available income. In addition, 
nearly $1.1M in designated gifts was given toward 
the South Campus building project that allowed 
us to finish the gym and complete a commercial-
grade kitchen. See the 2018 Financial Secretary and 
Treasurer reports (pages 55 & 56–58) for details.

• Average attendance (3,286) at Bethlehem’s six  
weekend worship services decreased 4.5% compared  
to 2017 (3,442), with Easter weekend the highest 
attendance (5,052) in 2018.

• Average attendance at weekend worship services 
by campus:

 � Downtown: 1,462 (2017: 1,594) in three 
worship services

 � North: 1,358 (2017: 1,385) in two worship 
services

 � South: 474 (2017: 463) in one worship service
 � The North Campus Sunday 9am worship 

service continued to have the highest average 
attendance (834), followed by Downtown 
Sunday 9am (724).
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Personal Notes
At a personal level, I’m very thankful for a summer 
sabbatical that the elders graciously granted me after 
12 years on staff. Reading, researching multi-campus 
churches, compiling a personal songbook for devotional 
use, and visiting extended family made the time pass 
all too quickly. Pam and I had never been away from 
Bethlehem for more than a few weeks at a time since 
we first came in 1981. Being absent from you all for 
three months made me appreciate all the more the 
gift of a church home like Bethlehem and the privilege 
of serving with you in what God has accomplished, is 
accomplishing, and will accomplish through Bethlehem 
in the coming years. “For the LORD is good; his 
steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all 
generations” (Psalm 100:5).

Jon Grano
Lead Pastor for Operations
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Working as I do in the area of church planting, it is 
both a comfort and a confidence that Christ is the chief 
Church Planter—or Church Builder (see Matthew 16 
above). Christ will see that the Church advances by 
the proclamation of the gospel until the final day when 
he returns to make all things new, and the glory of the 
Lord covers the earth as the waters cover the sea. The 
advance of the Church is assured—it’s going to happen. 
The unbelieving world and powers of darkness will 
not successfully prevail against it. This is a reassuring 
comfort; namely, that God will be glorified through the 
advance of the Church by means of the gospel.
 
This also is a source of great confidence for me as we 
go about the work of planting new churches. We know 
with solid biblical confidence that Christ, as Head of 
the Church, is leaning in to the work of building and 
multiplying his church. Bethlehem Baptist Church, as 
a local body of believers, is one of his instruments. The 
authority and power of the gospel for the work is his. 
Therefore, we can confidently pray for the planting of 25 
new churches by the year 2025 as part of our Fill These 
Cities: 25 x ’25 vision.

25 x ’25 Update
Since the inception of the vision in Fall 2016 to the 
end of 2018, the elders have approved one church 
revitalization project (or JumpStart) and five new 
churches. That is a total of six toward our goal of 25:
 

1. Word of Grace Baptist Church, Minneapolis, 2016 
(Paul Przybylowski)

2. Northfield Community Church, Northfield, MN, 
2016 (Jonathon Woodyard*)

3. Redemption City Church, Rochester, MN, 2017 
(Adam Pohlman*)

4. Table Rock Church, Boise, ID, 2017 (Ryan Eagy*)
5.   Little Earth Fellowship, Minneapolis, 2018 

(Greg Mott)
6.  New Creation Church, Granville, NY, 2018 

(Joel Aubrey*)

*Bethlehem College & Seminary graduate

In early 2019, we have scheduled two church planters 
to come before the elders for approval: Dan Shambro 
(Bethlehem College & Seminary), Ekklesia Church, 
Eau Claire, WI; and Michel Galeano (Bethlehem 
College & Seminary), Grace Upon Grace Church, 
Weston, FL. Additionally, we are working closely with 
J.D. Hettema (Bethlehem College & Seminary), who 
hopes to plant Eastview Church in Eastview, CA. Our 
hope is that by the end of 2019 we would bring J.D. 
and his church planting plan before our elders for 
Bethlehem endorsement. Please pray for the growth and 
development of each of these efforts. And thank God for 
the grace he has given us, praying for more grace to fulfill 
our prayer goal of 25 new churches by the year 2025.

Bethlehem College & Seminary
Our seminary graduates are increasingly planting 
churches. Note in the previous section that seven of 
the nine church planters mentioned are Bethlehem 
Seminary graduates. Praise God! 

As for recruiting new church planters to the seminary, 
both this year and last year I interviewed four or five 
prospective students interested in church planting 
for seminary admission. Currently, three upper-level 
seminary students are enrolled in the Church Planting & 
Revitalization Concentration. Students graduating with 
this concentration will have taken the required courses 
for the M.Div. pastoral degree, plus the following four 
elective courses oriented toward church planting: a) The 
Gospel and Personal Evangelism; b) Church Planting and 
Revitalization; c) Cross-Cultural Planting; and d) Church 
Growth and Renewal. 

Please pray that these students might be appropriately 
equipped for planting during their time at Bethlehem, 
and that God would grant them grace to gather a core of 
others with whom they might partner as a team to plant 
a new church.

Kenny Stokes
CHURCH PLANTING

Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, 
“… on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”—Matthew 16:16–18
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Church Planting Residency
Our one-year Church Planting Residency is a primary 
tool for the final phase of planter preparation. In 2018, 
we had one resident, Tyler, Mykkanen, based at the 
South Campus. However, when Bethlehem called Dave 
Zuleger from Albert Lea, MN, to become our new South 
Campus lead pastor in August, God subsequently called 
Tyler Mykkanen to Sojourners Church in Albert Lea to 
take Dave’s place there. We praise God for bringing us 
Pastor Dave Zuleger and pray for God’s blessings upon 
Tyler Mykkanen as he ministers in Albert Lea.
 
In January 2019, we will be actively recruiting planters 
for our residency through our networks, especially at the 
Bethlehem Conference for Pastors + Church Leaders. 
Please pray that God would grant us at least one resident 
for each of our three campuses.

Networking and Training
We continue to benefit from our partnership with the 
Treasuring Christ Together Network (TCTN). As you 
may know, the network was started several years ago by 
Bethlehem and our church plants in order to support 
and advance the work of church planting. Currently, the 
network has 26 member churches. At the annual TCTN 
Pastors & Wives Retreat in October, more than 80 
pastors/elders and their wives attended. Dave Zuleger, 
Lead Pastor, South, now leads the southern Minnesota 
TCTN gathering, and I am once again leading the Twin 
Cities gatherings. Please pray for our executive director, 
Sean Cordell, the lead pastor for Treasuring Christ 
Church in Raleigh, NC.

Global Church Planting Trips
In May 2018, my wife, Kathy, and I visited three of 
our global partners who are intending to plant in the 
Middle East. In October, I led a short-term team of six 
to Prague, Czech Republic, to visit our Global Partner 
Mark Potma. Mark and his team are exemplary for the 
grace they have been given to plant five churches in a 
very post-Christian culture. Our team attended two 
church-planting training meetings along with Mark and 
his leaders. One of the unique outcomes of the trip was 
that all three of the church planters on my team were 
encouraged and inspired for their own work of church 
planting by seeing what God is doing in Prague. 

Church Planting Team
I thank God for my partnership with Cleon Engel, 
Coordinator for Church Planting, and Lida Sheard, 
Administrative Assistant for Church Planting. With 
thankfulness and joy, Cleon loves and counsels our 
students, planters, and their wives. He has the heart of 
Barnabas (Acts 4:36) and truly is a son of encouragement 
to all. Lida begin working with us in June and has quickly 
immersed herself in our work, after two years working 
in the Global Outreach department. She, too, serves 
with joy and helps with myriad details, schedules, and 
appointments that make up our day-to-day work. 

I thank God for Kathy, my wife of 39 years. She 
continues to patiently love and support me in the work 
and is serving an ever-increasing role in assessing and 
counseling planters and their wives.

Kenny Stokes
Pastor for Church Planting
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Rest is a wonderful gift. Active resting is even better. 
Our eternal rest in the presence of God in the new 
heavens and the new earth will not be boring. We will 
be productive forever in our resurrected bodies. My 
sabbatical rest, which the church granted me in the 
last quarter of 2018, was indeed a wonderful gift. It 
was my third sabbatical in my 38 years at Bethlehem. 
My first sabbatical (1997) was devoted to designing 
The Bethlehem Institute, the precursor of Bethlehem 
College & Seminary. My second sabbatical (2007) was 
devoted to digging deep into Ephesians, which I have 
taught multiple times since then. This Fall (2018), 
my sabbatical was productive in a different way. In 
addition to giving some thought to how best to deploy 
our international graduates for the advance of God’s 
kingdom, I was able to pay off the wedding bills of my 
two youngest daughters, who got married in May and 
August. God provided for this through some extra Lyft 
driving. What a refreshing opportunity to drive the 
streets of the Twin Cities. God gave me many gospel 
opportunities and expanded my empathy for those who 
don’t know Christ.
 
As an elder at Bethlehem, it continues to be a joy to 
labor side by side with the staff and non-staff elders, 
strategizing for the future, seeking to resolve new 
and old challenges. As part of the executive team of 
Bethlehem College & Seminary, under the oversight 
of the elders and the Bethlehem College & Seminary 
board, we officially launched an extension site of 
Bethlehem College & Seminary in Yaounde, Cameroon. 
Dr. Dieudonne Tamfu is the director. Dieudonne studied 
at The Bethlehem Institute (Class of 2010), earned a 
PhD at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, and 
served as associate pastor at Jubilee Community Church 

in South Minneapolis. He and Dominique and their two 
children are now living in Yaounde, where Dieudonne is 
“upgrading” his street French to “proper” French, while 
recruiting the first cohort of students and laying the 
groundwork for planting a church and a church-based 
seminary in the capital city of his native Cameroon. 
What a joy to travel with him to Cameroon in May to 
plant some seeds with him.
 
Julie and I began a new chapter in our lives together. 
We are now officially “empty nesters.” I walked my two 
youngest daughters down the aisle (CJ in May, Emma in 
August) and was privileged to have the best seat in the 
house as they and their husbands exchanged vows before 
God in the presence of many loved ones.
 
What follows are some facts and figures that my colleagues, 
Brian Tabb (Academic Dean and Associate Professor of Biblical 
Studies) and Connie Kopischke (Registrar, Bursar, and 
Director of Institutional Research) have compiled for the 
record. Behind every fact and figure is an occasion to 
praise God for what he has done, what he is doing now, 
and what he will do in the future through Bethlehem 
Baptist Church’s church-based college and seminary.
 
With gratitude and joyful anticipation,

Tom Steller
Pastor for Leadership Development; Senior Adviser to the 
President, Dean of Global & Alumni Outreach and Associate 
Professor of New Testament, Bethlehem College & Seminary

Tom Steller
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 

BETHLEHEM COLLEGE & SEMINARY
“... Teaching them to observe all that I commanded you.”—Matthew 28:20
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Facts & Figures 
Programs 
We launched a new evening degree program, the MA in 
Exegesis and Theology.

Faculty
• We promoted Dr. John Beckman to Associate 

Professor of Old Testament.
• The following faculty published books in 2018:

 � Joe Rigney, C.S. Lewis on the Christian Life
 � Jason DeRouchie, “Zephaniah,” in ESV 

Expository Commentary
 � Rick Shenk, The Genesis of Marriage
 � Dieudonné Tamfu, 2 Peter and Jude
 � Andy Naselli, That Little Voice in Your Head

• Brian Tabb succeeded D.A. Carson as general 
editor of the journal Themelios.

Accreditation 
In January, we will submit our paperwork to the Association 
for Biblical Higher Education to renew our accreditation 
for the next 10 years. In March, we will host ABHE 
representatives for a site visit.

Alumni 
We launched three MDiv graduates (Luke Salik, Don 
Straka, and David Lund) to church plant in Boise, 
Idaho, with another graduate, Ryan Eagy; Micah & 
Jess were appointed as global partners to South Asia; 
Tyler Mykkanen joined Sojourners Church (in Albert 
Lea, Minnesota) as lead pastor; Scott Hubbard joined 
Desiring God as a staff writer; Mark Dickson is finishing 
his ThM and acting as visiting professor in the Omnia 
program for Spring 2019. 
 
 

2018 Graduates
Certificate in Theological Studies.........................2
Associate of Arts....................................................14
Bachelor of Arts.....................................................19
Bachelor of Theology.............................................8
Master of Arts in Biblical & Pastoral Studies.......3
Master of Divinity...................................................13
Master of Theology.................................................1

Total.........................................................................60

New Degree-Seeking Students in Fall 2018
Freshmen (College).................................................34*
Junior Transfers (College).......................................1
Degree Completion Program (College) 
          Minneapolis...................................................10
          Memphis........................................................2
Master of Arts in Exegesis & Theology 
          Minneapolis...................................................15
          Memphis........................................................4
Master of Divinity...................................................15**
                              *Includes 1 international student
                              **Includes 2 international students    

Total New Degree Seeking Students............................81

Fall 2018 Enrollment 
A total of 210 students enrolled including students from 
32 states and six countries (Canada, Myanmar, El Salvador, 
Italy, Taiwan, United States).

Graduates to Date 
Individuals who have earned a degree(s) from Bethlehem 
College & Seminary: 343.
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The world is filled with philosophies and human 
traditions that continue to take people captive. Jesus is 
the head of all rule and authority, and he is calling his 
children to go to all the nations and help set the captives 
free. We are honored and burdened to be part of his 
beautiful, freeing work. 

Global Partners
As we begin 2019, our global partners number 203 
adults and 235 children for a total of 438 individuals (as 
compared to 207 adults and 233 children, totaling 440 
at this time last year). We have 92 couples and 19 singles 
living in 39 countries of the world—a total of 111 “GP units.” 
Last year, we had 112 GP units on the ground in 38 
different countries.

The following nine global partners completed their 
service in 2018: Burt & Trish K., Andrew & Sara K., Will & 
Theresa B., Phil & Lyla T., and Alison G. Eight global 
partners were commissioned: Emily J., Kevin K., Dave & 
Laurie R., Jonathan & Jenny M., Daniel R., and Amanda F. 
Additionally, three adults have been approved as global 
partners, and they are support-raising and finishing their 
final preparations: Will & Sarah M. and Anna B. 

Global Outreach (GO) Team
We thank God for the 24 outstanding volunteers who 
prepared, sent, and cared for our global partners:   

• Downtown Campus—Don & Clara Klatke, Travis 
& Susan Myers, Darin & Cristy Brink, Tracy 
Brandon, and Scott & Cindy Purser.

• North Campus—Morris & Wendy Johnson, Jon & 
Joby Morgan, Tom & Julie Varno, Joann Pittman, and 
Steve & Liz Stein.

• South Campus—Terry & Eileen Kurschner, Matt & 
Jessica Gens, and Mark & Tedde Lundstedt.

Erin Baumeister finished her service on the Downtown 
GO Team, and we are grateful for her faithful ministry 
to our global partners.

Global Outreach (GO) Staff 
In the summer of 2018, Nick W. replaced Micah B. 
as Ministry Assistant for Global Outreach, and Marianne 
Derfus replaced Lida Sheard as Administrative Assistant 
for Global Outreach. Micah B. & family will be serving as 
global partners in Southeast Asia, and Lida Sheard is now 
working as the Administrative Assistant for Church Planting. 
Tim & Cassie D. joined the GO Staff as a global partners-
in-residence to assist with the Nurture Program. 

GO staff members continuing into 2019 include David 
Livingston, Pastor for Global Outreach Member Care; Brad 
Nelson, Pastor for Global Outreach Strategic Short-Term 
Ministry; JoNell Baker, Administrative Assistant for Global 
Outreach; and Tamara Rasmuson, Volunteer Coordinator for 
Global Partner Care. 

Barnabas Teams
Each global partner has a team of supporters who pray 
for them regularly and support them in a variety of ways: 
relationally, emotionally, spiritually, and practically. At 
the end of 2018, about 650 members of Bethlehem were 
serving on Barnabas teams.

Global Focus
The 2018 theme for Global Focus was “Jesus Only,” 
which began with a time of prayer and worship on Friday 
night, October 26. On the first Sunday, October 28, our 
guest speaker, Global Partner Vijay M., preached on the 
dangers of syncretism from Colossians 2:6–10. He also 
gave an evangelism seminar the following weekend. Our 
Global Focus Celebration on Sunday night was at our 
North Campus. On the second Sunday, November 4, 
Pastor Jason preached a sermon titled, “Jesus + Nothing = 
Everything” from Galatians 5:2–4. Sixty-five people 
across the three campuses came forward, indicating a 
fresh stirring from God to go to the nations. Later that 
day, Pastor Jason & Cara Meyer hosted “Missions in the 
Manse” at their home.  

Todd Rasmuson
GLOBAL OUTREACH

See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to 
the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells 

bodily, and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority.—Colossians 2:8–10
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Nurture Program
We prepare our people for global outreach ministry with 
our Nurture Program, which consists of a combination of 
strategies and resources for global ministry. Currently, 92 
are enrolled in the program, as compared to 99 last year. 

BAM (Business As Mission)
The BAM committee in 2018 included Keith Anderson, 
Pastor Brad Nelson, Scott Rebney, Don Hoffert, Steve 
Walmsley, Paul Lindberg, Jonathan Rees, and Richard 
Swanson. Several others assisted occasionally and served 
as consultants, including Scott Riddle, Joe Krekelberg, 
and Jesse Rinkenberger. 

Global Diaconate
Joining me on our Global Diaconate task force in 2018 
were Steve Prater, Joel Assaraf, Kathryn Hedlund, Richard 
Swanson, Jeff & Deb Bender, Mike Anderson, Derek 
Dearth, and Olivia Beckman. I worked with Pastor Brad 
Nelson and Nick W. to provid pastoral and administrative 
support. This year, the Global Diaconate voted to provide 
financial support to 19 projects in 13 different countries in 
the name of Jesus Christ.

Sending and supporting with you in Christ and in no 
other name,

Todd Rasmuson
Pastor for Global Outreach

Nurture Program Application: Level 1 | Page 1 
Document Update: September 21, 2012 

Global Outreach   |   Bethlehem Baptist Church   |   720 13th Ave S   |   Minneapolis MN 55415   |   612.338.7653   |   nurtureprogram@hopeingod.org 

 

LEVEL 1 - APPLICATION FORM 
NOTE: For those planning to be sent by Bethlehem, we require official enrollment in the Nurture Program for a minimum of two years, 
measured from Level 1 interview date, which will take place after the receipt of this application and attendance at Orientation. 

