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Introduction
Do you know the potential of what you’re reading? Probably not.
So let me compare my words introducing this collection of global
partner devotional reflections to directions for planting a packet
of Burpee Seeds. This is a 95-page variety packet of seeds—flowers
with assorted fruits & veggies mixed in. Your mind and heart are
the soil on which to sprinkle them. And I presume God has made
you good soil, so you are about to be made that much better. In
reading, you will in fact be activating a potent means of continuing
to fulfill God’s design to change the soil of your life from rocky and
weedy into the fertile kind.
How? By inserting each “Bethlehem-Baptist-Global-Partner Seed”
one by one into your mind and watering as you plant with your
tears and thanks. The Lord of the Harvest will do what he always
promises to do—a miracle! He will germinate life, give it growth,
grow it up, produce a crop, and make it ready for harvesting. That’s
why these global partners wrote their devotionals—they’re seeds,
segments from their heart and life and world that they’re offering
to drop into yours.
They really do need you, and you also really do need them. God
made it that way. Soil and seeds belong together. Senders and
Goers … that’s how Jesus’ great commission to us, along with the
Lord of the Harvest’s work for and through us, will bring us to our
glorious, promised end.
So, on behalf of all of your 204 Bethlehem Global Partners, the
96 men and 108 women scattered near and far, get ready for the
sowing of their good seeds. God’s wide, wonderful, whitened world
lies ready for you to see and love through their words that follow.
David Livingston
Pastor for Global Outreach Member Care
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Day 1

Reflections From the Field
Brad Nelson, Pastor for Global Outreach

Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name; make known his deeds among
the peoples!—1 Chronicles 16:8

Jesus is our priceless treasure. Because Jesus is worthy, because Jesus is worth
it, the Church must take the whole gospel to the whole world. As we fall
deeper in love with Jesus, we become like him. To be like Jesus is to love the
nations of the world. To love the nations is to proclaim to them the gospel.
The gospel is what God has done for us in Christ.
The gospel applies to all people—everywhere—across all ages and
cultures. The gospel is what God has done, is doing, and will do in Christ.
A Christ-centered gospel has Christ-centered global partners. Right now,
Bethlehem has 112 global partner units (families and singles) who are serving
around the world sharing the gospel in a variety of ways with those who do
not know him. They are in 43 countries. God is using them in amazing ways
and giving them unique experiences that are exciting and faith-building.
Since we are celebrating 150 years of grace and outreach, we wanted to
do something special for this Global Focus 2021. So we asked our global
partners and a few special guests to write a devotional for this booklet. They
shared with us the things they have learned and how God has used them
while on the field. Thus, we have 40 devotionals to encourage your faith.
My prayer is that upon reading these devotionals, you will grow in your love
for Jesus. But I also pray that these words will cause you to know and love
our global partners better through hearing their heart and passion for Jesus,
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as well as some of the hard issues they work through on the field. I hope
you will rejoice with them in their praises and weep with them as they go
through hard times.
Most of all, I pray that we will become more of a praying church. A church
that is holding the ropes for our global partners as they serve. Here are some
ideas for how to pray as you journey through these devotionals. Pray ...
•
•
•
•
•
•

That the word of God would continue to reach the nations so
that others can understand the gospel.
For fruitful ministry, that more will come to treasure Jesus.
For our global partners to thrive on the field.
That the Lord of the Harvest would send forth new laborers
into the harvest.
For unity on the field with other global partners and local
Christians.
For a strong relationship with Jesus while serving in difficult
areas and seasons.

In Dick Eastman’s book on prayer, he says, “In no other way can the believer
become as fully involved with God’s work, especially the work of world
evangelism, as in intercessory prayer.” I pray that God would move among
the members of Bethlehem to pray for our global partners more and more as
they do the work of world evangelization!
May Bethlehem continue to be used by God to reach the nations, to
strengthen the Church, and bring glory to his Name!

9
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Day 2

Our Calling to a Wartime Lifestyle
John Piper, Pastor Emeritus, Bethlehem Baptist Church

I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but
rubbish in order that I may gain Christ.—Philippians 3:8

Among the 14 Missions Convictions the leaders of Bethlehem know and
love, here is #11:
We Are Called to a Wartime Lifestyle for the Sake of Going and
Sending. To send in a manner worthy of God and to go for the sake of the name,
we must constantly fight the deception that we are living in peace time where
we think that the luxury of self indulgence is the only power that can break the
boredom. O may God open our eyes to what is at stake in the war raging between
heaven and hell.
The spirit of the great missionary, Paul, must grip us more and more. “I count all
things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord,
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in order
that I may gain Christ” (Philippians 3:8).
In wartime everything changes. The luxury liner, Queen Mary, became a troop
carrier, and instead of bunks three high they were stacked seven high. Resources are
allocated differently in wartime. And we are in a war far more devastating than
World War II.
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A wartime lifestyle presents itself not as a legalistic burden, but as a joyful
acknowledgment that our resources aren’t entrusted to us for our own private
pleasure but for the greater pleasure of stewarding them for the advancement
of the kingdom of God (Acts 20:35; Matthews 6:33).
So, there’s a big difference between living for the Kingdom and living for the
American dream. That essential difference is this: What are you trying to
make much of? Do you want to make much of Christ in the world, or do you
want to make much of yourself, your business, or your family? What are you
passionate about seeing exalted, praised, and enjoyed?
I want to put that central because if we don’t ask the question day by day—
What am I going to make much of today?—then we will gravitate toward making
much of the same things that everybody around us is making much of, like
sports teams, food, or a new computer program. None of these things are sin
unless they become the thing that we’re driven by.
The difference between a Kingdom mindset and a worldly mindset is the
King. What place does the King have? Is he central in our affections, our
vocabulary, and in what we want to see happen at work, church, and in
our leisure?
This “wartime lifestyle” doesn’t come easily. If it does start coming easily,
then it may result in pride. So beware, because the things we work hard at
are sometimes the things we boast in the most. Pride is a very insidious and
subtle thing.
Further, take note of a second difference, between “wartime” and “simple”
lifestyles. In wartime, you may need to build a B-52 bomber, which costs
millions and millions of dollars, in order to win the war. In a simple lifestyle,
however, you wouldn’t fiddle around with bombers.
In a wartime lifestyle you are always asking yourself, “How can my life count
to advance the cause of Christ?” And if it means buying a computer to keep
in touch with your missionaries through email, then you’re going to invest
several thousand dollars into a computer and software. That’s a wartime
lifestyle. But you might not eat out as often, or you might buy a used car
instead of a new one so that you can buy that computer. That’s what I mean
by wartime lifestyle. The alternative is to just go with the flow. Everybody
gets his toys: bigger house and car, more clothing, more fine food, etc.,
without even thinking about how the war effort is advancing.
11

Personally, I must battle every day against drifting. It isn’t about making
choices so much. The battle is primarily against becoming comfortable with
things that aren’t essential to the war effort. So you have to check yourself.
Sit down with your spouse and ask questions, such as, “How are we doing
with our spending? How are we doing with the use of our discretionary
money for leisure?”
I admit that this is difficult. I don’t have any laws to lay down about what
specific things you should be doing once a week, once a year, or never.
It’s just tough. Nevertheless, may the Lord capture your heart and fill you
with fresh zeal for the greatest cause in the world. As I have often said,
“There are only three kinds of Christians when it comes to world missions:
zealous goers, zealous senders, and disobedient.” May God deliver us
from disobedience!

12

3
Day 3

Building a ‘Wartime’ Business
Anonymous, Global Partner to Asia

Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier gets entangled in
civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him.
—2 Timothy 2:3–4

The call to bring the gospel to the nations leads us toward a “wartime”
mentality of facing challenges and enduring limitations in order to reach a
goal. A wartime business is a vision-driven business. Using the analogy in 2
Timothy of a soldier seeking to please his commanding officer, what is the
target that we are aiming our businesses at? How can our Christ-centered,
gospel-driven, peoples-pursuing businesses aim to please the One who
enlisted us? Certainly not by making money the bottom line. Luke 16:13
tells us, “No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one
and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other.
You cannot serve God and money.” Dictionary.com defines business as
“a person, partnership, or corporation engaged in commerce, manufacturing,
or a service; profit-seeking enterprise or concern.” If business is by nature
“profit-seeking,” how can we work via that channel toward the goal of eternal
profit, namely making disciples of all nations? Our wartime businesses must
be vision-driven businesses.
As we structure our businesses, we ought to build them from the ground
up, not for civilian pursuits and collecting “unrighteous wealth,” for that
brings no pleasure to our commanding officer. Let us rather build wartime
businesses that are crafted strategically, more like a weapon to be aimed at
the heart of dark places yet unreached, than a machine to generate wealth
that will not last.
13

In many of the hard-to-reach places of the world, where the gospel of Jesus
Christ is yet to be proclaimed, many of the traditional ways of living in these
places (i.e., medical work, teaching, NGO work) are not always possible. In
places where these avenues are not possible, sometimes running a for-profit
business is still an option. The gospel has historically spread on trade routes
around the world, and this is still happening today.
Three Things to Consider
First, it can be difficult to build a business that will succeed in a remote,
hard-to-reach, or hostile environment. It takes creativity to craft your
business in a way that will help it and you survive in one of these places.
Consider ways your business can satisfy both the local government’s desires
for your area and connect culturally or meet a felt need among the people
you are trying to reach. Sometimes your ultimate goals won’t seem to
naturally flow from running a business. How can running a business in this
place actually affect church planting? I don’t have all the answers. These are
questions we wrestle with along the way. Just because the place one is called
to doesn’t make sense for a business venture doesn’t mean it won’t work, it
just means it’s going to take more creativity to ensure that it does.
Second, in Watchman Nee’s book The Normal Christian Worker, he has a
chapter titled, “A Mind to Suffer.” His point in the chapter is not that we
should seek out suffering or be masochistic in any way, but that as ministers
of the gospel we should be willing to suffer together with Christ. “And if
children then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we
suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him” (Romans 8:17).
But as we suffer together with Jesus, let us not forget our rich inheritance as
God’s beloved children. The depth of riches of gospel truth that is ours in
Jesus will enable us to persevere in the face of much suffering for the sake of
the gospel as we abide in Christ. “For I consider that the sufferings of this
present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed
to us” (Romans 8:18).
Finally, before you start your business, spend time crafting a vision statement
for your ministry and business. It should be boiled down to a concise
summary that expresses the goal of all that you are doing. What people
group do you want to reach? Is your goal church planting? How is it Christcentered for the glory of God? Write it and rewrite it until you feel that you
have captured the heart of what God is calling you to accomplish. Once
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you’ve done this, you will have an invaluable guidepost to consider how you
structure your business—which good things you will be involved in and
which good things you won’t. When your business goes through a rough
season, having these ultimate goals in mind will help you persevere with
creativity and patience for the sake of the gospel among the nations.
May our heavenly Father use many wartime, vision-driven businesses aimed
at the hard-to-reach places of the world to bring glory to his Name and joy
to all peoples!
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Day 4
Abide

Sarah, Global Partner to Southeast Asia

“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides
in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for
apart from me you can do nothing.”—John 15:4–5

Two decades of living on the vine within the relational context of our
business: We abide in Christ, working in community with our team and
living life-on-life with our staff, most of whom are pre-believers. In John 15,
we see the imagery of abiding in God as fruit abides on a vine—connected,
sustained by him and for him—and along that vine of connection we are
together in community. We live in community with our ministry team,
creating community within our business. In terms of discipling staff, we
welcome new staff into a Kingdom culture of values—not western, not
eastern, though certainly flavored by both—but a Kingdom-of-God culture
(Matthew 5) that generously develops staff in areas of leadership, community
development, and stewardship of the earth’s resources—showing and sharing
Jesus, praying toward their eternal salvation in his Name.
It is a culture of discipleship, looking for God’s work within the lives of our
people. We pray for Spirit-led eyes to see the mighty-warrior-Gideons among
them, instead of focusing on the cowering in the winepress. We are far from
perfect. In our unfaithfulness, we can get
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too focused on the task at hand and lose sight of the opportunity to develop
and disciple a staff member along the way. Our intentionality wanes and yet
God is faithful. One of the ways he is faithful is in the weekly rhythms of
work, calling us to show up and be present with our staff. We do this in the
same way Moses instructed the Israelites in training the next generation: Talk
about [God’s words] when you sit at home and when you walk along the road,
when you lie down and when you get up (Deuteronomy 6:7).
My prayer is that as we abide in Christ and work together, we are being
intentional to disciple along the way.
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5
Day 5

Hating Your Life
Anonymous, Global Partners to Central Asia

“Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it
for eternal life.”—John 12:25
“For they loved not their lives even unto death.”—Revelation 12:11

When we first arrived on the field, we were met by an energetic and caring
German missionary who helped us navigate life in our new world. We were
work colleagues and teammates, and became like family.
Eight months later, we found ourselves with teary eyes sorting through all
her earthly belongings, trying to decide what to send to her grieving family
and what to give away to the poor. She had been killed while taking the love
of God and medical care to a remote part of the country.
It was our first encounter with martyrdom, and since then we have lost
10 other friends through violent death. We had known, coming to this
place, that bringing the good news of Jesus Christ to this unreached region
involved danger. But face to face with the reality of dealing with a real
person’s earthly belongings, with her familiar perfume and personal items,
any sense of romance or adventure that we had brought to the field—stoked
by biographies of saints in faraway places and times—suddenly vanished.
At a new level, we were forced to reckon with Jesus’ words in John 12:25,
“Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will
keep it for eternal life.”
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Love and hate are strong words and are loaded with meaning when applied
to our attitudes toward our bodies. Our culture would have us love our
temporal lives, that is, to be anxious about our health, to pursue comfort at
all costs, and to avoid exposing ourselves and our loved ones to danger. To
hate oneself in any sense is to break a deep cultural commandment. What
does Jesus mean by these strong words?
Jesus is calling the believer to be so concerned about the interests of his
kingdom, the spread of his gospel, and the imparting of spiritual life to
others, that the believer’s attitude toward his body seems—by comparison—
like unconcern, carelessness, and even reckless waste.
When our friend decided to move in among the urban poor in a toxic,
polluted megacity, exposing her body to malaria and parasites in order to
hand-deliver the message of reconciliation, she was “hating” her life, in the
sense that she was loving Jesus and people more.
What Jesus is calling us to is not a cavalier, irresponsible neglect of God’s
temple. It is a calculated valuation of Christ as more worthy, lasting,
significant, and precious—not only for the nations—but also for the gospel
messenger. After all, it is the life of the one who gives it away that is kept
for eternity. Therefore, it is the one who hates his life in this world who
loves it the most.
How badly we, who are obsessed with prolonging, preserving, and pampering
our lives through supplements, surgeries, and safety features, need to hear
Jesus’ words again. Not everyone is going to be asked to put themselves in
physical danger for the cause of Christ. Perhaps for some of us, the more
relevant, at-hand, and therefore difficult challenge is the call to die daily, in
big and little ways, as we reorient our lives around Christ and his kingdom
(Luke 9:23, 1 Corinthians 15:31). It may simply mean using a weekend for
outreach, not being so busy running errands that we miss opportunities
to listen to people, or risking our reputation by sharing the gospel with a
colleague or neighbor.
If love for Christ’s cross compels us to hate our very lives, surely it should
compel us to hate anything that might stand in the way of God being rightly
honored throughout the earth.
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Day 6

Spiritual Warfare
Emily P., US-Based Global Partner

For I, the Lord your God, hold your right hand; it is I who say to you, “Fear not,
I am the one who helps you.”—Isaiah 41:13

“Lord, help!”