PART I – BASIC INFORMATION 

Name: 

     

 Date: 

     

 

Address: 

     

 
               

     

 
Home:  

     

 
Mobile: 

     

 
Date of Birth: 

     

 

Email: 

     

 I attend the following campus & service regularly: 
 
Downtown: 

 Sat. evening    9 or 11am    Sun. evening 
 
North:   9am    11am 
South:    9am    11am 

Marital Status:  Single    Married    Divorced    Widow/er 
 
If Applicable 

Spouse’s Name: 

     

  
Wedding Anniversary: 

     

 
Children (name & age): 

     

 

Current Relationship to Bethlehem Baptist Church (check one): 
 

 Member since 

     

 (month/yr) and attending since 

     

 (month/yr). 
 Regular attender since 

     

 (month/yr). 
 Occasional church attender. 
 Involved in a church other than Bethlehem (please specify): 

Church Name: 

     

 
Address:          

     

 
Denomination: 

     

 
Member?          Yes    No 

List three Bethlehem pastors, elders or small group leaders who know you well and could serve as references for you: 
1) 

     

 
2) 

     

 
3) 

     

 

! !
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The Downtown Campus Worship Department was 
blessed in 2018 to labor for God’s kingdom. January 
began, as every January does, celebrating Bethlehem’s 
priorities. Our department hosted the Evening of Word 
& Prayer. Later, our weekend services celebrated the 
sanctity of human life and the importance of ethnic 
harmony. At the end of the month, we were honored 
to help lead worship for the Bethlehem College & 
Seminary Conference for Pastors + Church Leaders. 
During the conference, my wife, Lisa, and I hosted 
more than 30 worship leaders from around the country 
in our home for a wonderful evening of fellowship and 
encouragement. 
 
Minneapolis hosted Super Bowl LII in February, which 
presented our Downtown Campus with a unique 
opportunity to love our city. We walked the streets of 
Minneapolis and invited people to join us for a worship 
service and meal. Despite the sub-zero temps, the Lord 
provided a good turnout of volunteers and visitors. 
Later in February, we preached through Bethlehem’s 
“Fill These Cities: 25 x ’25” initiative through a series 
of sermons on church planting (Pastor Kenny Stokes), 
global outreach (Global Partner Micah B.), and 
strengthening the core (Elder James Lecheler and 
Pastor Paul Poteat). We also welcomed several covenant 
members into our church body.
 
In March, Pastor Jason continued preaching through 
the Gospel of Mark. Palm Sunday came at the end of 
the month; our youth choir helped lead worship for the 
Sunday morning services. In the past, the Downtown 
Campus hosted a Maundy Thursday service each year, 
but in 2018, the pastoral staff decided to shift this 
“service of remembrance” to Good Friday. We gathered 
to reflect on Christ’s work on the cross through 
Scripture readings and hymns, and to consider the 
darkness of our sinful world represented by gradually 
dimming candles. 

The month of April began with a glorious celebration 
of our Savior, the Light of the world, risen from the 
dead. On Easter, we added a fourth weekend service and 
were delighted to be led in worship by our adult choir, 

directed by Kristin Borski. We celebrated baptisms 
in every service as symbols of new life in Christ. (A 
special thank you to Kristin for directing the choir and 
to Annalisa Overgaard for her beautiful Easter visuals.) 
Later in the month, several pastors traveled to Memphis, 
Tennessee, to attend the MLK50 conference, and then I 
traveled to Louisville to speak on a worship leader panel 
for the Together for the Gospel conference (“Distinct 
From the World”). Both conferences were powerfully 
moving and a deep blessing to my own soul. I continue 
dreaming about how to implement their important 
themes at Bethlehem.
 
May marked the commencement of Bethlehem College 
& Seminary’s graduating class. We thank the Lord for 
these graduates, who are being sent out in his Name. 
Most notably, we expressed gratitude for my ministry 
assistant, Luke Salik, who, with his wife, Andrea, was 
commissioned to plant Table Rock Church in Boise, 
Idaho. Please join us in praying for their ministry. At the 
end of the month, I preached at the Downtown Campus 
from Matthew 18 as we welcomed several brothers and 
sisters into church membership. 
 
In June, the Lord provided us with several new partners 
in ministry! Tyler Stitt (4th year student in Bethlehem 
College & Seminary’s Master of Divinity program) was 
hired as Ministry Assistant for Worship & Music, Downtown, 
filling Luke Salik’s role in assisting me with service 
planning and worship leading. Kristin Borski was hired 
as a Ministry Assistant for Vocal Worship, Downtown, and 
has done a fantastic job of training our vocalists and 
directing our choirs. She has grown our vocal ministry 
to the point where we now have vocal groups on each of 
our three teams, allowing us to pursue a greater breadth 
of music. Andrew Horning was hired as the Coordinator 
for Media Ministries, Downtown. The Worship and Media 
departments work together regularly, and it’s been a 
blessing to have Andrew on the team.

July was a quieter month where we heard campus-
specific preaching from Pastor Ken Currie from the 
apostle Paul’s first letter to the church in Thessalonica. 
In August, I had the opportunity to share what the Lord 
has taught us at Bethlehem to encourage the larger 

Matthew Westerholm
DOWNTOWN WORSHIP & MUSIC

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and his greatness is unsearchable.—Psalm 145:3
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church by traveling to Akron, Ohio, and speaking at 
Christ Community Chapel’s “Gathering” conference. 

September was an important month at Bethlehem’s 
Downtown Campus. We launched our Fall season with 
a Fall kick-off choir and the celebration of baptisms. I 
never tire of hearing the miraculous stories of how the 
Lord is calling people to himself. Bethlehem’s elders 
voted to end the Saturday evening service and transition 
to three Sunday services. This major transition has been 
a blessing to our worship volunteers and, we believe, 
to our church as a whole. It has presented several new 
discipleship opportunities for our people and provided 
for more regular and meaningful connections with one 
another on Sunday mornings.

In the month of October, we heard from Global Partner 
Vijay M. on “Jesus Alone, or Jesus Also?”—part of 
our Global Focus series. Our services also featured a 
solo by Vijay’s wife, Abigail, who sang “Idigo Deva Naa 
Jeevitham.” Translated from the Telugu dialect, the song 
says, “O Lord, here is my life”—a beautiful prayer for 
us, as we consider engaging the unengaged peoples of 
the world. Additionally, our ministry assistants Tyler and 
Kristin got engaged this month! They will be married 
in January 2019; please pray for them as they pursue 
vocational ministry after Tyler’s graduation next May. 

November was a busy month for me personally. The 
Lord gave me an opportunity to speak at the Doxology 
& Theology conference in Louisville. It was a delight 
to share with them the lessons and wisdom that he had 
taught us here at Bethlehem over the past few months. I 
also had the privilege of preaching from 1 Thessalonians 
for one of our campus-specific weekends. That same 
Sunday, Tyler taught our congregation a new song, “All 
Must Be Well.” Our department purchased artwork 

from Don Clark, which we featured during our services 
throughout the weeks of Advent. 

The Advent season began December 2. At each Sunday 
service, a child brought a lit candle into the dimmed 
Sanctuary, symbolizing the Light of the World coming 
to save us from our sinful darkness. The youth choir 
led us in “Go Tell It on the Mountain,” and the adult 
choir taught us the Fred Hammond song, “You Are 
the Living Word.” For Christmas weekend, Pastor 
Jason Meyer turned to Luke 2 to remind us of the 
great joy we find in Christ’s incarnation. We celebrated 
Christmas Eve with a beautiful service, considering how 
our lives fit into “The Biggest Story” (with some help 
from Kevin DeYoung’s book of the same title). Many 
thanks to Annalisa Overgaard for her visual arts and 
design ministry. She labored many hours to beautify our 
Sanctuary, as we celebrated the coming of our King. 
 
As a Worship Ministry, we end 2018 by looking to the 
Lord. We pray that he would help us see clearly what he 
has done and is doing in Jesus. We pray that he would 
help us experience a foretaste of the embrace that awaits 
us and to fully sense what we already know of his great 
love toward us.
 
Loving God and loving you all,

Matthew Westerholm
Pastor for Worship & Music, Downtown
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The verse above states clearly that one of the Apostle 
Paul’s aims in ministry was joy. We were once dead in our 
sins and heading to hell, but in Christ we are now alive in 
the best sense of the word and heading to heaven and a 
fuller experience of God and his glories. Literally nothing 
could be better; as Christians, there is good reason for 
joy. In Adult Discipleship, we are equipping small group 
leaders and organizing classes so that grace would extend 
to more and more people, increasing thanksgiving to the 
glory of God. In a word, we are working for your joy. 

Strategy
Last year we introduced an organizational paradigm for 
discipleship at the Downtown Campus: hospital, home, 
and gym. The hospital is our counseling ministry—
discipleship for crisis situations or acute needs. The home  
is our small group ministry—the priority organizational 
structure for everyday life discipleship for men and women.  
The gym is primarily our classroom ministry—discipleship 
to train laborers for the harvest field. Of these three, the 
home and gym fall under Adult Discipleship.

Home: Small Groups
At the Downtown Campus, we currently have 70 small 
groups with 812 people involved. These 70 groups are led 
by 179 leaders, co-leaders, or apprentices preparing to lead 
in the future. We are always seeking to recruit, train, and 
deploy leaders for groups. In the last year, 33 men and 25 
women have taken part in our small group leader training. 

Gym: Classroom Discipleship
We continue to offer various Sunday School classes: 
College Connection, King’s Friends, Mosaic, All Nations 
Fellowship, and Escuela Dominical (Hispanic Sunday 
School). This Fall, we offered a Biblical Theology class 
(which used the entire Bible to point to Christ) and a 
Systematic Theology class (which explored major themes 
such as God as Trinity and the nature of humanity). We 
continue to build a core curriculum of classes to offer 
on a rotation in order to touch on important aspects of 
Christianity. We also had 181 people take the membership 
class and 47 take the baptism class this year. 

Closing
As elders, we seek to join the Apostle Paul to work with 
you for your joy. John Piper has said, “A shared joy is a 
doubled joy.” We hope that you will experience the joy to 
be found in Jesus with such a richness and depth that you 
would be compelled to share that joy with others. Through 
our classes and life together in small groups, I pray the 
Lord would grow us all into happier, healthier, and holier 
disciples of Jesus, who in turn help others grow as disciples 
as well.

Jared Wass
Pastor for Small Groups, Downtown

Jared Wass
DOWNTOWN SMALL GROUPS & ADULT DISCIPLESHIP

… We work with you for your joy ...—2 Corinthians 1:24
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I am deeply thankful for the opportunity to serve our 
Downtown Campus by working with you for your joy 
in Jesus as we seek to apply God’s glorious gospel to the 
general and specific troubles and pleasures of everyday 
life in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Here are a few highlights of what the Lord has been 
doing among us: 

Equipping the Saints for the Work of Ministry 
(Ephesians 4:12)

Christian Counseling & Educational Foundation Classes
In 2018, we offered five CCEF graduate-level counseling 
courses at the Downtown Campus. The Lord gave grace 
for us to teach:

• Dynamics of Biblical Change: A course on 
the counseling model, taking a deep dive into 
answering practical questions, such as how does 
Christ’s past grace, present grace, and future grace 
speak to our hearts and change how we live our 
daily lives? This course is about people. It is about 
how we face the troubles of life. It is about how we 
deal with our inner struggles. It is about how we 
change into Jesus’ image. 

• Counseling and the Local Church: A course 
helping students understand how the church is 
and can continue to develop to be the context for 
profound personal ministry and counseling.

• Counseling Problems & Procedures: A course 
that, with God’s help, aims to go deep with the 
everyday and universal problems of life, such as 
guilt, shame, fear, anger, and suffering. It also 
goes broad by considering problems that are not 
found in a concordance, such as bipolar disorder, 
schizophrenia, dissociative identity disorder, 
anorexia and bulimia, and addictions. 

• Marriage Counseling: A course that provides 
a model that connects the truth of the gospel to 
everything that we are going to see in marriage 
problems, as well as problems in relationships 
broader than the marriage context.

• Theology & Secular Psychology: A course 
that helps students understand where biblical 
counseling fits both within the church and in 
relation to the surrounding mental health system. 

To date, we’ve trained more than 110 men and women 
through CCEF classes, and more than 50 of them call the 
Downtown Campus home. These students are currently 
involved in a wide range of ministry roles, including:

• Abuse care
• Bethlehem Baptist Church ministry and support staff
• Bethlehem College & Seminary faculty and staff
• Bethlehem College & Seminary students and spouses
• Campus Outreach ministers
• Counselors
• Global partners
• Pastors and their wives
• Small group leaders
• Small group coaches
• Titus 2 mentors

I treasure being able to walk with these students into 
deeper, richer, and more robust expressions of wise and 
compassionate care. They bless me tremendously by 
helping me to see Jesus more clearly and to love others 
more deeply.

Bethlehem College & Seminary
I have the privilege of co-teaching the counseling classes 
to our seminarians with my friend and fellow-Bethlehem 
member Glen Bloomstrom. Highlights of the 2018 
academic year include:

• 17 men completed their second semester of 
counseling

• 16 men completed their first semester of counseling
• Topics included counseling models, methods, local 

church context, suffering, grief and loss, guilt and 
shame, anger, fear and anxiety, depression, crisis 
and trauma, suicide, alcoholism, addictions, eating 
disorders, abuse/oppression and neglect, infidelity, 
diseases affecting mood, intellect, behavior, 
psychiatric disorders, same-sex attraction, and 
gender identity/transgender issues

• Mentoring three outstanding students: Luke Salik 
(2018 graduate; Table Rock Church plant), Matt 
Denzer (4th year), and Eric Melling (3rd year)

To watch these men and their wives prepare to launch 
(or launch!) into a vast ministry field is a humbling and 
delightful process.  

Bryan Pickering
DOWNTOWN CARE & COUNSELING

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.—Lamentations 3:22–23
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Grieving Seminar & GriefShare
We were blessed to have CCEF staff Ed Welch and 
Julie Lowe come to Bethlehem in July to help us better 
understand together what grieving before God with 
others looks like. And this event fed into our first 
GriefShare group at the Downtown Campus, led by 
Keith & Mary Anderson and Glen & Ruth Bloomstrom. 

Small Group Leader Training
We focused on helping small group leaders gain more 
skill in walking with people experiencing suicidal 
thoughts. We spent eight weeks walking through Ed 
Welch’s Caring for One Another as a way of deepening our 
mutual care for and discipleship of one another though 
our Downtown Campus small group ministry.

CCEF Conference
In October, several from the Downtown Campus 
traveled down Virginia Beach, Virginia, to attend 
CCEF’s national conference on Living Scripture. While 
enjoying the refreshment through worship and teaching, 
we were also able to invest time in edifying fellowship 
in small groups to learn with and from others in various 
counseling and personal ministry contexts.  

Refining a System of Care (Colossians 1:28)
I and the other Downtown Campus staff continue to 
labor to refine a robust, holistic system of care to deploy 
as needed. As a norm, this system includes pastoral 
oversight, focused care (could be a counselor or other 
specialist), and community involvement (most often a 
small group). We made good strides in this area in 2018 
and look forward to more growth in grace in 2019. We 
are also deploying our CCEF students in counseling 
relationships on an ongoing basis.

Joining God’s Heart for the Oppressed at the 
Downtown Campus (Psalm 103:6)
We’ve been blessed to continue to come alongside 
those who are struggling in the context of oppressive 
relationships. Many of these men and women—by 
the powerful grace of God at work in their hearts—
continue to take good steps forward with God’s help. We 
continue to grow together as a staff in understanding the 
dynamics present in oppressive relationships, identifying 
these patterns, and discerning how to be helpful to those 
in this situation. Several from the our church travelled 
to Philadelphia this summer to attend classes by Darby 
Strickland and Julie Lowe on caring well when abuse is 

present in the family and church contexts. Several have 
also benefited from the Men of Peace group offered 
through Redemption: Twin Cities. This group is already 
bearing fruit, and we are excited for what the Lord will 
do with this resource in 2019. 

Thank You (1 Corinthians 1:4)
I want to thank God publicly for all of you who have 
labored with our Care & Counseling Ministry by holding 
up the helpers and those being helped to our heavenly 
Father in prayer. I also want to thank him for all of 
your efforts to show tangible and refreshing expressions 
of God’s steadfast love toward his people—from the 
strongest to the weakest—and everyone in between. We 
know the Lord has been pleased to sustain this ministry 
through your seeking his face on our behalf. Please keep 
praying for fresh grace and new mercies! I also want 
to say a special thanks to God for a few of his many 
relational graces I get to experience on a regular basis: 

• My fellow Downtown Campus pastors and staff 
members; ladies and gentlemen, it is a joy to serve 
with you!

• Stephanie Denzer, my admin assistant in the 
Counseling Ministry, for her help in getting an 
effective process of care and counseling off the 
ground and established.

• Kïrsten Christianson and the DART volunteers 
for your efforts to press our campus forward in our 
redemptive care for the oppressed and those who 
oppress others.

• Cache Barnes and all the men and women at 
Redemption: Twin Cities. Your consistent, wise, 
and compassionate counsel of our people is bearing 
fruit big-time. It’s a joy to have you near to us.

• Debby, my wife, for being the most excellent partner  
and friend in life and ministry these 22 years. She 
reflects the countenance of Jesus to me more 
consistently than any other person on the planet.

Bryan Pickering
Pastor for Care & Counseling, Downtown
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The call to love God and neighbor is the delightful duty 
of every Christian. It has been wonderful to see the 
many ways in which Bethlehem has continued to follow 
the call and example of Christ in seeking to love our 
neighbors as ourselves.