I don’t know about you, but that is a common prayer for me. And sweetly
he responds, bringing his word to my mind, “Fear not, I am the one who
helps you. Behold, I am with you always even to the ends of the earth.”
I have been to the ends of the earth. As a global partner, I have had the
privilege of being in some of the most remote locations in the world—and
simultaneously experienced spiritual warfare. When a man filled with
demons came running toward me, I prayed, “Help!” When my truck was
stuck in the mud and rebels were all around me, I prayed, “Help!” When my
coworker was driving down a road where I knew rocket-propelled grenades
were being launched, I prayed, “Help!” One day after the next, one prayer
after the next, God has always been with me. He is always helping me. He
is always protecting and providing for me in the middle of physical and
spiritual warfare.
When my ministry shifted to be based in the United States, I expected the
“help” prayers to abate or at minimum reduce in frequency, because I naively
thought the spiritual warfare would lessen. I was in the land of milk and
honey—pizza delivery, lightning-fast internet, and a proper cup of coffee!
Why should I be calling out, “Help!” as often? But here I am, a little more
than five years later, serving in the United States and finding that my
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need for Christ in the midst of the battle of good and evil is ever present.
I was foolish to believe that just because my location changed, the spiritual
warfare would as well. It just looks different. “Lord, please help me buy this
computer! I have no idea why I’ve been back and forth with the store three
days in a row now and still have no computer. Please. Help!” “Lord, I’m
trying to sell my house and the pipe broke in the basement, the fire alarm
doesn’t work, and the toilet is leaking. These things all just happened! Please
help!” “Father, please make a way for the internet to work and connect with
my international partners. It is only the devil interfering. You are stronger.
Please help!”
Spiritual warfare is not location based; it is a part of this Christian life. As
J.I. Packer said, “Satan will labor to divert you from the path of holiness
and hope.” We are in the middle of a spiritual battle with souls on the line.
Whether you are praying for help as a demon-possessed man comes running
at you—or as Satan is interrupting the purchase of a new ministry laptop—
we are still in the war. I pray, “Help!” and quickly, silently, and efficiently,
God squeezes my right hand and says, “I am the Lord your God, I hold your
right hand; it is I who say to you ‘fear not, I am the one who helps you.’”
What a great and glorious God we serve who protects us in the midst of our
spiritual battles!
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7
Day 7
Suffering

Eric, Global Partner to Southeast Asia

He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief.—Isaiah 53:3

Five years ago, while serving in Asia, bacteria perforated into my wife’s brain,
causing meningitis and sepsis. The Lord spared her life, but we lost our
calling, our friends, our work, and our home. For years she battled dizziness,
headaches, and depression while being mom to young children.
We returned to Asia hopeful, but then we found ourselves once
again saying goodbye to our life, calling, and ministry—this time due to
international politics.
We moved back to Asia a third time, starting over in a new country, learning
a fourth language and excited about open doors to bring the Good News
to the unreached. But nine months later, I was diagnosed with leukemia.
Dangerous complications arose, and my oncologist advised returning to the
United States with haste. Weeks of high fevers without respite, spontaneous
hemorrhaging, a multi-drug-resistant sepsis infection, lung infections,
children separated (again) from Daddy … and Jesus spared my life. We
celebrate. And we grieve. God has been so gracious to us, and yet we don’t
dismiss the suffering. Nor do we compare one suffering with another.
As we suffer, we remind ourselves of Truth.
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As you suffer, remind yourself of these truths.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jesus knows your sorrow. He was despised and rejected by men, a
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. (Isaiah 53:3)
He made you. (Psalm 139:14)
He knows you. (Psalm 139:1)
He knitted you together in your mother’s womb. (Psalm 139:13)
He inhabits you. (Ephesians 3:16–19)
He knows exactly what you’re thinking and feeling. (Psalm 139:2)
He cares for you. (1 Peter 5:7)
You are never alone in your suffering. God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in trouble. (Psalm 46:1)
He will never leave you. ( Joshua 1:5, Hebrews 13:5)
He will never forsake you. (Ibid.)
Nothing can separate you from the love of God. (Romans 8:35–39)

Bring your suffering to Jesus. He knows. He cares. He is with you.
He loves you.
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8
Day 8

Rescue From Trafficking
Alissa, Global Partner to South Asia

O Lord, you hear the desire of the afflicted; you will strengthen their heart; you will
incline your ear to do justice to the fatherless and the oppressed, so that man who is
of the earth may strike terror no more.—Psalm 10:17–18

In the country where we work, nine girls and young women were saved
by rescue agents along border checkpoints. Seven of them had met their
traffickers via social media. While each one’s story is unique, they have
common factors. Each one had met her trafficker within the past five months,
and all were told to lie if questioned at the border. Traffickers lured them over
the border with promises of well-paying jobs or the security of marriage.
The youngest girl was only 12 years old. She met a woman through Facebook
who convinced her to meet up for a tour of a neighboring country. The child
agreed to meet and was then held in a hotel room and sexually abused by
two men—friends of this woman. After three nights of abuse, they created a
false ID for her and attempted to take her across the border.
As they crossed, they were stopped by our team and questioned. Our rescue
agents separated them and asked them further questions. We quickly saw
that their stories did not match. Soon the young girl opened up to our staff
and told them what she had been through and how she had been instructed
to lie as they crossed the border. The three adults were sent to the police
station. The child was brought to our transitional shelter and then reunited
with her mother.
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Border rescues typically occur before a trafficking victim has experienced
abuse. With this young girl, we are thankful she was rescued before likely
being sold to brothels, but our hearts grieve to know how she had already
been abused. Please pray for her to come to know the love of Christ and
his healing.
Estimates show that about 25 million people are human-trafficking victims
worldwide. Those who are sexually exploited or forced to work for little to
no pay are among the most common, but many forms of trafficking exist
including domestic servitude, forced marriage, organ removal, and the
exploitation of children begging. Globally, 20% of all individuals trafficked
are children. This problem is still very much alive in all areas of the world. In
fact, more are enslaved today than at any time in history.
God is a God who executes justice for the oppressed, inclines his ear to the
fatherless, and sets the enslaved free. Join us in praying for the fight against
human trafficking and for the deliverance of those who are enslaved.
Pray for redemption.
We pray, Lord, that you would restore the lives of those affected by trafficking and
bondage. We pray that they would come to personally know your grace, love, and
mercy. Bring healing to their bodies and minds. Give them forgiving hearts toward
those who have sought to harm them.
Pray for protection.
Lord, we pray that the victims who are rescued from traffickers would have a safe place
to recover and heal from the abuse they experienced. We pray against the lies of shame
and guilt. You are our refuge and our strength. Help them heal and protect them from
those who seek to harm them.
Pray for restoration.
Dear Lord, your word tells us that you bring hope and joy to areas where there was
only fear and shame. The enemy wants to speak fear and shame over these victims
through their lived experiences. We pray for restoration. We pray that you would
restore their hearts and spirits with your truth. We pray that they would know and
accept that there is hope—and that they can be made new again.
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9
Day 9

Persevering Through Persecution
Anonymous, Global Partner to Africa

Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.—2 Timothy 2:3

Every day we are bombarded with communication about health, safety,
and prosperity. These things are not merely referenced as blessings that we
should be thankful for, but as necessities that we deserve and goals that we
ought to strive after with our time, planning, and resources. The message is
clear. Avoid discomfort. There is nothing good to be found in hardship. It
is foolish to risk your physical well-being. But what the word of God says
about pain, suffering, and persecution is transformative.
More than 10 years ago, my wife and I sensed the Lord’s call to take the
gospel to unreached people in Africa. The country we felt called to serve in
was in significant turmoil. Our loving family and friends questioned whether
this was the right place for us and our young children to minister.
As we prayed over these events and concerns, we read these words from the
apostle Paul to Timothy, “Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus”
(2 Timothy 2:3). What? Surely, Paul knew better than most how severe the
opposition could be from the religious leaders and local officials, and yet
this is his counsel to Timothy, his son in the faith? Did Paul see something
different in suffering than our culture sees, which causes him to encourage
Timothy to “share in it”?
The answer is yes! First, Paul knew that suffering and persecution are
inescapable for those who desire to live a godly life (2 Timothy 3:12). He saw
more than just the hardship of the trial, and he understood that suffering
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produces perseverance, which in turn leads to character, and that character
results in a hope in God, which doesn’t disappoint us (Romans 5:3–5). And
not only is there a personal benefit to the believer, but Paul grasped that our
perseverance through persecution and suffering becomes the very avenue
by which unbelievers come to know their suffering Savior, Jesus Christ, and
attain salvation (2 Timothy 2:8–10). This is why Paul can tell Timothy, “share
in suffering.”
Well, it’s one thing to know these truths and another to limp through
them. After a year of language learning in this African country, my wife was
assaulted by two men on a morning walk while 17 weeks pregnant. Three
weeks later, she gave birth to our 20-week-old son, dead, as a result of the
trauma she suffered in the attack. Two years later, I was imprisoned and
interrogated when government officials found Bibles in the offices of the
organization where I worked. Video of my face was broadcast widely. I had
to be taken into hiding.
Yet, in this seeming misery, God was at work. Our hope in him was growing.
A number of years later, while crafting Bible stories into the language of
the unreached people group we were working with, we met a young Muslim
man. After months of studying the Scriptures together, he decided to follow
Christ. Our struggles pale in comparison to the persecution he has received
from others. Over the last several years, he has lost almost all familial
relationships and material possessions. He has been slandered, imprisoned,
hunted down, beaten, and more. And yet, he continues to walk with Jesus.
He shares his testimony with others in the hopes that they will come to
know the love of God in Christ Jesus.
Dear God, thank you that we can persevere through persecution and share in
suffering as good soldiers of Christ Jesus. As we encounter trials of various kinds,
cause us to abound in hope by the power of Your Holy Spirit. Use our light and
momentary troubles to not only achieve a glory for us that far outweighs them but
to show the suffering love of Christ to the lost, that they might know salvation.
Amen.
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Day 10

For the Joy of Japan:
Remembering the Pals Family, Part 1
Cedrick Pals, Father of Jamison Pals

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy.—Psalm 67:4

Joy
Jamison & Kathryne Pals were appointed as global partners with Bethlehem
Baptist Church and commissioned by WorldVenture. They planned to join
Christ Bible Institute in Nagoya, Japan. Their theme verse was Psalm 67:4,
“Let the nations be glad and sing for joy.” The name of their ministry blog,
joyof japan.org, is derived from that verse. In the words of Jamison, “I will be
happy when a multitude of Japanese people gladly put their faith in Christ.
We desire to go to Japan with a message of indestructible joy.”
They had prepared well. They had raised all of their support. They had
one final month of training before leaving for Japan in October 2016. They
embarked on their final training trip in July 2016.
Perhaps we received a word of prophecy from Jamison: “I do not know how
things will turn out for us. As a husband, I feel obligated to lead our family
toward obedience, whatever the end may be—whether it is life or death or
discomfort or disappointment. It is clear that the Lord Jesus calls us not to an
easy life, however he calls us. He bids us to take up our cross—just as he did—
to suffer and die. Perhaps we will toil for years to raise support and never make
it overseas. Perhaps we will go and utterly ‘fail’ as missionaries from all worldly
perspectives. Perhaps we will labor for decades without any visible fruit. Or
perhaps through willing obedience, many will pass from death to eternal life.”
Grief
Jamison & Kathryne Pals, and their three children, Ezra, Violet, and Calvin,
never made it to Japan. On Thursday, July 28, 2016, I texted Jamison, “What
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time do you leave (for training) tomorrow? Will be praying for safe travels.”
Jamison texted back. “Planning on leaving mid-morning. Thanks Dad! Love
you.” On the morning of Friday, July 29, the family loaded into the van in
Wayzata, Minnesota, and drove to Orange City, Iowa. There they stayed on
the farm of Jamison’s cousin. On the morning of Saturday, July 30, the family
once again loaded into the van and left for Nebraska. In Eastern Nebraska,
they stayed in a hotel and enjoyed some family time at a waterpark. On the
morning of Sunday, July 31, 2016 the family loaded into the van to drive the
last stretch to Colorado where they would complete their training. Years of
preparation were finally coming to fruition. At about 11:30am, the minivan
came to a complete stop in a construction zone near Bruhl, Nebraska. At
that time, a semi-trailer rammed into the back of the minivan at 65 mph.
Jamison Brownlee Pals (29), Kathryne Lucille Pals (29), Ezra Adoniram Pals
(4), Violet Joy Pals (2), Calvin Boaz Pals (10 weeks) all died at the scene and
entered eternity together.
That evening I received a call from my daughter Malia:
“Dad???”
“What Malia, what’s wrong, what happened?”
“Jamison has been in an accident.” There was a short pause.
“There were no survivors.”
“No, Malia, that can’t be right. There must be some mistake.”
“No, Dad. They are all gone.”
Each family member has their own story of how they heard the news. It is
impossible to overstate the grief that both families (Engel and Pals families)
suffered. There was an overwhelming sense of loss. Even now, as I write
these words, I weep. I feel like David when he wrote “I am weary with my
moaning; every night I flood my bed with tears; I drench my couch with my
weeping. My eyes waste away because of my grief ” (Psalm 6:6).
Naomi, in the book of Ruth, declared, “‘the hand of the Lord has gone out
against me.’ … ‘The Almighty has brought calamity upon me’” (Ruth 1:13, 21).
Her husband and two sons had been taken in death. I knew just how she felt.
Forgiveness
Almost two years later to the day, Tony (the driver of the truck) was being
sentenced for six counts of vehicular homicide in Ogallala, Nebraska. My
wife, Kathy, and I attended. I took the opportunity to extend forgiveness to
Tony on behalf of both families. The apostle Paul instructs us in Ephesians
4:32, “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just
as in Christ God forgave you.” I know how much God has forgiven me. How
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can I not forgive you, Tony? The next day I received an email from one of
the reporters in the courtroom:
... I also wanted to let you know that as I watched your testimony, I noticed many
of the inmates at court for unrelated hearings nodding, wiping tears, and bowing
their heads. I know you also reached both myself and the TV reporter that day,
and I would imagine that your amazing message of faith, forgiveness, and mercy
reached others who needed it the most.
This, of course, was all God’s doing.
The Sovereignty of God
But that is not the end of the story. God has been orchestrating events
beyond our vision, just as he did for Naomi and Ruth. “So Boaz took Ruth .…
and the Lord gave her conception, and she bore a son. … They named him
Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David” (Ruth 4:13, 17).
God has also used the story of the Pals family. He used it to immediately call
two families to be “goers.” One family is in Japan and the other is in Ireland.
We have received hundreds of letters from around the world describing how
the Pals family’s story made an impact on them personally, and that much
fruit has been produced. Gordie & Nancy Engel (Kathryne’s parents) have
had many opportunities to share the story publicly, including at a Faith &
Family Night at Target Field and at a National Day of Prayer event.
A foundation was established in their honor (The Jamison & Kathryne Pals
Family Foundation, palsfamilyfound.org). The foundation currently supports
11 missionary families, six of whom are in Japan. Christ Bible Institute
started the Joy of Japan Center for Church Planting and Discipleship
(joyof japancenter.jp) in Nagoya, Japan. The name was chosen based upon the
name of Jamison & Kathryne’s blog.
Ruth never knew that her lineage would produce the long-awaited Messiah,
Jesus of Nazareth. Even in the worst circumstances, God never stops
working. Even if you do not see it, he is working. What is he doing in your
life? Your story matters.
Thank you Father, thank you Lord Jesus, thank you Holy Spirit for calling Jamison,
Kathryne, Ezra, Violet, and Calvin to be used in this way to spread the glorious gospel.
We exist to spread a passion for the supremacy of God in all things for the
joy of all peoples through Jesus Christ.
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Day 11