We Love the Refugees Who Have Come 
to Minnesota
Working in partnership with Refugee Life Ministries 
(RLM), a ministry of Arrive Ministries in Richfield, MN, 
Bethlehem has six active RLM teams. These teams aim 
to engage refugee families through English language 
education, tutoring the children, and sharing meals 
together. Pray that God would open opportunities for 
the gospel to be carried across the bridges formed by our 
teams into the lives of displaced peoples.

We Love the Spanish-Speaking Population 
of the Twin Cities
Under the leadership of Joey “Pepe” Bures, along 
with René Gonzalez and Natín Moreno, Bethlehem’s 
Hispanic Ministry has continued to flourish. Seeking 
to move the regular attendees toward membership, 
teaching materials have been translated into Spanish, 
which allowed three Spanish-speaking attendees to 
participate in the most recent membership class. The 
DNA booklet was also translated into Spanish for the 
further edification of our hermanos and hermanas. 
Spanish translation of the entire worship service is 
regularly available at the 9am service. Our Hispanic 
Ministry includes two Spanish-speaking small groups.

We Love Super Bowl Fans
When the Super Bowl came to the US Bank Stadium 
in February 2018, Bethlehem was ready to welcome 
the fans with open arms. About 100 of Bethlehem’s 
members met in the Commons for prayer and made a 
plan to invite the football fans to worship. Armed with 
invitations and matching winter hats, Bethlehem made 
its way around the stadium. We engaged with visitors 
to our city and welcomed them in for a special time of 
worship for them, where Pastor Richie Stark shared the 
gospel from sports fans’ favorite verse: John 3:16.

We Love to Fellowship With One Another
Bethlehem hosted three picnics this summer at Wabun 
Picnic Area. These well-attended events provided 
Bethlehem a chance to eat and fellowship with one 
another. The picnics were led by Gretchen Spencer, 
Laura Clawson, and Andrew Sheard.

We Love to Serve Our Family
The second year of our Deacon Ministry has continued 
to be fruitful. Bob Sarna and Perry Ryan continue to 
serve together to meet the practical needs of our church 
body. Renee Warriner works with Lacey Johnson and 
Kylie Mathews to provide meals for those in times of 
need. Jeff Noyed continues his faithful work among the 
poor through Jericho Road Ministries. Nate Warriner 
has helpfully gathered names of those who are willing to 
provide emergency housing for our members in need.

We Love Our Pastors Well
Finally, the Tong family would like to sincerely thank 
Bethlehem for the three-month sabbatical which we 
enjoyed this summer. We were able to visit family in 
Taiwan, explore the Great Barrier Reef on the eastern 
coast of Australia, and surf the waves of Waikiki Beach in 
Honolulu. (Don’t worry, we didn’t touch a single seashell.)

Mike Tong
Pastor for Neighborhood Outreach, Downtown

Mike Tong
DOWNTOWN NEIGHBORHOOD OUTREACH

For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”—Galatians 5:14
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In January 2018, I had the joy of stepping into the role of 
Minister for Women at the Downtown Campus. It has 
been a year of learning, adjustment, and abundant grace 
from God. I am thankful for the many opportunities to 
get to know more women at Bethlehem, share their  
joys and griefs, and study God’s word together. Serving 
with the Downtown Campus pastoral team has been 
a privilege and an honor. It is a gift to work alongside 
these brothers, whose leadership has been a great blessing  
to me. The servant-hearted partnership of my Women’s 
Leadership Team has been invaluable: Tammy Peters,  
Krista Coronado, Alyssa Miller, Ruth Bloomstrom, Gretchen  
Spencer, Emily Daniels, and Connie Oman. I am deeply 
indebted to the many volunteers who help to make the 
different elements of our Women’s Ministry possible!

Bible Studies
This year our Bible studies included studies on James, 
the Apostle Paul’s teachings, 1 John, 1 Peter, and Nehemiah. 
Leah Moreno and Magali Gonzalez provided Spanish 
translation for the Summer Bible Study of 1 John, giving  
us the added blessing of worshiping and studying alongside  
our Spanish-speaking sisters at Bethlehem. It was a joy 
to join women by digging deeper into God’s word in 
groups and asking God to let his word do the double-
edged sword work of changing us. In hopes of preparing 
and encouraging more women to learn how to teach, we 
completed a First Principles (Women) workshop through 
the Charles Simeon Trust with 13 women. 

Titus 2 Mentoring Ministry
The Downtown Campus had 30 Titus 2 mentoring 
groups in 2018, with 41 mentors and 135 mentees. 
Bethlehem’s three campuses decided to make Titus 2 
more campus-specific in 2019. Thankfully, the Titus 2 
committee leaders from the all-campus team agreed 
to stay on and help me with the Downtown Campus 
ministry. All three campuses will transition the ministry 
schedule to match the school year calendar, starting the 
Titus 2 groups in September and going through May. 
February–May 2019 will be a transition period toward 
the new schedule. Mentor training will take place in 
the Spring and Summer instead of the Fall. Three new 
mentors joined our Downtown Campus Titus 2 in 2018. 
Londa Wagner wrote an interactive study on ethnic 

harmony that she went through with her Titus 2 group, 
as well as presenting the study materials as a resource 
for other Titus 2 groups. The Downtown Campus will 
no longer hold a Mentee Coffee in January as the on-
ramp to joining a group. Instead, mentors and mentees 
are encouraged to invite women to join their groups, 
and Bethlehem will refer interested women to existing 
groups throughout the year. 

MOMS
Krista Coronado and Janette Takata continued to lead 
MOMS, meeting the first and third Tuesdays of the 
month during the school year. In the first part of 2018, 
the theme was “Contentment in Christ.” In the Fall, 
the theme switched to “Abiding in Christ.” Within the 
framework provided by these themes, speakers presented 
on topics ranging from technology to anger to living 
abroad. Eighty moms registered for the 2018–2019 year.

White Cross
Under the leadership of MaryAnn Burnes, this group of 
women continued to meet twice a month to make quilts, 
eat lunch, and share devotions together. 

Events
All-Campus
The Downtown Campus joined with the Women’s 
Ministries at the North and South campuses to host 
several speakers this year, including Ellen Dykas from 
Harvest USA, and Ruth Bauman, Caroline Jones, and 
Cache Barnes from Redemption: Twin Cities. We were 
greatly blessed by the wisdom that they shared about 
caring for ourselves and others in a broken world. 
Women’s Ministries also put on the Spring Conference 
at the North Campus with Jen Wilkin as speaker. 

September Evening of Worship and Prayer    
On September 7, approximately 80 women from the 
Downtown Campus gathered together to worship, 
pray for the upcoming year of ministry, and fellowship 
together. Women representing various life stages, 
vocations, and ministries guided corporate and 
individual prayer times.
 

Samm Poteat
DOWNTOWN WOMEN’S MINISTRY

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. —1 John 4:10–11
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Christmas Celebration 
More than 300 women gathered on December 1 to 
celebrate Christ’s birth and enjoy brunch. Together 
we worshiped Christ in Spanish, English, and Chinese 
through song, dance, testimony, and Scripture. 
All thanks to Alyssa Miller and her planning team—
Kim Danneker, Magali Gonzalez, Deena Hougard and 
Lynnette Simpson—for making the event possible! 

Samm Poteat
Minister for Women, Downtown 
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Overview
In the conclusion of my 2014 annual report, I said, 
“The glory of Christ and the grace he brings has risen 
more fully to the surface this year and I believe it is just 
beginning to blossom and will do so even more by God’s 
faithful grace in 2015 and following. I look forward to 
giving annual reports in the years to come, of this unfolding 
story of God’s grace in Christ to undeserving sinners at 
Bethlehem among families which bring both salvation 
and sanctification for our joy. If I had to summarize this 
glorious theme in a word it would be a name: Jesus.”

I look forward with anticipation to repeating the above 
paragraph each year in my report, for God is faithful to 
lift up, above all things, his name and the name of his 
Son. He has done so again in 2018.

Evidences of Grace That Have Come
Disability Ministry
The vision of the Disability Ministry continues to 
spread as God is glorified in classrooms, support is 
given to families, and through the sermon messages. 
It has been a joy and privilege to see God providing 
this past year in bringing volunteers to serve as 1:1 
buddies for those with special needs (from toddlers to 
adults). We see his continual grace in our His Strength 
adaptive class. God has granted difficult yet valuable 
moments to minister to needs and connect with parents 
in encouragement and prayer, pointing to Jesus in all 
things. God continues to supply our needs at events 
which support families while connecting the church 
body to serve together. The CCEF “Living Word” 
conference was helpful for Michelle Ryan to attend, as 
this year has again been challenging to meet the needs of 
families in crisis battling significant health issues—child, 
parent, or both—and the growing adult ministry. In all 
of this, God continues to teach me to be fully dependent 
on him, leaning on prayer, his good timing, and his grace 
along the way. 
 
Nursery Ministry
By God’s grace and with joy, we served parents and their 
little ones this year by teaching them God’s word with 
growing affections for Christ and through the ministry 
of song, prayer, and physical care. God continues to 

grant the gift of life, and so we, with parents, receive 
these young children with gratitude.This year is yet 
another testimony to our Father’s help and grace in 
ministering to children by serving our Women’s Ministry 
providing childcare for MOMS and Women’s Bible 
studies, as well as providing childcare for the Small 
Group Ministry’s quarterly small group leaders’ dinners.

Parent Support  
The psalmist said, “Come and hear, all you who fear 
God, and I will tell you what he has done for my 
soul” (Psalm 66:16). This text has given shape to four 
ministries with new energy this year: 

• “6616”: Two parent-child events were held during 
the Summer to give witness in story form to the 
glory and grace of God in Jesus Christ

• Adding a Father-Son Retreat alongside the 
Father-Daughter Retreat 

• Revising the vision for the “Grace for Dead Dogs” 
Men’s Gatherings by serving men in recounting the 
faithfulness of God and the power of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ through story 

• Looking forward to expanding our “Mothers & 
Sons for the Nations” events (a sweet ministry over 
these last six years) to “Families for the Nations” 
next year, as we recount together what God is doing 
through global partner families who are serving him 
among the peoples 

 
Parent Room
A highlight in our Parent Room was a visit from 
Caroline Jones, helping parents love and lead their 
children—particularly the ones with loud emotions. This 
event captures the essence of the Parent Room, in that 
we want to equip and encourage parents, who are in this 
for the “long game,” with the power of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Additionally, this year the Spirit has granted 
me new insight regarding some helpful revision for 2019 
that I trust will be received well by parents.
 
Fifth Grade Graduation 
This year God graciously provided his wisdom and 
love to my team and the middle school team, drawing 
us together to serve students in Grade 5 and their 
parents in a purposeful transition. This evening included 
dinner, a final gospel call by me with an emphasis on 

Bud Burk
DOWNTOWN CHILDREN & FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP

But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.—Galatians 6:14
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Jesus Christ as The Lion, the Lamb, and the Word, 
and a brand new gospel call by Richie Stark, who gives 
leadership to youth ministry as he welcomed these 
students with joy. The point: “We have shown you 
Christ and will continue to do so, though the context is 
changing.” 

Sunday School  
This year was a capstone year, as it closes a four-
year long curriculum transition in our mid-to-older 
elementary classes. We now teach children the Gospel of 
Luke and the book of Acts on a four-year rotation. It is 
a joy to have found a way to increasingly emphasize who 
Jesus is, what he did, and what he is doing through Luke 
and Acts, as we point these older children to Christ one 
last time before they move on to middle school. 

Evidences of Grace That We Trust Will Come
• Increased grace with increased “6616” events for 

parents and children during the Summer
• Increased felt support by parents through new 

parent-support expressions in 2019
• Older elementary-aged children being captured 

by the glory of the Son in the Gospel of Luke and 
the book of Acts, as they are led by adults who are 
being re-captured by the same

Bud Burk
Pastor for Children & Family Discipleship, Downtown

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Weekly Services Age Group Total Unique 
Participants Participant Average

Total Volunteers 
(includes 1:1 

Buddies & Subs)
Volunteer Average

Sunday 9:00am Preschool–
Grade 5 113 72 52 22

Sunday 11:00am Preschool–
Grade 5 217 149 85 47

Weekly Service Totals: 330 221 137 69

NURSERY MINISTRY

Total number of babies born: 43

Weekly Services Age Group Total Unique 
Participants Participant Average Total Caregivers Caregiver Average

Saturday 5:30pm 
(Saturday night) All Nurseries 15 10 13 5

Sunday 9:00am All Nurseries 69 58 49 32

Sunday 11:00am All Nurseries 54 43 36 25

Weekly Service Totals: 138 111 98 62

Special Events (MOMS & Bible Studies) 91 59 11 5

2018 Downtown Campus Attendance Statistics

*September 2, 2018, was the last Saturday night service at the Downtown Campus.
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HIS STRENGTH DISABILITY MINISTRY

10 children with weekly 1:1 Buddies in Preschool–Grade 12

2 Respite Night events for Downtown families, serving 9 families

SPECIAL EVENTS & FAMILY GATHERINGS

Picnic in Main Hall: 80 attendees

Parenting by Way of Vision: 20 family units attended (average of 3 separate events throughout the year)

Children Dedicated: 44 children

5th Grade Dinner: 55 family units attended (graduation dinner partnering with the Youth Team)

Grace for Dead Dogs mens’ gathering: 10 attendees (average of 4 separate events throughout the year)

Downtown Campus Volunteer Training: 82 attendees

Psalm 66:16 Father-Son Gathering: 35 attendees

Psalm 66:16 Mother-Daughter Gathering: 50 attendees

Father-Daughter Retreat: 24 father/daughter pairs attended

Father-Son Retreat: 25 father/son pairs attended

Parenting Children With Loud Emotions in the Parent Room: 90 attendees
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Overview
This Fall we began a series in Colossians. We are learning 
about Jesus being the head of all of creation and the 
head of all the new creation that is yet to come. 

Staff & Volunteers
This year our staff team included Patrick Claytor, 
Ministry Assistant for Middle School Discipleship, Downtown; 
Emily Howe, Ministry Assistant for Sr High Discipleship, 
Downtown; Daniel Simmons, Ministry Assistant for Sr High 
Worship, Downtown; and Jenna Thomsen, Administrative 
Assistant for Youth & Family Discipleship, Downtown.

The Middle School and Sr High Ministries are blessed 
with 40+ adult volunteers. Their responsibilities include 
helping lead worship, giving announcements, caring 
for small groups, coordinating events, maintaining 
relationships outside of planned events—and some 
who come only to pray for students during the Youth 
Connection gathering.

Programming
This year we continued with similar programming. It was 
our second year having a Middle School Ministry (Grades 
6–8) instead of a Jr High Ministry (Grades 7–8), and it 
seems that students are growing closer to Jesus every year. 

During the school year, the Youth meet on Wednesday 
nights. We have made a more concentrated focus on 
small groups in the Sr High Ministry. On the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of the month, we meet as one big group. 
The 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month we have set 
aside for small groups. For Middle School, the big group 
and small group nights are on alternate weeks of the Sr 
High’s big/small group nights. 

On Wednesday evenings, the Middle School and Sr 
High groups have been studying Colossians. On Sunday 
mornings, they have worked their way through an 
overview of the first half of the Old Testament. (This 
study starts in Genesis and goes through 1 Samuel.) 

Many events have been hosted for students in 2018. All-
church youth events have included a Twins game, Jr High 

Summer Camp, and the Winter Retreat. As a Downtown 
Campus group, we have had an event just about every 
month. These range from pool parties, “Academy Awards 
Weekend,” and a Sr High Fall Kick-Off camping trip. 

Fruit 
The Lord has been working among us. About 20 
Downtown youth group students made professions of 
faith at Jr High Camp this summer. The total number of 
student professions across all three campuses was 36. We 
have baptized five students, and one of our students has 
even become a member of Bethlehem this year. 

Closing
2018 has been a year of growth for the Middle School 
and Sr High ministries. Some of us have grown deeper in 
our relationship with Jesus. Others have grown up out of 
some very difficult struggles. The Lord has used cancer 
to call one of our parents home. We have seen teens visit 
our youth group from all over the Twin Cities. My prayer 
is that the Lord would continue to use us as he used the 
apostle Paul to be a “light to the Gentiles.”

Richie Stark
Pastoral Resident for Youth & Family Discipleship, Downtown

Richie Stark
DOWNTOWN YOUTH & FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP

And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  
And he is the head of the body, the church.—Colossians 1:17–18
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YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP

Average Participants
Sunday School

Average Participants
Wednesday Total Participants Total Volunteers

Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall

Middle school 75 100 50 65 119 132 20 22

Sr High 40 60 33 40 83 100 24 23

Total Sunday School: 115 160 83 105 202 232 44 45

2018 Downtown Campus Attendance Statistics
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I write with a full heart after serving at Bethlehem for just 
over 18 months. I marvel at the Lord’s kindness to us this 
past year and the many evidences of grace to highlight. I’ll 
mention just a few to spur us on to thank the Lord for his 
steadfast love and his wondrous works to us.

Strengthening the Core 
As we continue to embark together on our Fill These 
Cities: 25 x ’25 vision, here are a few ways we sought to 
strengthen the core this past year. 

Small Groups Ministry
We have a campus-wide effort to renew our involvement 
in small groups ministry and to help us love one another 
in community. With our desire to have every person 
engaged in regular, ongoing, meaningful community with 
fellow believers, I am grateful that more than 120 new 
people found a small group, and we have 18 new small 
group leaders resulting from our Small Group Connect 
event in September.

Evangelism & Befriending Unbelievers
In November, we embarked on our campus-wide 
“Befriending” initiative so that we would grow in prayer 
for unbelievers and build intentional relationships 
with those who are without Christ. I am grateful that 
hundreds of us have a renewed desire to see God seek 
and seek to win unbelievers through our prayers, our 
labors, and our testimony of Jesus’ saving power.

North Campus Elders, Deacons, & Staffing
Pastor for Care & Counseling
Upon learning about Pastor Jack Delk’s desire to retire 
in Spring 2018, we put together a search committee 
and, over the next months, sought the Lord to provide 
us with a new Pastor for Care & Counseling. In God’s 
perfect timing, the same Sunday we said goodbye to 
Pastor Jack & Mary Delk we publically introduced 
Pastor Brian Liechty as our candidate. What incredible 
timing and grace from the Lord! I am so thankful 
that God and our congregation called Pastor Brian 
and his family to come serve as the Pastor of Care & 
Counseling. Brian has already been a gift to our North 
pastoral staff team, North elders, and the team of North 

Campus biblical counselors. I am eager to see what the 
Lord will do in the years to come.