For the Joy of Japan:
Remembering the Pals Family, Part 2
Brad Gordon, a friend of Jamison Pals & his family

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare
a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will
take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. … I am the way, and the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”—John 14:1–3, 6

On a summer day in 2016, a family of five (Jamison, Kathryne, Ezra, Violet,
and Calvin Pals) was traveling to their final training session in Colorado before
embarking on a full-time transition to missions work in Japan. They had been
praying and preparing for this opportunity for more than five years, and they
were finally ready. Years of thinking, praying, preparing, weeping, struggling,
doubting, and rejoicing were coming to this moment—but it wasn’t the
transition we all expected. On July 31, 2016, the Pals’ vehicle was rear-ended
by a semi, tragically taking the lives of all five members of the family.
This devastating accident sent many of us reeling with doubts about where
our hope is rooted and where to find joy. Yet though the Pals family’s plans
to reach the people of Japan were tragically cut short, they made it clear why
they gave up their earthly ties to serve the people of Japan: a vision of joy
that they refused to keep to themselves. This vision is equally relevant for
anyone whose joy fluctuates and wanes.
People often asked Jamison & Kathryne, “Why Japan?” They provided many
reasons: We are commanded to make disciples of all nations (Matthew
28:19–20); Japan has some of the highest rates of depression and suicide in
the world; it is the largest unreached nation; Jesus is Lord of all and worthy
of the worship of all; and the Jamison & Kathryne’s gifts and experiences
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were well-suited for Japan. Most of all, however, they felt a joy for Christ
that they knew the people of Japan needed. (Read more at joyof Japan.org.)
For Jamison & Kathryne, serving the nations was about more than pursuing
humanitarian activities. Humanitarian efforts are not distinctly Christian,
but the people of Japan and so many others around the world need hope.
With some of the highest depression and suicide rates in the world, Japan
needs people to show them a love they have never experienced before. Being
the largest unreached nation in the world, they need someone to tell them
about the love of Christ.
Jamison & Kathryne pursued to the end what the apostle Paul desired in
Philippians 1:21–26, “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to
live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose
I cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart
and be with Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more
necessary on your account. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and
continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, so that in me
you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to
you again.” Based on John 14, Jamison wrote the following in his blog, and he
dwelled on it daily. It’s a message for those in need of hope and joy:
Our hearts are not troubled, because our Father has a house with room for us.
Jesus Christ is there now, preparing a place. He is coming again. When he does,
he will take us with him, to be with him forever. Then we will put our roots
down deeply and not take them up again. This is a home we can start sinking
our roots into now—we have a home that comes with us wherever we go, and
we never have to leave. His name is Jesus Christ.
What distinguishes Christian missions from humanitarian effort? Jesus
Christ. What does that mean? We should have an overflowing joy about the
story of Christ and what he did on the cross. That joy should find hope in
what the Kingdom will look like for eternity, and it should be permeating
into our daily lives—overflowing into how we live. Our joy for Christ should
become our joy for living, joy for our neighbors, joy for eating good food, joy
for conversations with coworkers, joy for serving, joy for everything we do.
This was the mindset Jamison & Kathryne had when they talked about the
Joy of Japan. They had a vision of their own joy—built from seeing, feeling,
and cherishing Christ—overflowing into their relationships with other
people they met while in Japan. But they also envisioned people in Japan
finding this joy themselves and establishing communities where they could
cherish that joy together.
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12
Day 12
Uncertainty

Sarah Lindsey, Nurture Program Participant

Yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a
mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes.—James 4:14

What can we be truly certain of? How can we have hope in uncertain times?
In reality, our lives can change in a matter of minutes, and tomorrow is never
guaranteed to us. What a sobering and even frightening matter to come to
terms with.
In my own life, I have had to face the reality of death and the uncertainty of
tomorrow. The summer I graduated from college, my husband and I packed
up our Chicago apartment and began preparations to serve on the mission
field in the Middle East. But just days after our one-year anniversary, I got
diagnosed with bile duct cancer. Everything we planned for was suddenly
brought to a halt. I had surgery to remove the tumor a couple months later,
and we moved to Minneapolis for chemotherapy treatment. During that
time, I had to rely on Jesus more than ever for strength and peace when it felt
nearly impossible to have either. I struggled to find joy and have purpose.
I was angry with God. Yet still, he was gracious, compassionate, and patient
toward me. He continually swept me up in his embrace when I was in
darkness. He never neglected me nor forgot about me (John 14:27, Psalm 23).
Six months later, I finished my treatments, and there was no evidence of
cancer left in my body. I was finally feeling well, and we began planning again
for ministry overseas. But after only a few months, it was confirmed that the
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cancer had returned as a stage 4 metastasis in my liver. I was yet again in a
place of uncertainty and fear, but this time the diagnosis was more serious,
and my future all the more unpredictable.
After months of more chemotherapy and a liver resection surgery, I am
miraculously done with treatments. Today, I find myself feeling cautiously
relieved. Every part of me wants to believe and be sure that this is the end
of those challenges, though in reality, it very well could not be the end. The
truth is, we can never be certain of anything in this life. The only things we
can be sure of are the promises given to us by God. Our lives are like a vapor;
one day they’re here, and the next they’re gone.
The only certainty we have is the assurance of our salvation in Christ Jesus.
Our days are fleeting, but we have a living hope; it’s an inheritance that will
never fade, kept in heaven for us (1 Peter 1:3–4). How wonderful! We have
peace knowing that there is nothing more powerful and more certain than
the love of Christ (Romans 8:38–39).
As my husband and I start praying and talking about serving in missions
again, I am reminded of how many people don’t have that sure and perfect
hope that is found in Jesus. I can’t fathom going through a cancer diagnosis
and treatment without the peace and love that Jesus gives to me. We have a
reason for the hope that is in us (1 Peter 3:15). Out of our faith and love for
Jesus, we must proclaim that hope to people who do not know it. The love
of Christ compels us to declare his glory and tell of his salvation for as long
as we have breath (Psalm 96).
September 2021 Update: Since Sarah wrote this reflection, she let us know that
her cancer has returned. Please pray for God’s sustaining grace to uphold her and
cause her to persevere physically, mentally, and spiritually through additional
rounds of chemotherapy.
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Day 13

Do Not Be Anxious

Vijay M., Global Partner to South Asia

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.—Philippians 4:6–7

The believers at Philippi had every reason to be anxious. In reading through
the entire epistle, we see some reasons for their worry. The apostle Paul
was in prison and facing the possibility of death. The church was facing
persecution from outside forces. Internally, the church struggled with
false teachers and discord among believers, not to mention the overall
struggle for their daily needs. These were tough times for the early church.
Not surprisingly, today’s missionaries around the globe can relate to these
experiences too.
Our journey of serving the Lord in a country that is not very hospitable to
the work of the gospel has taken us through various challenges. We have
been involved in the work of preparing and equipping indigenous church
planters to pioneer biblically faithful churches among unreached and
unengaged people groups. Like all missionaries, we have a daily struggle with
dark spiritual forces, opposition, persecution, false teachers, accusations,
criticism, financial struggles, sickness, and much more. We have felt
discouraged, anxious, and at times helpless in dealing with these life and
ministry challenges. But every time we have faced these struggles, the Lord
has strengthened us, encouraged us, and filled us with joy to press on in the
work that he has called us to do. As I have been meditating on Philippians
4:6–7, I have found two main applications that I hope will encourage you in
the same way they have encouraged me.
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The first application is to not be anxious about anything. Sometimes the word
anxious is translated as being “divided” or “distracted” from the things God
has called us to or the things that matter eternally. Worry is an invisible
weapon the enemy uses against God’s people to divide, distract, and rob
them of their strength. Charles Spurgeon once said, “[Our] anxiety does not
empty tomorrow of its sorrow but only empties today of its strength.” When
we lose our strength, we lose our ability to fight against the enemy, and we
eventually fall. Worrying reflects poorly on our heavenly Father, assuming he
does not know or does not care what is going on in the lives of his people.
Constant worrying is also habit-forming. Habits are not only hard to break,
but they can also lead to other sins like anger, self-pity, neglect of spiritual
matters, and failure to trust in God. That is why Paul writes about not being
anxious for anything.
The second application is that we need to approach God in all things, with prayer
and supplication and with thanksgiving. The remedy for anxiety is prayer.
In troubling times, times of persecution, temptation, sickness, and even just
the daily struggles of life, we can approach God in prayer. There is nothing
you cannot bring to the Lord. But we often do not come to him because
we are tired and distracted, we have unresolved and unrepentant sin in our
life, or we prioritize our day-to-day work over running to God. We need to
remain on guard. Paul goes on to say that we also need to make our requests
known to him with thanksgiving: Thanking God for what he has already
done for us through his Son, Jesus Christ. Thanking him for his grace,
kindness, salvation, answered prayers, and for all the earthly and heavenly
blessings in our lives. Remembering this changes how we pray. It makes
our prayers more alive and hope-filled. God promises peace beyond our
own understanding, and he guards our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
He accomplishes this through our prayers.
God has never refused to bear our burdens. He has never failed to keep his
promises to his people. Come then, brothers and sisters, let go of anxiety
and place all your concerns in the hands of our gracious Savior.
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Day 14

What Good Is Suffering?

James & Lindsey M., Global Partners to Central Africa

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and
without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life
was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.—John 1:1–5

One of the most noticeable differences between living in the United States
and living in a third world country is the “in your face” suffering that invades
every area of life. It may be a beggar on the street with no legs whom you
pass by every day on your way to work. It may be the hoards of street kids
surrounding your car, looking for any scrap of food you would toss to them
as you stop in the market. It may be your neighbor marrying off her 14-yearold daughter because they need the dowry to put food on the table. It may
be any number of the thousands of other ugly effects that poverty and a
world of sinful human beings brings to your attention every day. There
comes a point where you begin to feel numb to the demands. Whether it
is my own lack of resources or just a wearing away of faith that God will
actually do something to change each circumstance, the scene begins to
become normal, and the demands become less demanding. It becomes easy
to “hide my face” from the situations, whether I see them or not.
In fact, I find that this is my default tendency when any situation seems
overwhelmingly burdensome. I am an avoider by nature, I want to flee
discomfort and run toward ease. Even when I read through the Bible, there are
certain stories that I love reading, like Lazarus being raised from the dead, and
others that I want to just skip over, like the betrayal of Jesus. I want to turn
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away my gaze and look elsewhere. In fact, there are so many difficult situations
in life that I wish I could just ignore or pretend didn’t exist.
And yet, when I take a moment to think about my relationship to Jesus, I
realize that I am a beggar. Before Christ, I was suffering in my sin—without
God and with no hope in the world. I was just like the man in Luke 10:25–37
who was going down the road from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell among
robbers. I was stripped, beaten, and left half dead. The Priest who saw
me passed by on the other side. The Levite saw me and passed by on the
other side. It was Jesus, who when he saw me, had compassion on me. In
my helpless and sinful state, not only did he look on my sufferings, but he
actually took on my suffering to bring about my deliverance. It was because
of my suffering that I found the sweetness of my Savior.
Psalm 22 is a description of Jesus’ own suffering. And right in the middle
of it, in verses 23–24, we are commanded to praise him, “For he has not
despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, and he has not hidden his
face from him, but has heard, when he cried to him.” It is in his own deepest
and darkest suffering that our most abundant and beautiful praise abounds.
I praise you God, that you are not like me!
I praise you, Jesus, because you did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted.
I praise you that you have not hidden your face from me.
I praise you that you let me suffer, so that I could know your sweetness.
I want to grow in really seeing others’ suffering. I want to get past the initial kneejerk reaction of turning my head away. Instead, I want to be able to look beyond it and
see an opportunity for someone to know You as Savior, Helper, Deliverer, Comforter,
Father, and Friend.
Who knows, without our suffering, would we ever find the need to
experience who God really is?
We can be thankful for suffering, for through it we learn the character of
God and the heart of praise. When the world says, “How can God be good
and allow so much suffering?” We can acknowledge God’s good purpose in
using it to bring us to him, which is the ultimate good for every soul.
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Day 15

The Challenge of Sitting
at the Feet of Jesus

James & Lindsey M., Global Partners to Central Africa

Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named
Martha welcomed him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at
the Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching.—Luke 10:38–39

In the course of my life, and even in my time overseas, something I struggle
with is daily meeting with Jesus. I’m not talking about reading my Bible
necessarily, but taking time to pray and lingering in prayer in a way that I
think Jesus was commending Mary for when she sat at his feet. Putting aside
everything in order to be in his presence is a challenge for me—giving him
my attention so that he can speak to me, and I can share my heart with him.
Prayer is so easy, and yet so difficult! Why is it such a struggle? Why do I
let myself function on autopilot, even if for an hour at the beginning of the
day? If my chief end is to worship God and enjoy him forever, why do I let
finishing the tasks of the day become my ultimate goal?
Some days, it is because it doesn’t bring me the temporary joy that other
things do. Some days it is because seeking God’s kingdom first in my day
forces me to give up something else that I value. Sometimes it is because I
am likely to fall asleep in the quiet of my prayers. Other times it is because I
am so distracted by noise coming from another room that I give up. Maybe
it is because I don’t really have faith that he will meet me there. Sometimes
it is even because of my pride. Yes, it is all of these and a thousand other
things besides. And when I have bought into the lies of the enemy and let
any one of these things crowd Jesus out, it is also guilt that makes me feel
unworthy to come the next time.
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We need weapons to fight against this ploy of the enemy, who wants to keep
us from the feet of Jesus. We must not lay down our arms before the fight
has even begun. When we find even a small dagger, we must lay hold of it
and make use of it when we see ourselves falling into dangerous patterns.
I came upon one of these small and yet powerful weapons as we were having
our family devotion time one evening. We had been reading through a book
called Matthew, Expository Thoughts on the Gospels by J.C. Ryle. Each day, we
read one of the small points he makes about the Scripture, and then we
talk about it with our children. In Matthew 26:47–56, Jesus is betrayed by
Judas, and as his disciples begin to pick up arms to fight, Jesus rebukes them
and says, “Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at
once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then should the
Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?”
To this, Ryle says, “Let us observe this: there is much encouragement in it.
The willing sufferer will surely be a willing Savior. The Almighty Son of God,
who allowed men to bring him and lead him away captive, when he might have
prevented them with a word, must surely be full of readiness to save the souls
that flee to him. Once more then let us learn to trust him, and not be afraid.”
Ryle’s short but poignant commentary was not a new revelation to me, but
a reminder of the persistent and tender calling of Jesus for us to draw near
to him. “The willing sufferer surely will be a willing savior,” and I would add,
a willing sanctifier. He does not want our penance. He has already paid the
price to bring us in his presence. He does not want excuses! He has taken
away every hindrance. He did not grumble or complain when he laid down
his life for ours. He does not expect us to repay him or prove to him that we
understand the depth of his sacrifice. That is an impossible thing that we
could never do. Let us trust him, for he has proven his love to us by suffering
in our place, and let us not be afraid, because we know that his wrath has
been completely absorbed on the cross.
Hear friend, and take hold of this dagger too! Jesus didn’t hesitate as he
went to the cross for you. Therefore, don’t hesitate to draw near to him,
whether it is for the first time or the thousandth time! Don’t question if he
wants you to draw near or not; don’t question whether the time will be well
spent. Remember that the price has been paid so that you could sit at the
feet of Jesus today. Cast off the failures of yesterday and accept the promises
he is giving today.
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Feeling Forgotten and Abandoned
Sue Murr, Global Partner to Uganda