North Elders & Deacons
It has been a joy and privilege to labor alongside the 
North elders. I see in them a desire to shepherd the 
flock of God willingly, eagerly, and with the love of 
Christ. By God’s grace, we appointed five congregational 
deacons (Julie Barmore, Sarah Bowe, Lisa Paschen, Tim 
Richterkessing, and Liz Stein) to serve this North body. 
We have also begun a training for potential elders that we 
have called “Faithful Men.” In the coming weeks, I hope 
also to increase our comprehensive congregational care 
that we provide to every member of the North Campus.

Pastoral Staff Camaraderie
In May, the pastoral staff and spouses got away for a 
few days for a retreat to rest, reconnect, laugh, play, and 
encourage one another in the Lord. It was a sweet time 
of worship, Bible study, sharing joys and sorrows, and 
enjoying one another’s company. I am grateful for how 
God has given us joy, love, and unity in serving together.

Other Highlights
Here are a few other highlights in no particular order:

• I am grateful for the opportunity to teach and 
preach God’s word on a regular basis. Studying 
the Scriptures and having the Bible shape us as a 
people has been a joy.

• The North Campus hosted an evening with author 
and speaker Rosaria Butterfield to spur us on in 
evangelism, hospitality, and befriending unbelievers.

• The North Campus partnered with the Charles 
Simeon Trust to host a workshop on biblical 
exposition to serve local pastors as they faithfully 
preach the Bible. We had a sweet time of fellow-
ship over the book of Exodus, with many of our 
North elders in attendance.

• I continue to marvel at how God is bringing many 
visiting scholars and students from other countries 
to our ESL ministry on Wednesday evening. Marvel 
with me that gospel seeds are being scattered week 
after week, and pray for the harvest. 
 

Steven Lee
NORTH LEAD PASTOR

“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”—Luke 19:10
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• Many of our elders took the opportunity to learn 
more about the work of the Holy Spirit at the 
Bethlehem Conference for Pastors + Church 
Leaders and to learn about ethnic harmony at the 
MLK50 Conference in Memphis, TN.

Personal
Writing this report has helped me to see afresh how 
good, how kind, how faithful, and how sufficient our God 
is. Though not without heartache and sorrow at times, I 
have loved serving here at Bethlehem and laboring among 
you as your pastor. It is a joy and privilege that I do not 
take for granted. Stephanie and I have enjoyed opening 
our home to get to know many of you. We continue to 
pray for wisdom and grace to love and shepherd our five 
children. Seeing them develop friendships and grow in 
grace here among you has been sweet.

In the coming year, may the Lord do far more than 
all that we could ask or think, according to his power 
at work within us, for his glory, our joy, and for the 
expansion of his kingdom near and far.

Grace and peace to you all in Christ Jesus.

Steven Lee
Lead Pastor, North
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No other New Testament text prescribes the “how” of 
corporate worship more clearly than Paul’s words to the 
Ephesian church in Ephesians 5:18–20 (and its parallel in 
Colossians 3:16). Because of that, this text has become 
the focus of my consideration during the latter days 
of 2018. As the Spirit-filled people of God, we are to 
take opportunities to address one another with psalms 
(we know what they are!), hymns (we love to sing from 
the great, historic canon of Christian hymnody!), and 
spiritual songs (whatever these musical forms are!). 
The call, in the next phrase, is to “sing” and “to make 
melody” (yes!) and to direct these expressions godward 
from the “heart.” Oh, how sweet it is to be the blood-
bought children of the God who demands of us not 
labor, not service, but heartfelt music-making in the 
presence of other like-minded believers. And, because 
of Christ, and in his name, we can give thanks to God 
“always and for everything.”

I am thankful at year’s end for the opportunity to 
continue in worship leadership at Bethlehem’s North 
Campus. Hundreds of volunteers continue to populate 
our platform throughout the year. Many children serve 
under the careful, choral oversight of Shirley Nagel 
(Joyful Praise), Becki Warnock (Choristers), and Mary 
Lee (Music Makers). Others serve instrumentally under 
the voluntary conducting care of Jeremy Kolwinska 
(Orchestra) and Connie Aiken (Strings in Service). Kevin 
Shull continues to function with a shepherding heart and 
highly refined musical skill as our part-time Director of 
Music & Worship, North, engaging the choral gifts of 
dozens in the Worship Choir and regularly conducting 
“breakout” instrumental ensembles, comprised of brass 
and string players. Mark Henderson has served shoulder-
to-shoulder with me as Sunday accompanist and so much 
more for 16 years. Vicki Crabtree, Dawn Onufrock, and 
Becki Warnock are accomplished accompanists who 
regularly employ their manifold gifts in worship to the 
glory of God. I am thankful for the plurality of leaders 
God has given to regularly serve our North Campus.

Sunday and Wednesday worship teams are the “bread 
and butter” of our worship life together, from rhythm 
players on guitar, drums, and bass to vocalists who blend 
and harmonize and solo so regularly. Tim Stokes—with 
his vast experience and well-developed skill—serves 

as occasional Sunday “fill-in” worship leader and 
Wednesday Connection “anchor.” I thank the Lord for 
Tim and for the dozens who moved beyond ministry 
partners to become friends and true brothers and sisters 
in Christ.

I have had the privilege of attending vision-refining 
and skill-developing conferences throughout 2018: 
Bethlehem College & Seminary Conference for Pastors + 
Church Leaders 2018 (Minneapolis) in January, Worship 
Together 2018 (Franklin, TN) in February, Lift 2018 
(Buckhead, GA) in May, and the Getty Music Worship 
Conference: Sing! (Nashville, TN) in September. Thank 
you, Bethlehem, for supporting your pastors as we seek 
to grow in knowledge and skill.

Personally, my days are filled with researching music, 
leading rehearsals, attending to pastoral care cases 
(continuing to serve as pastoral overseer of our North 
Campus DART ministry), pre-marriage counseling, 
weddings, funerals, and myriad other elder and pastoral 
duties. I still love my calling and have grown to deeply 
love the pastoral/ministerial, elder, and staff teams at 
our North Campus. And God has given me an ever-
deepening love for this beautiful, messy, prayerful, 
supportive, and encouraging “flock” of believers. 

Liz and I celebrated 35 years of marriage in February. 
I am deeply thankful for her continued calling and 
partnership. She has more than two dozen “piano 
cherubs” (students), who sit on our piano bench at home 
two days per week. Our children (and grandchildren!) 
live near and far: Anika & Dawson Linde live in Fort 
Collins, CO; Erik & Breckan Holst (with Everett—4, 
and Hadley—1) live in Lawrenceville (suburban Atlanta), 
GA; Mari & Garrett Anderson live in Mounds View, 
MN; and Anders (10th grade) still “hangs out” at home 
with his parents.         

With thanks to God always and for everything,

Dan Holst
Pastor for Worship, North

Dan Holst
NORTH WORSHIP & MUSIC

...Be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with 
your heart, giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.—Ephesians 5:18–20
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Time Investments at Bethlehem in 2018
• Composed the monthly LAMBgram newsletter for 

North Campus small group leaders and elders.
• Chaired the board of Bethlehem College & 

Seminary (appointed by the Bethlehem elder 
council), meeting regularly with President Tim 
Tomlinson, conferring with seminary leaders, and 
praying for each current graduate. It was a privilege 
this year to invest parts of two days consulting with 
John MacArthur on the philosophy and practices 
that govern The Master’s Seminary, the church-
based seminary and college in California.

• Led segments of Wednesday Connection prayer, 
participated regularly in the Sunday Pre-Service 
Prayer gatherings at 8:15am in the prayer room, and 
participated in the First Wednesday Fasts.

• Served as coordinator and teacher at the periodic 
small group leader training meetings, taught 
orientation sessions for new small group leaders, 
and conducted interviews of applicants.

• Mentored three Bethlehem College & Seminary 
apprentices and one graduate.

• Provided premarital counseling and presided at 
four weddings (Chris Taylor & Vicki Harrison, 
Scott Kresge & Kayleigh Abell, Jason Weber & 
Sarah Norberg, and Jake Sandquist & Ellie Erholtz) 
and played a supporting role in two other weddings. 
Helped navigate the termination of an engagement.

• Taught at four of the North Campus Wednesday 
Connection at Long Lake Regional Park in a series 
entitled “The Whole Story of the Bible in 16 Verses.”

• Taught in various settings: Sunday School classes, 
Membership & Baptism Classes, Wednesday 
Connection Grades 3–4 class, and others.

• Collaborated with Jared Wass (Pastor for Small 
Groups, Downtown) and Aaron Davitch (Pastor for 
Small Groups, South) in periodic meetings related 
to adult ministries on the three campuses.

• Served in various capacities at the North Campus, 
such as sharing in the Getting Acquainted With 
Bethlehem class, presiding and/or serving at 
the Communion Table, officiating at Covenant 
Affirmations, presiding in the waters of Baptism, 
and conducting interviews with candidates for 
baptism and membership.

• Preached at memorial services for Gordon Leslie 
Carr and Barb Youngquist.

• Spoke in Bethlehem College & Seminary chapel 
and in class.

• Participated in behind-the-scenes pastoral ministry, 
such as interfacing with the Domestic Abuse 
Response Team (DART), providing individual 
personal counsel for various individuals seeking it 
(including pastors from other churches), making 
hospital visits, speaking at a Christmas Gathering, 
and making home visits. 

• Wrote occasional blog posts for Bethlehem, as 
requested by the Communications department.

• Composed an “Ode to Molly Johnson” to read at 
the Women’s Conference, to honor her ten years 
of service.

• Assembled the North Campus Small Group 
Connect luncheon, through which 126 individuals 
found small groups.

• I preached at the North Campus the last Sunday 
of 2018.

Team Playing 
Our church and her leaders gladly partner with other 
ministries in the great cause of spreading a passion for 
the preeminence of our incomparable elder brother, 
Jesus Christ. In the spirit of collegiality, I engaged in 
the following:

• Consulted with the board of Desiring God on 
strategic planning long term. (After serving on 
this board for two decades, I rotated off the board 
January 1, 2018, my term having ended at the end of 
2017. During 2018 I was re-elected to another term 
beginning January 1, 2019.)

• Gave a couple hundred books to upperclassmen 
attending the annual Cru (Campus Crusade Twin 
Cities) Winter Conference seniors’ breakfast, which 
solicits upperclassmen for long-term ministry.

• Attended pastors’ prayer gatherings at Bethel 
University and University of Northwestern–St. Paul.

• Marched with folks from several congregations at 
the Whole Woman’s abortuary in Minneapolis. 
 

Sam Crabtree
NORTH SMALL GROUPS & ADULT DISCIPLESHIP

Who is sufficient for these things? For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God’s word, but as men of sincerity, 
as commissioned by God, in the sight of God we speak in Christ.—2 Corinthians 2:16–17  
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• Spoke at and led seminars with Cru’s regional 
leadership team in Minneapolis as well as two 
sessions at Cru’s regional campus ministry staff 
retreat in Wisconsin.

• Spoke at University of Northwestern-St. Paul’s 
chapel service.

• Preached at The Heights Church, one of 
Bethlehem’s church plants.

Lifelong Learning & Developing
• Attended the Bethlehem Conference for Pastors + 

Church Leaders in Minneapolis.
• Attended the MLK50 Conference in Memphis, TN.
• Attended a Simeon Trust Conference on preaching.

I Am Helped
• In order to become a mom, Heather Douglas 

resigned her post as Administrative Assistant for 
Adult Discipleship, North. My thanks to Heather and 
Lauren Mattson for executing the Fall kick-off and 
Spring appreciation dinner for small group leaders. 

• Heather’s post has been taken up by Jacque Boldt, 
who is getting up to speed very quickly.

Personal Notes
• In his faithfulness and kindness, God enabled 

Vicki and me to reach our 45th anniversary. She 
continues to be an insightful and loyal partner 
and capable contributor to the music ministry of 
Bethlehem. She leads a women’s book group that 
she has been leading for over a decade, and she is 
a Titus 2 one-on-one mentor. She teaches piano in 
our home and leads a music studio in Minnetonka, 

which relocated to a different facility in Excelsior 
this year.

• God granted my wife’s husband a 68th birthday, 
still riding bike and playing basketball in 2018.

• I joined Bethlehem’s staff in 1997 and now have 
entered my 22nd year on the pastoral staff.

• I observed with pleasure as my 13-year-old 
granddaughter played trumpet in the school band.   

• Our six grandchildren regularly present discipleship 
opportunities. Five of the six have “asked Jesus into 
their hearts,” and we are tracking these professions 
of faith with great interest, pouring fuel on sparks 
of spiritual life, and applauding Scripture memory.

• The small group Vicki and I lead in our home is 
studying Mike Rusten’s One Year Book of Christian 
History, for which I prepare discussion questions.

• I rode many miles on my bicycle after healing 
from broken ribs and finger in last year’s bike-car 
collision.

• We served Vicki’s mom as she aged and died at age 91.
• I attended the 50th anniversary of my high school 

graduating classes (plural):
 � Maynard, IA, where I attended 7th grade (and 

played on the 8th grade basketball team)
 � Clarissa, MN, where I attended 8th and 

9th grades (and served as captain of the JV 
football team and JV basketball team)

 � St. Cloud Tech (MN), where I graduated

Speaking in Christ in the sight of God,

Sam Crabtree
Pastor for Small Groups, North
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I’m so grateful that the Lord called our family here to 
serve at Bethlehem. As we have begun to settle in, it 
has been such a joy to meet so many of you and begin 
ministering among this body. We can’t thank you enough 
for the way you have welcomed and received us. And we 
look forward with anticipation to what the Lord will do 
in the years ahead!  

Building Relationships 
There has been a lot to learn over these past few 
months, but nothing more important than getting to 
know the people I get to minister with and among. So as 
much as possible, I’ve taken time to build relationships 
with others at the North Campus. First, I’ve begun 
building relationships with the body at large. Though 
it’s probably unreasonable to get to know everyone, I 
certainly want to try. And so if I haven’t met you yet, 
know that one of these days in between services or 
during a midweek activity, I would love to meet you 
and get to know you better. Second, I’ve begun building 
relationships with our North Campus staff. And let me 
go on record here and say that God has really blessed 
the North Campus with an amazing staff. Every single 
person has such a heart for the Lord and a desire to 
collaborate together to enhance ministry. Third, I’ve 
begun building relationships with the volunteers that I 
get to work closely with, including the North Campus 
counseling team and Domestic Abuse Response Team. 
Alongside of getting to know them in group settings, 
I’ve had the privilege to sit down with each volunteer 
individually to hear his or her story, talk through 
ministry, and pray together. The more I interact with 
each of them, the more I realize how godly, gifted, and 
gracious these volunteers are. I’m am so blessed to be 
able to partner together with them. 

Ministry to the Flock
Another area of investment this year has been 
ministering to the flock. Within just a few weeks of 
arriving, I was able to preach an all-church sermon from 
Ephesians 4:15, entitled “The Church: A Community 
of Counseling.” Since then, I have had the joy of 

ministering in various ways including performing 
baptisms, leading our Prayer of Praise, and teaching in 
the Getting Acquainted With Bethlehem class. Along 
with public ministry to the flock, I also have ongoing 
opportunities to engage in private ministry to the 
flock. Every week I meet with three to four counselees. 
During our times together, we talk about what’s on their 
heart, look for ways they can turn to the Lord in their 
struggles, and consider how God’s word speaks to the 
challenges they face. In addition, I spend time each 
week meeting with those who request counseling to talk 
through their concerns and discern how we can best care 
for them. It’s such a privilege to be able to walk with this 
body of believers and to remind each other of the hope 
and help that abounds in Christ.

Equipping the North Campus Counseling Team
During this past year, the North Campus counseling 
team has certainly been busy!  With an increase in 
counselees from 35 in 2017 to 65 in 2018, we have had 
the opportunity to walk with teens, men, women, and 
couples facing a range of struggles from anxiety to 
depression to sexual assault. In an effort to continue to 
grow in skill, several members of our team were able to 
attend this year’s National CCEF Conference, “Living 
Scripture,” in October, and our entire team was able to 
complete a three-month refresher course “Counseling 
Skills and Methods,” which I taught. In addition 
to growing in skill, God is helping our team grow 
numerically. He has provided three new counselors-
in-training, whom we anticipate will begin counseling 
individually in Fall 2019. As we head into a new year, 
our team remains excited to serve Bethlehem through 
church-based, Christ-centered, clinically-informed 
biblical counsel.

Collaborating With Our Domestic Abuse 
Response Team
Another area of investment this year has been with our 
Domestic Abuse Response Team (DART). As many of 
you know, DART exists to minister to those in abusive 
relationships—both abuser and abused. Though these 

Brian Liechty
NORTH CARE & COUNSELING

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations—Psalm 100:5
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cases are often challenging and complex, we have a 
wonderful team that gives countless hours and loves well. 
As we have met and collaborated together over these 
past months, we’re praying the Lord will help us discern 
how to strengthen and develop this ministry as we look 
to the future.

Saying Goodbye
As we close this year, we say goodbye to my ministry 
assistant Cynthia Francis, who transitioned off our 
staff at the end of December. Since 2015 Cynthia has 
served faithfully with a joyful heart. I am personally 
indebted to her for the numerous ways she has helped 
me to transition onto staff this year. Cynthia, you will be 
missed, and you are loved!

Brian Liechty
Pastor for Care & Counseling, North
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I’m amazed as I consider the deeds of the Lord in 
Neighborhood Outreach and Welcome Ministries at the 
North Campus. Here are some highlights. 