How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide
your face from me? … But I have trusted in your steadfast love; my heart
shall rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord, because he has dealt
bountifully with me.—Psalm 13:1, 5, 6

When a woman in Uganda gives birth to a child with a disability, she is
quickly stigmatized, considered cursed or demon-possessed, and abandoned.
She may be tempted to abandon her baby or do harm to her baby or herself.
The father of the baby often leaves, claiming that “such a condition has not
been seen before in my clan” or doubting his parental connection to the
baby. The mother’s cry to God is, “Why have you forgotten me? How long
will I go on with this burden?”
Within many churches, the mother may be met with a false gospel claiming
healing for her baby if only she “has enough faith.” Such false teaching will
likely drive her further from the church and from God in her feelings of
abandonment. A church that is not only willing to acknowledge the presence
of the mother and child but also to welcome them into fellowship is rare.
I arrived in Uganda in 2014 and started working with families of children
with disabilities through physiotherapy and church ministry. Little by little,
I found myself overwhelmed—with the severity of the situation combined
with the limited resources for helping to improve their quality of life.
Although the truth of God’s sovereignty never dimmed, the harshness of the
lives of these precious ones and the struggles they invited me into were
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overwhelming. The message from the Lord was, “Lean in” and “Walk with
them, grieve with them, and rejoice with them.” In a discussion with a
trusted counselor, I was encouraged to write both about what I was grateful
for in a day and also what brought the strong feelings of grief and loss—to
write my own psalms of lament.
In learning to lament the harshness of others’ lives and listen to their pain,
I was drawn to share the same idea of lament with the mamas or grandmas
with whom I was visiting. Together, we have talked about how to find a voice
and cry out to God with the pain and sadness, and to understand that such
complaining is not sinful but brings glory to God. We remind ourselves that
Jesus also felt abandoned and alone as he hung on the cross, and he cried
out to his Father. As we walk this journey, we have repeatedly turned to the
Lord, crying out to him with sadness and pain, and reminding ourselves of
his promises such as, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” Despite the
situations of those I minister to not being changed dramatically, I have the
sweet reminders—for myself and for them—of God’s promises. Ending the
times we have together with praise and thanksgiving encourages strength in
each of us!
Although the circumstances that I am faced with in Uganda are unique, the
encouragement to lament through the hard times—crying out to the Lord
and reminding ourselves of the promise of not being forsaken—is not unique
and may bring hope to an otherwise hopeless-feeling situation. Where in your
life today may you feel abandoned or sense the need to lament? Don’t turn
from this. Write it out, speak it to the Lord, and listen for his promises to you!
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Day 17

May His Word Go Forth

Anonymous, Global Partner to Africa

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but
water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and
bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not
return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed
in the thing for which I sent it.—Isaiah 55:10–11

I try to build Scripture into my lesson plans from time to time. I teach
English overseas where my family and I live in an almost 100% Muslim
context. It’s easy to quote a proverb or a good saying of Jesus to a people
very familiar with their own proverbs and sayings from the prophets. Little
did I know that each time I spoke words of life in class, a particular student
was writing them down and studying them at his home after school.
One day I quoted Matthew 6:33 in class. At our 9:30am break time, all
the other students left the classroom to get their tea and breakfast. This
student stayed, and he asked me the most wonderful question: “Teacher, we
understand him to be a prophet but I need you to explain very clearly: Who
is Jesus Christ?” I silently prayed and felt led to share, right then and there,
the truth of Jesus Christ, as the classroom seemed to be guarded according
to the plan of God. We had a holy moment together.
Just a few days later, it was Christmas and I received a text from him saying,
“Merry Christmas.” Shortly after this he came to my home and sat down for
tea. He explained that he found a collection of Christian apologetics videos
on YouTube, and that his questions were answered. “I’m a Christian now!”
he said. We sat and cried together.
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Now this student has been discipled for the last three years and is taking
Bible classes online. He feels led to shepherd his people. He is a humble
servant of the Lord among an unreached and largely unengaged people who
so desperately need to know the love of Christ and the joy of salvation. He’s
beginning to find ways to share the truth with his family and has been asking
for prayer. Maybe you can take a moment to pray now.
Could it be perhaps, that in all our talks regarding methodology and best
practices regarding evangelism, we have lost confidence in the power of the
Scriptures? Do we really believe that as we share the Scriptures with the lost
and found alike, we are speaking words that will never return back to God
empty, but shall accomplish that which he purposes, and shall succeed in the
thing for which he sent it? He will get his glory. He will draw his sheep to
himself. And he will do it through you and me by his grace.
So may it be today! May we share words of life with those God has put in our
paths and just as “the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not
return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving
seed to the sower and bread to the eater,” may his word go forth from our
mouths and accomplish exactly the purpose for which God has sent it—for
salvation for the nations!
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Day 18

Bible Translation and Love Notes
Maryanne Augustin, Global Partner
to the Democratic Republic of Congo

… And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.—Philippians 2:11

I remember the first love note. It was in 1999. I was in Ivory Coast for the year,
getting experience in language survey while waiting for things to settle down in
the country I was assigned to—the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).
It was an ordinary day, and I was just walking down a dirt road back to the
SIL office. Suddenly I was stopped dead in my tracks by the beauty of the late
afternoon sun playing off the gently waving leaves of a line of banana trees.
“Thank you,” I said.
“I love you,” was the answer.
I had a smile on my face for the rest of the evening.
A few years later, I was visiting a little village in the forest in DRC (still not
able to move into the country), with no personal means of transportation
except for my feet. One day I had to go somewhere and it was too far to
walk, so someone had to give me a ride on the back of his bike. As a lifelong
cyclist, it was humiliating to be sitting on the back, side-saddle, no less,
because I was wearing a narrow skirt.
Everyone we passed called out to greet me, Wolipio giniii! and I was expected
to respond to every single person, Iyo!
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Invariably, they laughed at my response.
At first it galled me to be laughed at. Then God said to me, “Maryanne, these
people have hard lives. They don’t have much to laugh at,” and that changed
everything. I thought that God had sent me to Congo to help get the Bible
translated. But if he wanted to give some of his children joy at seeing this funnylooking stranger who tried to pronounce their language, who was I to complain?
When I realized what a gift he’d given me, I thanked him.
He answered, “I love you.”
The other day I had a fragment of a Fighter Verse song going through my
head, “... and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of
God the Father.” It was a hot, hectic day, with an annual planning session
with three translation teams, and I needed to constantly look at their work
and give feedback or answer questions. But slowly it dawned on me why
I couldn’t get the verse out of my head despite the busy-ness. There was
something stunning in it—that when tongues confess Jesus Christ is Lord,
the Father is glorified. Not Jesus, but the Father. It’s wonderful, I know it’s
wonderful, but it’s hard for me to say what it means. Something about how
close the Father and the Son are, how much they love one another, how they
are One … and the amazing fact that they call me into their family.
“Thank you,” I prayed.
“I love you,” they said.
Between 1999 and 2021, there have been lots of love notes. Not that the
context I’m in—supporting Bible translation thousands of miles from
home—has become a rosy-colored sea of warm fuzzies. To the contrary. But
who needs love notes from the King if they’re living in a sea of warm fuzzies?
It’s precisely because life is hectic and I’m a sinner and I’m surrounded by
sinners that I need to hear from him.
He never stops speaking: through the beauty of the sky; satisfying work; the
smell of the flowering vine outside my window; the laughter of kids playing;
singing worship songs with friends; a cold shower at the end of a hot, dusty
day; an awkward conversation that clears the air; working with Congolese
colleagues who serve with joy despite having houses crowded with family
members who have fled insecurity; waking up on Sunday morning knowing
that I have the whole day to be with the One who loves me most … his love
notes never end. They keep me alive.
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Day 19