Neighborhood Outreach 
• My Neighborhood Outreach team led an effort 

to plan and implement a “Befriending” strategy 
starting Fall 2018. It was truly a North Campus 
pastoral team effort as God helped us partner 
between ministries. We wanted to see God increase 
the evangelistic zeal and develop a culture of 
personal evangelism at the North Campus. Some 
of the elements included a Wednesday Connection 
workshop on Befriending, a video on November 11 
to roll out the vision and plan, a meeting to train 
small group and adult class leaders, a prayer card, 
a women’s Befriending Seminar, and the start of a 
monthly newsletter. Here’s just one story coming 
out of the workshop: 

Over the course of the semester, one couple shared 
their journey to love close-by neighbors. At first, 
the wife asked us to pray that God would help her 
simply meet the other wife. Apparently the woman 
never came outside. God seemed to say that maybe 
just knocking on the door was the only recourse. 
Soon after, though, as they were getting in the car 
to leave one day, they saw the woman raking leaves 
outside! The husband said, “Why don’t you go now 
and talk to her?” What resulted was a wonderful 
opportunity to have a cheerful conversation. Both 
women agreed they’d like to talk more and get 
together as couples. They have now met for dinner!

• Tuesday Night Evangelism continued to bless many 
with the gospel offer throughout the warm months. 

• ESL provided for more than 50 international 
students to enjoy weekly one-on-one tutoring in 
English and gospel conversations.

• Our Union Gospel Mission Outreach is now led by 
Samuel & Susan Obeng-Amoako. Every two months 
a seminarian from Bethlehem College & Seminary 
preaches at the chapel service we lead for the 
homeless men.

• One huge highlight for me was working with Ryan 
Kirchoff to help a homeless man and his high 
school son. I learned a lot about the nature of the 
suffering and the scope of the trials once money 

runs out. God grew my thankfulness for what 
I have! The Lord provided through Jeff Noyed, 
who directs Jericho Road Ministry. He lovingly 
interacted with the father, showing honor and 
compassion. Money was cheerfully and wisely given 
so that this father and son could finally acquire 
housing. They’ve attend our worship services at 
least twice in the past month. 

Welcome Team
• Doug Looyen is now the coordinator for our 

security team. Thank God for the years that 
Vaughn Francis led it!

• Satish Amancharla is now assuming leadership of 
our visitor reception. Thank God for the many years 
Bea Anderson led a strong team to love our guests!

• The Lord has blessed us with many new kiosk 
check-in workers that are soon to be trained by 
Craig Kemming.

Personal Update
• I am so thankful for Heather Douglas, who served 

as my administrative assistant for over two years. 
She and Brian have now been blessed with an 
adopted baby girl! Jacque Boldt started as Heather’s 
replacement at the end of the summer. She is a 
wonderful addition to our team. Ryan Kirchoff 
continued as my ministry assistant and shared the 
leadership role with a humble strength.

• On a very personal note, I was sad to say good-bye 
to my dad, who died in February. God blessed me 
through him in millions of ways. I’m still seeing his 
important influence in my life and still grieving. I 
think I have new sympathy for those who have lost 
their dads.

What’s the Lord going to do in 2019? Let’s press on 
and see! “I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14). 

Vince Johnson
Pastor for Outreach, North

Vince Johnson
NORTH NEIGHBORHOOD OUTREACH

Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved.—Romans 10:1
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Contentment in Christ 
Our Women’s Ministry theme for 2018 came from 
1 Timothy 6:6. Following this verse, Paul writes, 
“The love of money is a root of all kinds of evils” (1 
Timothy 6:10). On the other hand, he says, “Godliness 
with contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6). 
Contentment is being satisfied, pleased, fulfilled, 
cheerful, and even happy, and it doesn’t come from 
an abundance of material possessions. Sometimes 
finding true contentment is a challenge. We focused on 
understanding how to find our contentment in Christ.

In another letter, Paul writes, “I have learned in whatever 
situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought 
low, and I know how to abound. In any and every 
circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty 
and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things 
through him who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:11–13).

Contentment comes from knowing that Jesus, our 
Immanuel, “God with us,” has come to earth. Because 
of the gospel, we can have a relationship with him 
today and look forward to an eternity in glory. Our 
culture would tell us to love ourselves, our money, and 
our “stuff.” But God’s word tells us it’s not about that. 
It’s about being content in a secure relationship with 
the Creator of the universe, knowing he has promised 
to provide all that we need, both now and for every 
tomorrow to come, until he calls us home to glory.

North Campus Women’s Ministry Priorities 
Bible Studies

• Winter: Four Bible studies were offered at the 
North Campus, and 147 women participated.

• Summer: About 170 North women studied the 
book of Ruth, taught by me and Abigail Dodds, 
using a workbook that I wrote.

• Fall: Almost 200 women participated in our study 
of the Gospel of John and the Chinese class on 
1 Thessalonians. The teaching team for the study 
of John includes me, Jacque Boldt, and Amy 
Katterson.

 

MOMS
• MOMS on the North Campus has again been very 

ably led by Heather Haas and Kelly Vranyes.
• MOMS was attended by 68 moms, and 133 children 

participated in children’s programming.

Titus 2 Ministry
• In January, 41 young women attended the all-church 

Titus 2 Mentee Coffee.
• Titus 2 Ministry offerings included 11 focus groups, 

39 book groups, and 13 one-on-one mentoring 
relationships.

• Almost 100 mentors ministered to 250 mentees.
• Sixty-five of our current mentors attended an 

appreciation event on September 20. They enjoyed 
dinner, special music, testimonies, a word of 
encouragement, and the opportunity to share 
ministry ideas with other mentors.

• Titus 2 is transitioning to be more campus-specific, 
and no all-church mentor training was held this Fall. 

• We will also be transitioning our groups to be based 
on a school year calendar (September through May).

North Campus Women’s Ministry Events
Fall Kick-Off, September 7

• Purpose: To begin our ministry year by bringing 
women together for worship, encouragement, 
and fellowship.

• Women gathered to worship together, led by 
Missy Steward. I unpacked our new theme for 
the 2018–2019 year, Abiding in Christ, based 
on John 15:5. Women learned of opportunities 
to connect with one another through North 
Campus Women’s Ministry. A time of dessert 
and fellowship followed.

Christmas in the Commons, December 14
• Seventy-five women gathered for our third 

annual North Women’s Christmas in the 
Commons.

• We enjoyed an intimate evening of worship, 
contemplation, and fellowship, as we focused 
our hearts on the miracle of Jesus’ incarnation. 
I shared a short devotional, and Kacie Liechty 
shared a testimony. Christmas cookies were 

Pam Larson
NORTH WOMEN’S MINISTRY

But godliness with contentment is great gain.—1 Timothy 6:6
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served, but the true feast was the joy of 
Christmas, shared with our sisters in Christ 
through carol-singing and Advent readings, led 
by Shirley Nagel.

All-Church Women’s Ministry Events
Women’s Spring Conference, March 23–24

• Purpose: To offer women the opportunity to be 
challenged by good Bible teaching, to fellowship with 
each other, and to spend quiet time with the Lord.

• Theme: “Contentment in Christ”
• Jen Wilkin was our guest speaker, and Debra Stokes 

led worship. A team of about 150 volunteers from all 
three campuses worked together for this event.

• The conference was held at the North Campus, 
where a record-setting 1,060 women were able to 
attend, with the assistance of our wonderful custodial 
staff opening up more space.

Holiday Craft Boutique, November 16–17
• Purpose: To provide fellowship and encouragement 

for Bethlehem women who make crafts to support 
missions, ministries, and their own households.

• Hundreds of women and their families viewed 
almost 100 tables, representing Bethlehem families 
and their crafts.

• Lonnie Peterson organized this event with the help 
of Valerie Block and Sara Neibergall.

Seminars
• Rosaria Butterfield, July 30 & 31. Women’s Ministry 

partnered with Neighborhood Outreach to bring 
Rosaria to speak at Bethlehem. The North Campus 
event focused on hospitality.

• Ellen Dykas, August 19. Speaking on Wisdom for Our 
Hearts As We Care for Broken Hearts. Ellen addressed 
the dangers and the joys of being poured out into 
the lives of others.

• Ruth Bauman, September 20. Ruth shared her 
wisdom on ministering to others in her message, 
Needy People Caring for Needy People.

Ongoing All-Church Women’s Ministries
White Cross

• MaryAnn Burnes led this group twice a month, 
with an average of 20 women of all ages.

• Projects included rolling bandages for various 
mission trips, making new nursery crib sheets, 
and sewing many baby quilts for new moms.

• A beautiful group of six to eight women (all over 
the age of 60) from an Adult Day Care Center 
joined the Bethlehem women each month. 
Though they are challenged in some way, they 
were able to tie one or two quilts each time with 
the help of their supervisor. They joined the 
ladies for lunch, prayer, singing, and devotions.

Women in Missions 
• Dawn McCowen led this group of 30 or more 

women, who met monthly to hear testimonies 
from our global partners and to pray.

• These faithful women committed to pray daily 
for each global partner.

• They hosted our 1st annual Global Gathering for 
women in July at Long Lake Regional Park. We 
shared lunch and heard updates on God’s work 
around the world.

• Gift cards were sent out as a special Christmas 
gift to our female global partners.

Joyfully submitted,

Pam Larson 
Minister for Women, North
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We are abiding in Jesus for everything we need in 
policies, parenting ministry, and caring for the littlest of 
the people among us. The Lord Jesus has been so kind to 
us in 2018!  

Nursery and Children’s Ministry
Nursery Rooms Refresh
Carmen Tomaszewski, Lead Coordinator for Nurseries, 
North, continued our Hallway B refresh efforts by 
working with custodian Dave Carlson to have Nurseries 
A-D repainted in vibrant colors. She also worked with 
her assistant coordinators and a design consultant to 
reorganize our nursery spaces and develop visionary, 
God-centered text for the walls in our nursery 
classrooms. Carmen is a gift!

Child Protection Policy
Tom Boyer, Ministry Assistant for Family Discipleship, 
North, did significant research and groundwork in the 
area of child safety and protection for our church. He 
drafted some guiding documents and an initial Child 
Protection Policy that we plan to review, refine, and 
implement at the North Campus in 2019. 

Staff Changes and Flourishing
Tom Boyer transitioned from his Family Discipleship 
ministry assistant role and is now serving as Ministry 
Assistant for Lead Pastor, North. He will be sorely missed. 
However, in December, the Lord provided Evan Kerr 
to fill this vital role. God continues to amaze us with 
an embarrassment of riches in our staffing. Evan is 
eager and seems like he will be a great, gospel-focused 
addition to the team. Claire Olson has served as 
Assistant Coordinator for Childcare, North for several 
years. This summer we increased her responsibilities 
to include serving as Coordinator for Preschool and part-
time Receptionist. Claire is full of joy in this ministry and 
is leaning in with fresh vigor to bless the littlest ones 
among us. Lulu Robinson has been here for her first 
full year as Administrative Assistant for Children & Family 
Discipleship, North, and has hit her stride. Oh, how the 
Lord uses her to keep the Family DiscipleSHIP afloat! 

Parenting and Family Ministry
Gospel Shaped Family Conference
The North Campus hosted the Gospel Shaped Family 
Conference on May 19, with plenary speakers Larry 
McCall, Marty Machowski, and Cavin Harper, along 
with many gifted breakout session speakers. In the 
months leading up to the conference, Pastors Bud Burk, 
Aaron Davitch, and I had the privilege of working with 
our dear brother Josh Mulvihill, who serves as executive 
director of church and family ministry at Renewanation. 
I had the privilege of emceeing the conference and 
leading a break-out session. The conference was well-
received by 245 attendees. Many commented on how the 
conference helped them better understand their roles as 
spouses, parents, grandparents, and ministry leaders and 
equipped them with practical ways to live that out. We 
pray the conference would have ripple effects in families, 
churches, and other ministries for years to come for the 
glory of God and the blessing of his people.

Parenting Class Changes 
Over the summer, Jake & Amy Mulvihill and Matt & 
Christa Smyth moved on from parenting ministry to 
other ministries. They have provided biblical, visionary 
leadership and have been such a  gift to our parents for 
the last several years. They will be sorely missed. Mark & 
Andrya Dieter stepped into leadership of the Parenting 
Through the Years Sunday School class. The class moved 
from 9am to 11am and picked up a number of families 
with older children due to the timing of the class lining 
up with Sunday School offered for older children and 
youth. Mark, Andrya, and I have worked on a class 
format and schedule that allows for more questions and 
discussion during class time. We are using Paul Tripp’s 
video series Getting to the Heart of Parenting as the base 
and allowing for more interaction over the material. 
Many in the class seem to find the new format helpful for 
processing and applying what they are learning together.

Disability and Special Needs Ministry
Lee Burtman, Coordinator for Disability Ministry, North, 
added a special ministry space called “His Rest” during 
11am Sunday School. This room is designed to be a place 
where children with special needs and their one-on-one 
buddies can get away from the main classrooms and 

Gil McConnell
NORTH CHILDREN & FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that 
bears much fruit,  for apart from me you can do nothing.—John 15:5
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the busyness of the hallways, allowing them to regroup, 
refresh, and look to Jesus to find rest. Buddies have been 
thankful for this new space. We pray the Lord would use 
it to help us care well for all the precious children with 
special needs that God brings to Bethlehem. 

Other Ministry Opportunities
The Lord was kind to allow me opportunities to minister 
in other areas as a pastor/elder:

• Taught in parenting classes and seminars, children’s 
classrooms, Wednesday Connection, Getting 
Acquainted With Bethlehem, and Theological 
Foundations

• Officiated a memorial service for Marv Bartlett 
• Officiated weddings for Ben & Maddy Pearson and 

David & Heather Lehn
• Spoke on “Wisdom in Parenting” at Bethlehem 

College & Seminary chapel
• Promoted church-wide Fill These Cities, 25 x ’25 

visionary efforts within children’s ministry
• Marched and prayed at the March for Life and a 

Peaceful Presence event to protect the unborn
• Gleaned from conferences: Bethlehem Conference 

for Pastors in Minneapolis and MLK50 Conference 
in Memphis, TN

• Engaged in Simeon Trust Workshop on biblical 
exposition at the North Campus

• Served as camp pastor for Jr High Summer Camp 
at Camp Shetek

• Continued to serve with a team on a domestic 
abuse case

• Participated in a second elder retreat to discuss 
divorce and remarriage

• Participated in a Father-Son Retreat with Pastor 
Bud Burk and my son

• Engaged in elder and pastoral team meetings and 
small group leader trainings

• Baptized youth and others
• Made home and hospital visits and provided 

pastoral counsel in various settings
• Continued as a small group leader with our dear 

friends
• Preached three times at Meadow Creek Church in 

Andover, MN
• Crafted several blog posts for the Fighter Verse 

blog and one for Gospel Shaped Family
• Met regularly with another brother elder for 

encouragement and accountability
• Provided consultation for children and family 

ministers from other churches

Personal Life
It has been more than 16 years now with my lovely 
JoAnna. Oh, how she sticks with me and helps me 
in life and ministry! Our boys are still in Classical 
Conversations for school and can all now carry on 
conversations, including our youngest Zachary (age 2).  
Benaiah (age 4) continues to be our most avid 
conversationalist. Joshua (almost 9) likes to talk about 
the creations he has built. And Micah (11) converses 
by clever sayings and lyrics from Christian rap songs 
he has learned. Sophia (age 13) crossed the threshold 
into teenage years and now attends Legacy Christian 
Academy in Andover. We enjoy talking and praying 
about this and other matters on our rides to school each 
day. I stand amazed at the grace God has poured out on 
us as a family!

Abiding in Jesus,

Gil McConnell 
Pastor for Children & Family Discipleship, North

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Weekly Services Age Group Total Unique 
Participants Participant Average Total Volunteers 

(includes Aides & Subs) Volunteer Average*

Sunday 9:00am Preschool–
Grade 5 137 99 39 26

Sunday 11:00am Preschool–
Grade 5 256 175 56 35

Wednesday 
Connection

Preschool–
Grade 5 218 135 35 25

Weekly Service Totals: 611 409 130 86

*Includes Substitutes who do not participate on a regular basis

2018 North Campus Attendance Statistics
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NURSERY MINISTRIES

Total number of babies born or adopted: 35

Weekly Services Age Group Total Unique 
Participants Participant Average Total Volunteers Volunteer Average

Sunday 9:00am Nurseries A–D 190 52 172 18

Sunday 11:00am Nurseries A–D 149 27 82 11

Wednesday 
Connection Nurseries A–D 44 22 27 9

Weekly Service Totals: 383 101 281 38

Special Events: MOMS 100 64 30 22

Special Events: Women’s Bible Studies 43 30 12 9

DISABILITY MINISTRIES

Regular 1:1 Buddies (Aides): 13

His Works Sunday school:  13 Students, 5 Volunteers

21 children & youth with significant disabilities on our radar at the North Campus

12 children with weekly 1:1 aides in Nursery–Sr High

3 Respite Nights; average of 20 participants, 17 families, 19 Volunteers 

OTHER EVENTS & MINISTRIES

24 Families attending Parenting Through the Years Sunday school class at 11:00am

30 Parents attending Parenting: The Early Years seminars

35 Children dedicated

Family Discipleship Appreciation Dinner: 208  attendees (North and Downtown, Nursery-Grade 6)

4  Backyard Bible Clubs hosted by North families, involving over 30 households
10 Attended Backyard Bible Club Luncheon and Training

North Campus Fall Volunteer Kick-Off: 65 volunteers attended 

North Trail Life - Woodlands (Grades K–5): 34 Participants, 16 Leaders

North Trail Life - Navigators/Adventurers (Grades 6–12): 18 Participants, 11 Leaders

American Heritage Girls: 54 Girls, 5 Leaders, 12 Support Leaders
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God has been our Good Shepherd. May these highlights 
stir up thanksgiving and rejoicing in him! 

All-Church Winter Retreat: ‘Now … Not Yet’  
The Lord was exceptionally kind to our all-church 
Grades 7–12 crew at Trout Lake Camp January 26–28. 
God’s good shepherding was seen in his smooth 
ordering of the multitude of retreat details, from safe 
transportation to enjoying free time and everything in 
between. The standout highlight of this weekend was 
the Lord meeting us in his word. Our speaker, Matthew 
Westerholm (Pastor for Worship & Music, Downtown), 
brought great encouragement about our in-between 
place in Jesus’ story of redemption. Jesus’ death and 
resurrection ushered in so many glorious things, and yet 
there is so much more that we long for him to bring in 
his second coming. Matthew’s words about the ordinary 
challenges we face built a foundation of extraordinary 
comfort to encourage us to press on looking to Jesus. My 
heart also rejoiced at the opportunity to connect with 
students. I was able to join a broomball team, challenge 
students in dodgeball, and have a significant late night 
conversation with one young man. These were the 
same retreat benefits shared by our volunteer mentors, 
which God used to construct discipleship bridges into 
students’ hearts. 

Shepherding Toward Brother-Sister Relationships    
This was the first full year of a new emphasis for our 
North Campus Sr High students: building healthy, 
biblical, brother-sister relationships. Our young people 
are caught between the pull of two cultures. On one side, 
the wider culture is beckoning them to relationships with 
the opposite gender for the selfish benefits of intimacy. 
On the other side, our church culture was promoting 
the unhealthy direction of staying safe by keeping the 
genders separate. God, our Good Shepherd, led us in 
an effort to follow the biblical call by creating a context 
for relational and spiritual connecting between young 
men and young women. Throughout the year, our small 
groups were grade-based and made up of both genders. 
Each group was given a male and a female small group 
leader to model complementarity. These groups studied 
God’s word together, discussed its implications, served 

the wider class together, and many connected outside of 
class. By God’s grace, these efforts have equipped and 
will continue to equip students to relate as brothers and 
sisters in Christ (1 Timothy 5:2) and to pursue Jesus and 
love others side by side, like Paul and his male and female 
gospel partners at Rome (Romans 16:1–16). While not 
all our students are believers—and thus siblings in the 
family of God—we hope even this aspect of the Christian 
walk was used by him to draw them toward fellowship 
with the Lord. 

Shepherding Beside Still Waters of Sabbatical   
Perhaps one of the greatest gifts the Lord has given my 
family over our 12 years at Bethlehem was a sabbatical 
this summer. We truly experienced soul restoration 
as he led us beside still waters. While away, God gave 
us extended time as a family, allowing us to simply be 
together in a multitude of ways. He also drew me away 
personally in the Scriptures to focus on the theme of his 
greatness (Psalm 145:3). It was sweet to spend unhurried 
time digging deeply into the Gospel of John and other 
resources about the Savior. It was humbling, worship-
producing, and ministry-shaping. By God’s grace, I saw 
again the importance of guarding my intimacy with Jesus. 
As a leader in the church, I was also greatly helped to step 
back, reflect, and consider time management, priorities, 
shepherding, teaching direction, and more. Since 
returning, it has been a blessing to implement changes 
to better bless our staff, study God’s word, and serve our 
people. This time away would not have been possible 
except for the Lord’s kindness in providing a phenomenal 
team for the day in and day out realities of ministry. 
They stepped it up, excelling to an even greater extent, 
by carrying extra loads while we were away. My heart 
overflows with thanksgiving to them and to the Lord. 

Fall Shepherding Grace: Equipping to Study 
God’s Word    
Coming out of sabbatical, the Lord shepherded us 
toward a shift in our times in the Scriptures. Bethlehem 
is known for its excellent teachers and preachers. 
There is a great love for the Scriptures as well and an 
eagerness to lean in and listen by those that believe. 
Yet in all of that grace, it became clear there was a need 

Jon Nowlin
NORTH YOUTH & FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.—John 10:11
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for our students to grow in their ability to mine God’s 
treasures from his word for themselves. In the Fall of 
this year, God set us on a trajectory to begin to take 
intentional steps in this direction. We have focused on 
helping young people slow down and focus on God’s 
word—a sizable task in our information overload and 
distraction-rich world. We have sought to simply explain 
authorial intent and pass along skills to uncover it. By 
God’s grace, he led us to the Gospel of John. This book 
is uniquely set up for this focus, boasting an explicit 
purpose statement: “But these are written so that you 
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in his name” 
(John 20:31). It is our hope and prayer that these slow 
and steady efforts, encouraged by the Lord himself, will 
cause students to flourish for a lifetime as those planted 
by streams of living water. 

As a sheep and an under-shepherd, my heart is greatly 
encouraged to see the Good Shepherd extending his 
care to me and lavishing his care upon our flock. May we 
experience this more and more until he returns to bring 
us to be with him forever! 

Jon Nowlin
Pastor for Youth & Family Discipleship, North

YOUTH MINISTRY

Weekly Services Average Participants Total Participants Average Volunteers* Total Volunteers

Middle School Sunday School 86 112 18 23

Sr High Sunday School 105 145 26 33

Total Sunday School 191 257 44 56

Middle School Wednesday 
Connection 65 91 14 17

Sr High Wednesday Connection 75 107 15 17

Total Wednesday Connection 140 198 29 34

2018 North Campus Attendance Statistics

*Not every classroom volunteer was accounted for. Numbers are most likely higher than reported.

Other Events & Ministries Attendance Statistics

Jr & Sr High Winter Retreat (Jan 26–28): 242 students, 65 leaders (all-church)

Youth Baptisms (May 9): 20 baptized 

Jr High Summer Camp (June 17–22): 130 students, 47 leaders (all-church)

Middle & High School Awaken Retreat (Oct 12–14): 169 students, 32 leaders
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Residency & Home
My residency program has sharpened in focus this year 
with the creation of some goals to work toward. The 
Lord has granted progress in areas such as visionary 
leadership, administration, and shepherding. One of 
the goals that is underway is a three-year plan for the 
entire North Campus Middle School Ministry. This plan 
incorporates an exposure to exegesis, biblical theology, 
and systematic theology (although by different names) 
and seeks to focus on teaching the text instead of simply 
teaching a concept. The goal is to equip students to read 
and study the Bible for themselves as a priority in this 
stage of life. My wife, Amy, continues to be a marvelous 
partner in ministry. We added a fourth boy to the 
Katterson clan this summer, Calvin David Katterson.

Middle School Transition
During the Fall of 2017, I began to discuss a transition 
from a Jr High Ministry format to a Middle School 
Ministry format to incorporate our Grade 6 students 
along with Grades 7–8. With an aim to make the 
transition official in the Fall, plans were made, the 
elders were briefed, and parents were engaged in the 
discussion. The transition began with a soft launch 
in the Summer, and by the time Fall programming 
commenced, the North Middle School Ministry was in 
full swing. The first week of Sunday School brought us 
130 students in Grades 6–8.
 
One of the challenges of this transition has been to 
facilitate a larger and also younger group. A significant 
part of shepherding at Summer programing, weekly 
programing, and events is to care for a younger group of 
students whose needs, ability, and size differs markedly 
from an average Grade 8 student. The Awaken Retreat 
was unique this year, incorporating our first batch of 
Grade 6 students. For this reason, the middle school 
students had a separate teaching session from the high 
school students on Saturday night. While growing pains 
continue with this transition, the Lord has been gracious 
to richly provide volunteers, resources, and his Holy 
Spirit. I look forward to what 2019 holds for the North 
Campus Middle School Ministry.

Teaching
A shared conviction between Jon Nowlin, Pastor 
for Youth & Family Discipleship, North, and myself 
developed into an emphasis on teaching the text. 
Because of this desire to teach students how to read 
the Bible and engage with the text of the Bible first-
hand, the Middle School Sunday School departed from 
concept-based teaching to text-based teaching, working 
through the Sermon on the Mount. We have used a 
study method developed from David Helm, that takes 
the students through Context (C), Observation (O), 
Meaning (M), and Engage (E). The aim, to borrow the 
missions analogy, is to teach the students to fish for 
themselves rather than give them fish to eat.
 
Pray for our North Campus Middle School students 
to take up the sword of the Spirit for themselves 
(Ephesians 6:17), to know their own poverty, repent, and 
gain the Kingdom of Heaven, as they see Jesus and love 
him with all their hearts.

Ben Katterson
Pastoral Resident for Middle School 
& Family Discipleship, North

Ben Katterson
NORTH MIDDLE SCHOOL & FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.—Matthew 5:3
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New Life Together
The year 2018 will be remembered as a year of new life 
together at the South Campus. We witnessed the miracle 
of a new building being completed this Fall, with our 
first worship service taking place on September 30. We 
then celebrated that miracle on November 18 with a 
dedication service that took our breath away at God’s 
goodness in so many ways. 

I started my role as South Campus pastor in early 
September after a long process of interviews, 
candidating sermons, and Q&A’s—all used by the Lord 
to confirm in our hearts and the hearts of the elders and 
people of Bethlehem that God was leading us back to 
Bethlehem South. 

With these blessings came challenges of unbelievable 
busyness for so many people, which left us all a bit out 
of breath from being in “go” mode for the Fall. The 
year was also a long and wearing one for our family 
as we prayed and sought the Lord’s wisdom and then 
transitioned to a new church, new place to live, new 
job, and had a new baby! But the Lord poured out his 
sustaining grace and carried us through. 

As our church family has grown in our love for one 
another, my own family has already benefited deeply 
from the love of Bethlehem South. We have felt so cared 
for by God’s people. 

As I walk around the building with the regular buzz 
of Bible studies, prayer groups, MOMS meetings, 
Wednesday Connection, BSF classes, staff meetings, and 
everything else, I am amazed at what the Lord has done 
this year—and that I’m here to take it all in! This year 
has been a thrilling, dependent year of being a firsthand 
witness of the Lord’s amazing grace and leadership as our 
Good Shepherd, pursuing us with goodness and mercy. 

Blood-Bought Family 
This Fall, the South Campus has focused in on knowing 
more deeply and living out more fully the reality that we 
are not just a group of people that get together like any 
other club. Rather, the Bible tells us we are the family of 
God, purchased by the blood of Jesus (Acts 20:28). 

This theme has joined with the theme of abiding in 
Christ to mark us as a people who wants to fellowship 
deeply with God and with one another as we walk this 
road of life toward eternity together. The Lord is doing a 
work among us to create deeper love for him and for one 
another, which has been a highlight for me. This love 
is evidenced even in the way people linger to talk and 
fellowship and pray before and after events. 

Adult Ministries
Now that we have moved into our new building, it 
has gotten lots of use! Our Sunday School classes were 
up and running in early October and have been well 
attended, as people seem eager to fellowship (Pastor 
Chuck often has to direct everyone to get to class) 
and learn. Wednesday Connection has also been a 
well-attended highlight of every week. We eat a meal 
together, have a big-group time of Word, worship, and 
a campus update, and then we break up into different 
groups to go deeper together. 

Bill Zwicky and Phil Nelson stepped in to help get 
things up and running for our Men’s Ministry and 
Sunday School this year and did an excellent job 
coordinating all that needed to happen.

So much is going on around South: MOMS, Women’s 
Bible studies, small groups ministry, choir, membership 
classes, mentoring, counseling, and so much more. The 
Lord is kind, and the building is busy!

Children’s Ministries
This Fall was a big challenge, as we transitioned into a 
new building with new classrooms, new furniture, and 
new volunteers. Some days we wondered exactly how 
the Lord was going to get it all done on time. Here, I 
just have to stop and thank the Lord for Joshua Oakley. 
Joshua was a staff member hired last January, and our 
kind, good Shepherd knew that we would need him for 
such a time as this. 

Grace was poured into Joshua and then out of him to 
get our classrooms ready, our volunteers prepared and 
cared for, and our children loved deeply with the word 
of God and prayer this Fall. Joshua also helped set up an 
amazing Wednesday Connection breakout session for 
our children. God has been kind to us through him. 

Dave Zuleger
SOUTH LEAD PASTOR

“By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”—John 13:35
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South Campus Elders
Seeing the elders pick up the theme of “blood-bought 
family” and lean in to elder care in really significant ways 
has been especially sweet. The Lord helped us develop 
a care plan for our people that is substantially more 
engaging, as we seek to obey the command to “pay careful 
attention to the flock”; we also have a plan to know each 
other more deeply, as we seek to obey the command to 
“pay careful attention to ourselves” (Acts 20:28). 

Again, these plans came out of a desire to know and 
love one another more deeply as the family of God—
the family that elders are called to be accountable for 
(Hebrews 13:17). I’m thrilled and encouraged by the team 
of men God has called to serve the South Campus in this 
capacity. They love the Lord, his word, and his people.

South Campus Deacons 
The Lord has also been kind to continue to add to our 
care for our people by giving us an amazing team of 
deacons, with the latest addition being Mary Horning, 
a deacon for Disability Ministries. Our deacons amaze 
me with their commitment to the people of God in ways 
that often go unseen and unknown to many. But God 
sees and is pleased. They coordinate meals, coordinate 
financial help, and fix things around the home as an 
extension of God’s mercy to people who are hurting and 
need care. I love the team God has given us and pray 
that their kind increases at the South Campus. 

South Campus Staff
It would be great to work with a staff who is competent. 
And it would be even better to work with a staff who is 
competent and cheerful about their work. It would be 
the best to work with a competent, cheerful staff who 
begins to feel like a second family with whom you can 
share prayers and praises with as you rub shoulders day 
by day. The Lord has granted us this “best” at the South 
Campus. I see an atmosphere of joy, fun, and personal 
care among our staff, and yet they also faithfully roll 
up their sleeves and get to work around the office—a 
particular blessing because many of the staff are new to 
the South Campus. 

• Ruth Chavis leads our Women’s Ministry and is a 
fiercely caring person who also knows what it takes 
to make things happen that will help our women 
grow in love for each other and for their Savior. 

• Pastor Chuck Steddom continues to have his hands 
in everything and lead our campus to worship with 

excellence and joy that is contagious and especially 
enjoyed in our new sanctuary together. 

• Pastor Daniel Viezbicke loves our youth deeply and 
faithfully and with wise counsel from the Word. 
And games of gaga ball fill our youth room with 
glee most Wednesday nights! 

• Joshua Oakley has been our do-it-all organizing 
force South and has stepped up to lead our Children’s 
Ministry with excellence and excitement this Fall. 

• Emily Zwicky is a new addition to the team. She has 
been a life-giving administrative help to Joshua and 
Ruth this Fall and is a sweet presence in our office. 

• Nick Roen came on in October as our lead admin, 
but he already has his involvement in everything 
South and has been the reason that I personally 
have kept my head above water in this new role. 

• Sarah Vogle is such a gift as a nursery coordinator 
because of the way she loves the kids and does her 
job with a quiet, consistent joy that overflows to 
the volunteers she coordinates. 

• Steve Rinde has stepped into a big job as the man 
to run our facility. But, again, we are blessed with a 
man who is humble, caring, and diligent to promote 
excellence, expressing love to our people. 

• Ethan Bruneau has been such a gift to have South 
as our own Media Ministry advocate. Ethan is 
always available, and he and his team go often un-
noticed as they help every event go smoothly. 

• Other volunteers could be named and celebrated, 
but God has been kind to provide “well-timed 
help” (Hebrew 4:16) through these staff, given by 
the Lord for such a time as this.

Thankful and Pleading for More
We still have so many things to figure out and questions 
to answer. Nevertheless, the pervasive feeling at the 
South Campus right now is thankfulness: Thankfulness 
for the Lord’s provision of a building and for a people 
who are able to love each other more deeply in that 
building (and outside of it!) than when they had the 
limitations of a once-per-week venue at Lakeville South 
High School. We can only say, “Great is the Lord and 
greatly to be praised,” and then plead with him for more 
at the Throne of Grace in 2019. 

Dave Zuleger
Lead Pastor, South
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The psalmist reminds us that because of God’s love and 
faithfulness, we boast not in ourselves but in his amazing 
work in his Church. This year was a particularly exciting, 
faith-building, and rewarding year of ministry for me. 

The main headline story for the South Campus was 
the completion of our 51,000-square-foot 24/7 ministry 
center, after sojourning for 12 years in Burnsville 
and Lakeville high schools. Throughout countless 
construction meetings from January to May, God 
provided for us in miraculous ways the funding and 
engineering creativity necessary to meet the building 
needs. I was brought to tears as we asked God’s people 
to pray about giving another $300,000 at the January 
QSM to help make up the shortfall in construction costs 
due to inflation and, by the end of the week, God had 
prompted his people to give over $1,000,000. 

I have given God thanks on several occasions (and will 
take the opportunity again!) for the gifted men he set apart 
for the huge task of serving on the building committee—
Jon Hendricks, Ron Vrieze, and Klaas Van Zee. It has been 
my joy to work with brothers of such integrity and with 
such stewardship-minded hearts and deep desire to honor 
God through this project. Thank you, men!

Recently, one of the South Campus elders commented 
“how seamless” the transition was from Lakeville South 
High School and the Burnsville office to the new building 
on Kenrick Ave. That we experienced no “hiccups” in 
communication or loss of weekly ministry for the church 
family is owing to the outstanding support we received 
from the Operations team of Jon Grano, Andy Lang, Tim 
Frederick, Scott Brueske, Thayne Rossiter, Joby Morgan, 
and Amanda Knoke. Thank you for loving us so well at the 
South Campus through your commitment to excellence 
and your passion to see the gospel proclaimed in Lakeville. 

Not only was God at work in providing us with a 24/7 
building, but also he knew that we needed a pastor with 
vision to lead us from the Word and to equip us to reach 
the communities south of the river. After a an aggressive 
timeline for the candidate process, the congregation 
voted overwhelmingly on July 29 to call Dave Zuleger as 
campus pastor (Lead Pastor, South). He began his duties 
on September 1. We praise God that he brought us 
Pastor Dave & Kelly for such a special time as this. 

It has been my joy to serve the South Campus for the 
last five years. Carol and I have loved every minute. My 
new job title is Pastor for Worship & Ministry Development, 
South. Through the past decade, I have found many 
loves in ministry—particularly developing and teaching 
the worship track courses at Bethlehem College & 
Seminary and working with mercy and justices issues in 
the urban areas through Bethlehem Ministry Initiatives 
(formerly BUI). God has given me the opportunity to 
develop relationships in the neighborhoods of South 
Minneapolis and across the globe. Over the past 20 
years the gospel work in Myanmar continues to bear 
fruit in leadership development. I praise God for the 
opportunity to serve a church that longs to see the 
God of the universe worshipped by every people group. 
Thank you, Bethlehem, for loving our family for 21 years.  

Activities and Events
Listed below are a number of special worship services, 
conferences, seminars, and concerts that Carol and I led 
and/or participated in: 

• Better Together Festival with Greater Friendship 
Missionary Baptist Church (Feb 25), which led to 
invitations to sing with them at the National Black 
Baptist Convention (Sept 3–4) and the Mandela 
Concert (July 20–21) with the Minnesota Chorale 
& Orchestra.

• Marriage Retreat (March 2–3), speakers Paul & 
Samm Poteat

• MLK50 Conference in Memphis, TN (April 3–4)
• Trip to Myanmar (June 16–26) for teaching and 

translation work
• Kachin Family Camp (July 1–2) in Estes Park, CO 

(Kachin American Baptist Association)
• SING! Conference (Sept 10–12) in Nashville, TN
• South Campus opening service (Sept 30)
• Multi-Ethnic Worship Leaders Conference in 

Baltimore (Nov 1–2)
• Dedication Service for the South Campus (Nov 18)

Respectfully submitted,

Chuck Steddom
Pastor for Worship & Ministry Development, South 

Chuck Steddom
SOUTH WORSHIP & MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT

Not to us, O Lord not to us, but to Your name give glory, 
for the sake of Your steadfast love and Your faithfulness!—Psalm 115:1
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At this time last year, I was “pondering anew what the 
Almighty can do” as we anticipated a transition into our 
24/7 building in 2018. God has done far more abundantly 
than I asked or thought. He has been faithful to 
accomplish his purposes in me and in his daughters. 

The classes and events we offer are centered on the 
word of God—the very breath of God that is living and 
active, reaching down to the depths of our hearts, giving 
us direction and encouragement, by which we see the 
beauty of Jesus and hear his voice. 

God’s Faithfulness in Bible Studies

• Precept and Jen Wilkin studies were offered in 
the Spring and Fall. After moving into our new 
building, God brought 50% more women to the 
Fall studies. 

• The Summer Bible Study was “Discerning the 
Voice of God” by Priscilla Shirer. It was a blessing 
to see many women attend this study who had 
never before attended a Bible study at Bethlehem.

• Another exciting work of God is the outreach 
and ESL component of the Precept study. Several 
Russian women (who do not worship at Bethlehem) 
attend this class and meet each week before class 
to go through their study with a few ESL leaders. 
These faithful women use two study books, one in 
Russian and the other in English.

• It is a joy and a blessing to visit these classes, to 
hear the vulnerable sharing of the women, and to 
see how God’s is working in their hearts and lives.

God opened the door for Bible Study Fellowship satellite 
groups to meet on Tuesday evenings and Thursday 
mornings. The Tuesday evening group is an answer to 
prayer for those women who have been longing for 
an evening study at the South Campus. More than 50 
women attend these studies, some of whom are in the 
Word for the first time in their lives. 

God’s Faithfulness in MOMS 
(Making Our Mothering Significant)
The MOMS Theme in the Spring was “Contentment in 
Christ,” and this Fall it was “Abiding in Christ” (John 15:5). 
MOMS transitioned to several more campus-specific 
speakers this year. God faithfully provided these speakers 
and spoke through them to the mothers who attend. 

God’s Faithfulness in Titus 2 Mentoring
Titus 2 ministry made a big transition to being a 
campus-specific ministry this year. I led our first 
campus-specific training for mentors on a snowy 
November evening. God was so faithful to me personally 
in protecting my voice (as I had been sick) and in raising 
up several new mentors. We are praying for many more 
young women to have mentors at the South Campus.

A new initiative was creating a leadership manual for all 
the women’s leaders (not just mentors). God faithfully 
provided all I needed to create this new manual during a 
very busy, stressful season in both ministry and family.

God’s Faithfulness in Events
We hosted three events in 2018. God proved his 
faithfulness by bringing many women to these gatherings 
and using them to build relationships within the body. I 
thank God for the many women who worked together to 
make these events happen.

Spring Coffee and Connection, May 21
• This new initiative invited women to come, 

pray, and share their hearts. The 60 women who 
attended expressed their appreciation of being 
asked and getting to know women on a deeper 
level. This feedback helped us discern future 
needed areas of ministry.

Ruth Chavis
SOUTH WOMEN’S MINISTRY

For the word of the Lord is upright,
and all his work is done in faithfulness.—Psalm 33:4
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Fall Retreat, October 13
• Theme: “Everlasting Joy in Jesus” (Isaiah 35:10).
• This second annual women’s retreat was held at 

the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum; 66 women 
attended.

• The day consisted of worship; testimonies from 
three women on “Joy in Salvation,” “Joy in Serving,” 
and “Joy in Suffering”; and a workshop on prayer 
and hospitality.

Christmas Gathering, December 7
• The theme was “Celebrating the Savior.”
• This was the first women’s event in our new 

building. What a special evening with a beautiful 
dessert buffet, readings, special music, and worship. 
Once again the men served us, which is a sweet 
blessing to the women.

• Many invitations were extended to friends and 
family. God surprised all of us by bringing 175 
women, some hearing the gospel for the first time.

God’s Faithfulness in Groups

• The Tuesday A.M. Women’s Group has been 
meeting for seven years with the purpose of 
welcoming women, prayer, and sermon discussion.

• Our Wednesday Evening Women’s Group is a 
new group as part of our Wednesday Connection 
breakout series with a focus on “Abiding in Christ 
Together.”

• Treasuring Christ Crafters is a new group that 
meets one Saturday a month, making useful items 
as an outreach to meet community needs. 

God has shown me his faithfulness through the precious 
women he has lifted up as leaders, mentors, those who 
care for the children, and others who have served in 
many ways. I am so grateful to God for each and every 
one. I also thank God for bringing Emily Zwicky to help 
in the office this Fall.

All that you have just read is a testimony of God and his 
work being done in faithfulness. It is a privilege and a joy 
to be a part of what he is doing.

By his grace and for his glory,

Ruth Chavis
Director for Women’s Ministry, South
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As a youth group, we’ve been walking through 1 John 
on Sunday mornings. We’re continually reminded by 
the Apostle John that the Christian life is marked by 
faithfulness to God in righteous living, love for other 
Christians, and the realization of our own sinfulness and 
need for forgiveness. John has written so that his readers 
might not sin—under the power of the Holy Spirit, he 
expects that his audience will be changed as they read 
and heed what is written. 

So the Lord is preparing the way for his children by 
speaking the word through his apostles. And, in the last 
part of 1 John 2:1, we see that he’s prepared the way for 
when we fail. Our sin need not determine our outcomes, 
because Jesus has both sent the Spirit to sanctify and he 
himself is advocating for us now to ensure our sins are 
not counted against us. What grace! 

Under this banner of grace, we’ve seen so much take 
place at the South Campus:

• In this year of transitions, most obviously we moved 
into the new building in September (which delayed 
the start of Fall programming into October). Pastor 
Dave Zuleger came on staff as lead pastor in the 
same month. We also ran a full year of programming 
with my ministry assistant, Justin Smith, continuing 
his role in overseeing middle school.

• This Spring, Justin and I taught through the book 
of Philippians on Wednesday nights, and then I 
taught through the book at Jr High Summer Camp. 
It was a sweet thing to go verse by verse through 
the book with the students, and we heard from 
many of them about the meaningful one-two punch 
of hearing the teaching first slowly through the 
book and then through preaching it at camp. 

• This summer, 38 middle school students from 
across the three campuses expressed faith in Christ 
at Jr High Summer Camp at Camp Shetek: 15 of 
them from the South Campus. A dozen Sr High 
students from the South Campus (and many more 
from other campuses) served these students as 
assistant counselors. In the last have of the year, 
we have been discipling many of these newly 

professing students. Seven have chosen to follow 
Jesus in the waters of baptism, in addition to four 
others who were baptized this year. Please pray for 
these students as they seek Christ. 

• This Fall, Pastor Dave Zuleger and I taught on 
abiding in Christ at the Fall Youth Retreat at 
Camp Victory. About 50 students came out and 
heard more on what would become our theme for 
Wednesday nights. 

• Several students went on short-term ministry trips 
this year. And as I write this report, I’m preparing to 
take several of them to the CROSS Conference in 
Louisville, Kentucky, to further discern how the Lord 
might use them for the cause of world missions.

• We’ve continued to encourage Sr High students in 
a “pipeline” of ministry that stretches from serving 
middle school students to serving the larger church 
body to serving our global partners on short-term 
ministry trips. Several students who have been 
involved in the pipeline in previous years are now 
adult volunteers, and a few are praying and hoping 
to be sent as Bethlehem Global Partners sometime 
in the future. 

In the upcoming year, we’ll continue each of our three 
South Campus camps, starting with a Spring Retreat 
for Sr High students in March, continuing with our 
Graduates + Seniors Retreat in August, and concluding 
with our Fall Youth Retreat in October. We’ll also see 
the reinstitution of two separate classes on Sundays and 
Wednesdays for middle school and Sr High (presently 
we’re meeting as one big group in anticipation of a 
dividing wall being installed over Christmas break). 

Please pray for us as we settle in and discover a rhythm 
together as a church at the South Campus, especially 
that the youth would flourish in this family of faith. 

Daniel Viezbicke
Director for Youth & Family Discipleship, South

Daniel Viezbicke
SOUTH YOUTH & FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.—1 John 2:1
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Ministry trips begin and end with our focus on Christ 
and making him known among the nations, both in our 
neighborhood and beyond. As Jesus works in the hearts 
of his people, giving them a burden to go and testify of 
his greatness, we train, equip, and send them to places to 
be the salt and light of the world.
 
Our main ministry focus is to support our many global 
partners who serve around the world. We want to 
encourage them, love them, and come alongside them 
in the greatest cause in the universe: the spread of the 
gospel and seeing the name of Jesus glorified to the ends 
of the earth. Our second priority is to come alongside 
partnering ministries and work with them to do the 
same. This year we sent out 29 teams and 78 individuals 
(not on a team), totalling approximately 316 people doing 
international travel for ministry.  

Short-Term Ministry Teams Sent in 2018

Barbuda
Our disaster response team, led by Steve Prater, took a 
team of six to the Caribbean island of Barbuda  to work 
with Samaritan’s Purse to repair damaged homes after 
Hurricane Irma spread its destruction on the island.
 
Belize
I (Brad Nelson) led a team of 14 (mostly youth) to 
Belize to minister at an orphanage/farm on the edge 
of the rainforest. We did a number of projects on the 
farm and loved on the kids in a variety of ways. We also 
partnered with a church to do outreach events, VBS, 
kids programs, and adult activities.
 
Burkina Faso
Paul Lindberg brought a two-person team to one of 
the poorest countries on earth to work with hearing-
impaired children. They also served at an orphanage and 
explored community development among some of the 
poorest of poor.
 
Cass Lake
Brad Soukup led this team of seven to work with Native 
American people in northern Minnesota on the Leech 
Lake Reservation. They partnered with Cass Lake 

Alliance Church, where they held two Vacation Bible 
School programs with native youth and children.

Central Asia
The Schmitter family of five went to bless global 
partners in Central Asia by providing care for children 
during a Spiritual Life Conference.
 
Cuba
I (Brad Nelson) led a team of seven to Cuba in an 
effort to build relationships for future partnership in 
the area of disaster response/construction, women’s 
ministry, training leaders, counseling, and Spiritual 
Life conferences. We met many pastors and had 
opportunities to encourage and build friendships that 
will be fruitful in the coming years.
 
Czech Republic
Pastor Kenny Stokes led a team of six church planters 
to the Czech Republic to meet and learn from a global 
partner who has planted five churches in Prague.
 
East Asia (1)
Steve (Elder) & Laurie Walmsley and Scott Rebney went to 
visit and encourage a global partner running a business.
 
East Asia (2)
Pastors Todd Rasmuson and Jason Meyer led a team of 
five to encourage global partners in East Asia. The team 
had a very fruitful ministry and were able to encourage 
pastors and the church.

Ethiopia
Bethlehem College & Seminary professor Jason 
DeRouchie led a team of seven trainers, pastors, and 
seminary students to preach in churches and instruct 
65 church leaders through 2 Timothy. They also visited 
many orphanages, sharing the love of Christ.
 
Hawaii
Bethlehem College & Seminary professor Chris Bruno 
led a team of seven to partner with Kailua Baptist 
Church in training leaders from East Asia. They also 
supported, served, and blessed other local congregations 
and pastors by preaching at many churches on the island.
 

Brad Nelson
SHORT-TERM MINISTRY MOBILIZATION 

And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. 
So there will be one flock, one shepherd.—John 10:16
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Honduras
Pastor Todd Rasmuson led a team of six to investigate 
an orphanage to see if it might be one that Bethlehem 
could adopt and send more teams to in the future. They 
came back with an outstanding report of approval, and 
we plan to bring a team there in March 2019.
 
India
A team of seven, led by Erin Carlson, went to work with 
a global partner hosting women’s conferences. They also 
provided a Vacation Bible School program where they 
were able to love on the kids in villages and orphanages.  
 
Italy & South Africa
Club 4th’s mission is to minister to third-culture 
kids (MKs) while the adults attend plenary sessions 
at a Spiritual Life conference. Corrie Ayers and the 
teams (four in South Africa and five in Italy) provided 
programming similar to a summer camp with Christ-
exalting, God-centered activities, teaching, and ministry.
 
Kenya
Seminary student Andrew Sheard led a team of five to 
work with Craig & Tracy Sorley in their Care of Creation 
ministry, “farming God’s way.” They visited various 
sites and talked with a number of farmers to see how 
environmental degradation is affecting local Kenyans.

Minnesota
Mary Horning led a team of 10 to northern Minnesota 
to be a part of a Joni and Friends Family Retreat. They 
ministered as one-on-one friends to people affected by 
disabilities. The goal was to glorify God by loving the 
families and helping them experience rest, rejuvenation, 
and hope in Jesus.
 
Myanmar
Pastor Chuck Steddom led a team of four to minister 
and teach at the Kachin Theological College and 
Seminary. They taught Christian doctrine to a 
combination of Kachin pastors and current college 
students. They also ministered to some of the IDP 
camps in the rural areas.
 
North Africa
Seminary student Colton Moore led a team of five to 
visit a global partner who is running a business. They 
went to encourage and love on the family, giving them a 
chance to rest and spend time together as a couple while 
the team cared for the kids.
  
 

Ohio
Vaughn Blackburn led a team of eight to partner with 
the Schwartz family to encourage those who are and will 
be serving behind the scenes in missionary aviation. As 
the adults were in the plenary session for the Spiritual 
Life Conference, the team worked with the children and 
helped prepare food.
 
Puerto Rico
I (Brad Nelson) led a team of 20 to Puerto Rico to assist 
in hurricane cleanup. The team partnered with a church 
there that provided our meals and a place to sleep. The 
team went into the community to assist homeowners 
with cleanup and reconstruction. The team was able pray 
with and witness to many homeowners.

San Diego
Matt & Brooke Watnemo and Mary Butler led a 
team of 10 to partner with Tim Cain, a Treasuring 
Christ Together church planter in San Diego, for a 
project called “Serve the City.” The team helped lead a 
basketball camp and other service projects.

Senegal
JoNell Baker led a team of eight to Dakar to minister 
at the SIM Spiritual Life Conference. Pastor David 
Livingston taught the adults while the rest of the team 
ministered to the kids. The team also times of counsel, 
games, activities, and relaxation with the missionary 
families.

Southeast Asia
I (Brad Nelson) led a team of three to visit and 
encourage global partners in a number of areas in 
Southeast Asia.
  
Sweden
Paul Lindberg led a team of five who focused on prayer 
ministry and helping local churches, church planters, 
missionaries, and CRU ministries in Sweden by listening, 
learning, encouraging, and praying.
 
Thailand (1)
Warren Weber led a prayer team of eight to work with 
an organizations Spiritual Life Conference. The team 
headed up a Prayer Room for individuals to come and 
share needs and get prayer and counsel. The team also 
hosted a VBS for third-culture kids.
 
Thailand (2)
Tim Devane lead a team of three to northern Thailand 
to teach English and share the gospel with folks in a 
small village on the Lao border.
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Zambia
Steve Walmsley led a team of eight to support Action 
Zambia by delivering health-care training workshops 
and sessions on suffering & perseverance to pastors and 
church members who minister to HIV/AIDS patients.

Tour Group: Scandinavia Spiritual Heritage Tour
This year, we hosted 54 people on a spiritual heritage 
tour to Denmark, Sweden, and Norway. We visited the 
site just outside Gothenberg where the first Swedes 
were baptized 150 years ago (to the day we visited!). The 
pastor who had done the baptizing started a Baptist 
church that we also visited. This man was eventually 
kicked out of Sweden (a very “Lutheran” country) 
and came to America, where he and started the First 
Swedish Baptist church in Minneapolis—now known 
as Bethlehem Baptist Church. What a joy to see our 
spiritual heritage.

Individuals
In an effort to make sure all people go out and serve 
well, we want to support, train, and equip all individuals, 
couples, or families who desire to minister globally. This 
year we sent out 78 individuals, couples, and families to 
bless the nations in a wide variety of functions and tasks. 
Here are a few of the countries this group ministered in: 
Chad, Middle East, India, Senegal, China, Mexico, all 
across Asia, and Dubai.

Short-Term Ministry Mobilization Committee
There is an incredible group of people who form 
the Short-Term Ministry Mobilization Committee. 
They help make ministry opportunities happen. They 
interview, debrief, and help teams and individuals think 
through ministry, missions, and future plans that may 
follow as a result of a short-term ministry experience. 
These members are Judy Anderson, Mary Anderson, 
Satish Amancharla, Sandra Dzik, Doug Hanson, Kathryn 
Hedlund, Jan Korbel, Pastor Brad Nelson, Steve Prater, 
Ron Powell, Scott Rebney, Julie Thompson, Steve 
Walmsley, and Denny Williams.  

And, of course, JoNell Baker helps keep the whole 
department running smoothly, especially when I travel 
so much. This year I was on five trips: Puerto Rico, SE 
Asia, Belize, Scandinavia, and Cuba.

Home Front
We continue to be thankful that Cindy is still cancer 
free. We were blessed with the arrival of our first 
grandchild, Arlo Clifford Nelson, born during the April 
blizzard. What an amazing experience it is to be a 
grandparent! Can’t wait for a few more!

Brad Nelson
Pastor for Global Outreach Strategic Short-Term Ministry
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In the past year, have you lost anyone? Have you lost a 
spouse, close friend, or someone very dear to you? I’m 
guessing many of you may have.The following excerpts 
from Charles Spurgeon’s sermons, taken from Randy 
Alcorn’s book We Shall See God, will be encouraging. 
Spurgeon writes, “[Hold] your friends lovingly but be 
ready to yield them to Jesus. Don’t hold them back from 
the One to whom they belong. Comfort yourselves with 
the double thought of their joy in Christ and Christ’s 
joy in them. Add the triple thought of the Father’s joy in 
Christ and in them.”

Now, quoting Randy Alcorn from the same book: 

Notice Spurgeon’s confidence that Heaven is the place of 
great union with Christ and reunion with redeemed loved 
ones. As a caring pastor, Spurgeon desires his people to 
understand that embracing the gospel should change their 
view of death. He says, “Let no doubt intervene; let no 
gloom encompass us. Dying is but going home.” Only six 
years later, at age fifty-seven, Spurgeon himself would go 
home to Jesus…. Jesus came to deliver us from the fear of 
death, “so that by his death he might break the power of him 
who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—and free 
those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear 
of death” (Hebrews 2:14–5, NIV). In light of the coming 
resurrection of the dead, the apostle Paul asks, “Where, 
O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” 
(1 Corinthians 15:55, NIV).

We should not romanticize death. But those who know Jesus 
should realize that death is the gateway to never-ending joy. 
Grasping what the Bible teaches about Heaven shifts our 
center of gravity and radically alters our perspective on life. 
This is why we should always seek to keep Heaven in our 
line of sight.—Alcorn, We Shall See God

In partnership with Glen & Ruth Bloomstrom and my 
wife, Mary, we have hosted the first GriefShare series at 
the Downtown Campus this past year. GriefShare is a 
biblically-based 13-week series using video, workbook, 
and discussion to help grieving people get through 
recent losses. 

Our next series starts Monday, February 18, in Room 
112 from 6–7:30pm. Registration is online at griefshare.
org/groups/101375. The North and South Campuses 
have had and will be scheduling the series this next 
year as well. We are grateful to Tim & Kelli Fredin and 
Rick & Kathy Pals for getting GriefShare most recently 
started at Bethlehem. As the GriefShare website says: 
“GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who will 
walk alongside you through one of life’s most difficult 
experiences. You don’t have to go through the grieving 
process alone.” If you have lost someone recently and 
can’t seem to get through the grieving process, please 
consider joining us.

Still thanking God for the privilege of serving you!

Keith Andersion
Ministerial Coordinator for Senior Adult Ministries 
(and Baby Boomers)

Keith Anderson
SENIOR ADULTS

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would 
I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you 

to myself, that where I am you may be also. And you know the way to where I am going.”——John 14:1–4
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Recently I’ve been reflecting over the illustration of 
a rock being dropped into a lake (this works well in 
MN, as there are so many lakes to imagine … until they 
freeze). As the rock breaks the water, it creates ripples 
that radiate out and eventually touch the shore. The 
bigger the rock, the bigger the ripples and the farther 
they travel. This is true with decisions we make as well. A 
choice is made, and its effects will extend farther into our 
lives. What may seem to be a small thing early on grows 
to have a much larger impact than we first expected. 
For example, going to a particular school, selecting a 
certain field of study, saying yes to the invitation for a 
Bible study, agreeing to study God’s word with someone, 
and so on. Often, in our nearsightedness, we don’t really 
know the effects of these choices, of various actions, of 
certain commitments we make. However, at other times 
God gives us a glimpse into the life-changing—dare I 
say, eternity-changing—ramifications our lives have on 
the world and others. Maybe you can take a moment and 
think back over the last 5, 10, or 25 years of your life and 
marvel at the ways that God has allowed one event in 
your life to have this ripple effect. Try it; I think you’ll 
find it humbling and worshipful. 

We celebrated 40 years of Campus Outreach this past 
year and produced a book celebrating all that God has 
done. (View our book digitally at co40years.org). The 
book reflects a ripple effect of one decision back in 
1978, the decision of one church to send one individual 
onto a college campus, trusting that it would make a 
large splash that rippled from one life into a multiplying 
movement onto the shores of other continents and into 

eternity. For most of you reading this, your decision to 
pray for Campus Outreach Minneapolis, to give of your 
time, money, or living room, began at some point within 
the past 18 years, since CO came to Bethlehem Baptist 
Church. As you’ll see, that is a part of the larger story, the 
larger ripple that is still moving and touching one life at a 
time. Thank you for making that decision. Thank you for 
your willingness to partner with us. I hope this book helps 
you place your personal decision into the larger story and 
to see that it is about much more than money, much more 
than time, that it is about the countless lives that have 
moved from light into darkness, from death into life. In 
these small decisions, eternity is being shaped by you. 

Remember, this is but a mere snapshot now. The story 
isn’t fully written. We aren’t sure what the next years 
hold for Campus Outreach Minneapolis, but we are 
assured that in this moment God is calling us to pause 
and express joy and gratitude for all that God has done, 
for what he has allowed us to be a small part of, and 
for you. You have played and are currently playing an 
indispensable part in our desire to see God use small, 
insignificant people and interactions to advance the good 
news of Jesus Christ to the uttermost parts of the earth. 

Paul Poteat
Pastoral Director; Campus Outreach Regional Director

Paul Poteat
MINISTRY TO UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

www—Romans 1:16–17

ruth.gulbranson
Underline

https://co40years.org/
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It is a true blessing to serve the Lord and this 
congregation as financial secretary. Both the generosity 
of the Lord’s people and the help of a small team of 
dedicated teller volunteers display the Spirit’s work in 
hearts of those who are Kingdom-focused, desiring that 
the name of Jesus be made much of among the nations, 
both at home and across the globe.
 
Contributions toward the general operating budget fund 
in 2018 totaled $10,178,353. This total was a 7 percent 
decrease from 2017 budget contributions that totaled 
$10,946,676. In addition to budget fund giving in 2018, 
special designated gifts of $1,090,875 were applied 
directly toward our South Campus building project. 
Additional designated gifts of $124,230 toward the 
“Funding the Filling” existing mortgage reduction fund 
were applied against our existing mortgage balance, 
along with our budgeted mortgage payments.
 
On December 31, 2018, we completed the 25-month 
initial “One Fund” capital campaign of the broader ten-
year “Fill These Cities: 25 x ’25” vision. More than 1,300 
faith commitments provided contributions of $18,381,639 
(4.7 percent above their total commitments) in the course 
of the 25 months. While the initial capital campaign 
“acceleration” phase is complete, the ongoing initiative 
through 2025 means that our general budget fund giving 
will continue to be called “Fill These Cities: 25 x ’25.” The 
Kingdom benefits of these contributions can be seen in 
the preceding ministry reports that highlight the four 
priorities of the Fill These Cities initiative.
  

Utilization of online giving continues to grow. In 2018, 
46 percent (up from 42 percent) of the Fill These Cities 
contributions were made through our online giving 
portal. Setting up recurring giving schedules via the 
online portal is a helpful way for donors to remove the 
weekly or monthly check-writing process from their 
schedule when they anticipate a regular, recurring 
amount to be given. Online donors are also encouraged 
to contribute via their bank account (ACH) rather than 
credit card to assist in reducing Bethlehem’s electronic 
transaction fees and avoid potentially incurring personal 
financing charges against their credit card’s balance.
 
In 2018, a total of 6,139 families, individuals, and 
organizations gave recorded contributions to the 
general budget, short-term ministry programs, Campus 
Outreach, and other ministries of the church. This 
number includes 2,347 donors from 2,142 families 
contributing to the general budget fund.
 
My hope and prayer for the coming year is that each 
person who calls Bethlehem their church home will 
continue to count the blessings of the Lord to them and 
“contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of 
the ministry, the expenses of the church, the relief of the 
poor, and the spread of the gospel through all nations” 
(Bethlehem’s Church Covenant).

Steve Walmsley
Financial Secretary

Steve Walmsley
FINANCIAL SECRETARY/CONTRIBUTIONS

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples; I will sing praises to you among the nations. For your steadfast love is great to the heavens, 
your faithfulness to the clouds. Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let your glory be over all the earth!—Psalm 57:9–11

ruth.gulbranson
Underline

ruth.gulbranson
Underline

https://bethlehem.onlinegiving.org/donate/login
https://bethlehem.onlinegiving.org/donate/login
https://bethlehem.church/church-covenant/
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The year 2018 held the final 12 months of the 25-month 
acceleration phase of “Fill These Cities: 25 x ’25” and total 
giving was $10,178K. The budget was set at $11,250K, 
but actual spending was $10,303K as the staff diligently 
managed expenses to be below budget.

2018 Highlights
• Contributions were down $768K (-7%) from 2017, 

but this comparison includes strong giving during 
the first half of the 25 months of the 25 x ’25 
initiative—and it does not include $1,091K of 
designated gifts toward the South Campus building 
project in 2018.

• Net spending was down $33K.
• At year-end, outstanding external debt was 

$7,487K, which was up $4,592K due to borrowing 
related to building the South Campus.

• The line of credit was at zero as of December 31, 
2018.

• Total cash for all funds was $732K as of 
December 31, 2018.

In 2018, CliftonLarsonAllen, a regional CPA firm, audited 
our 2017 financial statements. An audit report is available 
upon request. Additional unaudited financial detail for 
2018 is provided on the following pages. If you have any 
questions related to the finances, please contact the 
church office and we will be happy to answer them.

Adam Sexton
Church Treasurer

Adam Sexton
CHURCH TREASURER/BUDGET, INCOME & EXPENSES 
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 

for God loves a cheerful giver.—2 Corinthians 9:7
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Bethlehem Baptist Church 
2018 Operating Fund (unaudited)

ACTUAL BUDGET VARIANCE
General Contributions 10,178,353 11,250,000 (1,071,647)

Worship & Music 465,809 449,424 (16,385)
Vision & Preaching 626,050 688,516 62,466 
Media 380,037 399,449 19,412 
Worship 1,471,896 1,537,389 65,493 

Family Discipleship 17,910 25,660 7,750 
Nursery 95,587 134,446 38,859 
Children 415,621 436,026 20,405 
Middle School 214,157 211,853 (2,304)
Sr High 313,155 313,159 4 
Disability 51,061 57,976 6,915 
Library 24,568 25,358 790 
Adult Discipleship 54,633 77,620 22,987 
Small Groups 337,478 329,923 (7,555)
Men’s 650 6,000 5,350 
Women’s 202,785 212,110 9,325 
Senior’s 46,263 50,312 4,049 
Counseling 231,006 256,199 25,193 
Inreach 2,004,874 2,136, 642 131,768 

Leadership Development 453,942 443,380 (10,562)
Outreach Support 543,220 548,276 5,056 
Neighborhood Outreach 336,983 338,960 1,977 
Hispanic Outreach 4,054 6,138 2,084 
Church Planting 323,148 429,353 106,205 
Ministry Mobilization 144,719 203,376 58,657 
Global Outreach 2,078,259 2,190,254 111,995 
Outreach 3,884,327 4,159,737 275,410 

General Administration 157,573 176,850 19,277 
Office 106,621 95,969 (10,652)
Human Resources 101,672 103,696 2,024 
Accounting 174,649 181,426 6,777 
Giving 125,559 120,456 (5,103)
Communications 242,643 262,062 19,419 
Information Technology 323,841 353,559 29,718 
Building & Property 1,648,981 1,728,112 79,131 
Kitchen 42,037 32,102 (9,935)
Four-plex (963) - 963 
Undeveloped Property 19,190 312,000 292,810 
Support 2,941,804 3,366,232 424,428 

Net Expenditures 10,302,901 11,200,000 897,099 
Net Surplus/(Deficit) (124,548) 50,000 (174,548)
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Bethlehem Baptist Church 
Net Assets/Cash/Loans (unaudited)

FUND
BEGINNING 

NET ASSETS
2018 SURPLUS

(DEFICIT)
ENDING 

NET ASSETS

Cash

Operating Fund 3,053,148 (3,090,899) (37,751)

Helping Hand 111,687 41,706 153,393 

Campus Outreach 426,664 (127,994) 298,670 

STMM Projects 145,747 77,871 223,618 

Designated Projects/Other 174,897 (80,581) 94,316 

Total Cash 3,912,143 (3,179,897) 732,246 

Fixed Assets 16,768,923 9,085,747 25,854,670 

Current Assets/(Liabilities) 171,141 (463,207) (292,066)

External Debt

Existing Mortgage 2,702,217 (502,217) 2,200,000 

New Mortgage - 5,110,729 5,110,729 

BGC Loan: Mesken Property 193,534 (16,857) 176,677 

Line of Credit - - -
Total External Debt 2,895,751 4,591,655 7,487,406 

Net Assets 17,956,456 850,988 18,807,444 
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The congregation of Bethlehem Baptist Church held five 
business meetings in 2018:

• January 28, Quarterly Strategy Meeting
• April 29, Quarterly Strategy Meeting
• July 29, Quarterly Strategy Meeting
• October 21, Quarterly Strategy Meeting
• December 16, Annual Business Meeting

The outcome of these congregational meetings is 
summarized by topic below.

Officers, Elders, Deacons, and Ministers
• On January 28, Bethlehem called Paul Poteat 

as Pastor for University Students and called Samm 
Poteat as Minister for Women’s Ministry, Downtown; 
reaffirmed non-staff elders Jon Hendricks, Don 
Hoffert, and Rod Takata for another three-year 
term; called as staff elders Aaron Davitch, Brad 
Nelson, Jon Nowlin, Bryan Pickering, Mike Tong, 
Daniel Viezbicke, Jared Wass, and Matthew 
Westerholm; called as a non-staff elder Darin 
Brink; and called as deacons Liz Stein, Sarah Bowe, 
and Julie Barmore.

• On April 29, Bethlehem called Brian Liechty as 
Pastor for Care & Counseling, North and Lisa Paschen 
as a deacon.

• On July 29, Bethlehem called Dave Zuleger as 
Lead Pastor, South and Tim Fredin as a deacon. The 
congregation approved a position change for Chuck 
Steddom from Lead Pastor, South (South Campus 
Pastor, 45%; Worship, 45%; Other Duties, 10%) 
to Pastor for Worship & Ministry Development, South 
(Worship, 50%; Outreach, 15%; Worship Leadership 
Development [BCS], 15%; Ministry Development 
[BMI], 15%; and Other Assignments, 5%).

• On December 16, Bethlehem reaffirmed staff 
elders Bud Burk, Dan Holst, Vince Johnson, David 
Livingston, Gil McConnell, Todd Rasmuson, 
and Kenny Stokes for another three-year term; 
reaffirmed non-staff elders Tim Johnson, Tom Lutz, 
Andy Naselli, Phil Nelson, Luis Rodriguez, Steve 
Stein, Brian Tabb, Peter Thorpe, and Alan West for 

another three-year term; called as deacons Mary 
Horning and Tim Richterkessing; elected Steve 
Walmsley as Financial Secretary for a one-year term, 
Adam Sexton as Treasurer for a one-year term, and 
Ben Holvey and Jacob Smith as Church Clerks for a 
one-year term.

Revision of Constitution and Bylaws
At the All-Church Annual Business Meeting on Sunday, 
December 16:

• The Bethlehem elder council proposed the 
motion “to adopt revisions to Bethlehem’s 
Relational Commitments (Section: Commitment 
to Preserving Marriages).” The key proposed 
changes would streamline the guidelines regarding 
divorce and remarriage from nine guidelines to 
six, eliminate redundancy, improve clarity and 
readability, and conform this section to the style 
and length of the other Relational Commitments 
(from 1,600 words to roughly 1,000 words). The 
key changes include (1) revising Guideline 3, which 
presents biblical grounds for divorce, and (2) 
removing Guideline 8, which prohibits persons 
remarried after divorce from serving as pastors/
elders and deacons of Bethlehem.  

 � Subsequently, a Bethlehem member made 
a motion from the floor to recommit the 
revisions in the motion “to adopt the revisions 
to the Relational Commitments (Section: 
Commitment to Preserving Marriages)” 
to the elder council for potential revision. 
Bethlehem voted to not pass this motion; the 
motion failed.

 � Subsequently, a Bethlehem member made a 
motion from the floor to divide the motion 
“to adopt the revisions to the Relational 
Commitments (Section: Commitment to 
Preserving Marriages)” into two motions 
with the first motion pertaining to proposed 
revisions #1–#7, and the second motion 
pertaining to #8 regarding the deleting of 
the guideline stating that divorced/remarried 
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persons are ineligible for leadership. 
Bethlehem voted not to pass this motion; the 
motion failed.

 � Subsequently, a Bethlehem member made 
a motion from the floor to postpone 
the motion “to adopt the revisions to 
the Relational Commitments (Section: 
Commitment to Preserving Marriages)” 
indefinitely. Bethlehem approved this motion; 
the motion carried.

• Bethlehem approved the motion that Bethlehem 
Baptist Church correct its legal name as listed in its 
constitution from “Bethlehem Baptist Church of 
Minneapolis, Inc” to “Bethlehem Baptist Church 
of Minneapolis, Minnesota.”

North Campus 
At the December 16 All-Church Annual Business 
Meeting, Bethlehem approved the motion to refinance 
Bethlehem’s Bremer Bank $2.2M variable rate mortgage 
and $1M operating line of credit associated with 
Bethlehem’s North Campus for a lower fixed rate 
mortgage and similar $1M operating line of credit with 
Tradition Capital Bank.

Budget
At the January 28 All-Church Quarterly Strategy Meet-
ing, Bethlehem approved the elder-recommended 2018 
One Fund Operating Budget of $11,250,000.

Church Membership
At the end of 2018, the membership roll stood at 2,694. 
Over the year, church action removed 247 members, and 
205 new members were welcomed into the church.

Deaths of Members in 2018
• Tom Eckblad Sr.
• Leo Flaten
• Barb Youngquist
• Cindy Breen
• Dan Sterken
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