The Fruit of Making Disciples
Comes Through Death

Steve Discher, Global Partner to the Philippines

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it
remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”—John 12:24

Anyone who has been in a church for any amount of time is probably
familiar with the concept of discipleship, or a more biblical term: making
disciples. We talk in our small groups about making disciples in our place of
work or our neighborhoods. We talk about how to share the good news of
Christ as well as teaching others to obey Jesus the Lord (Matthew 28:18–20).
Although many of the people who attend a solid church have a good idea
of what it means to be a disciple-maker, the pursuit of making disciples
can often take a backseat in our daily lives. The aim of this devotional is to
address what is at the heart of our struggle to make disciples and to unpack
one of the greatest motivations to spur us on to make disciples.
One of the main reasons we may struggle to live out the mission to make
disciples is because it involves dying to ourselves. As we look at this concept,
it is helpful to see that “death being the way to life” is a biblical pattern.
Christ, of course, established this pattern through his death, burial, and
resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:3–4). This reality becomes the blueprint
of living a life of worship in this world: We become believers by dying to
our self/sin and trusting Christ (Galatians 2:20). As believers, we grow
progressively by the working of the Spirit putting to death the old self and
putting on the new self (Colossians 3:5–10, Romans 6:1–14).
Consider Jesus’ words in John 12:24, “Unless a grain of wheat falls to the earth
and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” Christ is ultimately
talking about his death that will bring new life for those who trust him.
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But he also immediately applies this reality to the life and ministry of his
disciples in the following two verses by saying, “Whoever loves his life loses
it … and whoever serves me, he must follow me.” This kind of death is
incredibly hard when you think about it: Death to your preferences, death to
your ambitions, death to recognition, death to your time, and death to the
approval of others. Being a grain of wheat that falls to the ground and dies is
not easy. Nevertheless, it is the way to a fruitful life of making disciples.
What actually brings this kind of death in your life that produces this
fruitfulness? In short, the love of Christ. We see this great love for us fully
on display when Jesus dies on the cross for his people. “For the love of
Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for
all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live might
no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was
raised” (2 Corinthians 5:14–15). This verse gets at the heart of what drives our
motivation to make disciples.
Two phrases show us this motivation: 1) The love of Christ controls us.
2) He died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves.
In these two phrases, we see what compels us to push forward in making
disciples. We see that his death is the basis and motivation for us no longer
living for ourselves. We do the work of loving others because Christ loved us
and gave himself for us. We do the work of making disciples because Christ
made us his own. We do because of what he has done. This is our great
motivation in ministry and the way that we will have a sustained and fruitful
ministry of making disciples. This is what we need before anything else: To
be saturated in and compelled by the love of Christ. To dwell deeply on this
truth and to draw from the grace and love that is freely available in Christ
over and over again in our daily lives.
When it comes to making disciples, we probably don’t need more knowledge
and training (though those are good and necessary). The thing we need most
is death. And the way we get that death is to be compelled by the love of
Christ so that we no longer live for ourselves. Think of how different our
communities would look if we focused on one area in which we could die to
sin and self (love of money, wasting time, obsessing over social media, fear
of what others think, etc.). Think of the lives that would be affected in our
neighborhoods or at our places of work if we were intentional this week
to be more compelled by the love of Christ. Think of the fruit of our lives
being multiplied if we would die to self—more and more. Being a grain of
wheat that falls to the ground and dies is not easy. Nevertheless, it is the way
to a fruitful life of making disciples.
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Day 20
Waiting

Elizabeth Tachick, US-Based Global Partner
with Wycliffe Bible Translators

For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of
childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the
first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the
redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is
not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we
wait for it with patience.—Romans 8:22–25

In August 2011, my husband, Chris, and I were one year into French study
and two years into an international adoption process. I wrote the following
blog post at that time:
The imagery of God the Father sitting before the loom of history
artistically weaving together the threads of humanity has been an
immense help to me in times when I struggle with impatience. This
Master Craftsman has woven together such threads as humans ensnared,
aspirations failed, hopes deferred, civilizations tumbled, conquerors
conquered, masters mastered, mothers desolate, vulnerable abandoned,
conception chaste, barren filled, nations fathered, orphans adopted, broken
healed, Gentiles illumined, death defeated, CHRIST GLORIFIED!
It is God’s patient artistry that produces a historical tapestry with this
degree of grandeur.
My explanation of God’s timing tends toward rudimentary thoughts of
his purposes. I construct explanations such as “God knew life would be
easier for us right now without children,” or “He knew we could learn
French more rapidly without kids.” However, I become ashamed when
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I examine this sort of impoverished appreciation of God’s handiwork
in light of his elaborate craftsmanship in history. The splendor of his
patience in our adoption process must be more magnificent than simply
purposing our ease and comfort.
Therefore, despite my small-mindedness and finiteness, I seek to
ponder the global purposes of such a God in such a process as earthly
international adoption. And so, I am reminded that we are not the only
ones in this adoption story. God is also working in the lives of another
family who may be facing the grief of death, or wrestling with the effects
of a shameful conception, or living with the guilt of abandonment, or
coping with the desperation of severe poverty, or striving against the
injustice of violation, or despairing. He is working in the heart of a child
who may be crying out to be heard, or yearning to be touched, or learning
to fend for himself, or fearing the break of day, or feigning trust for adults,
or hungering for nourishment, or fighting for provisions, or straining for
comfort, or despairing. And surely God is, as always, working for the good
of his own to eternally free them, by the blood of his Son for the glory of
his Name, from their grieving, wrestling, striving, hungering, yearning,
fearing, and despairing.
For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of
childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the
first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the
redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is
not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we
wait for it with patience.—Romans 8:22–25
We later found out that our son was barely one month old when I wrote
that post. Now he is 10, and we have been with him for 9 ¹⁄₂ of those precious
years. But that was not the first of our waiting, nor the last. Waiting has
been a theme of our lives, and it is indeed an important theme in every
Christian’s life. I join with so many of my brothers and sisters in their
hoping and striving and yearning. Will we ever know [name that language]
fluently enough to have an impact? Will the visa ever arrive? Will translated
Scripture come to this people? Will a church be planted? Will my friend
know Christ? Will I get married? Will my loved one repent? Will we become
parents? Will my child sleep through the night? Will my children learn to
respect authority? Will there be fruit from my ministry efforts? Will healing
come? Will my prodigal return?

50

We are not the only ones in this tapestry, and we are not the Weaver
of history.
God does not simply wait, he acts:
From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear,
no eye has seen a God besides you,
who acts for those who wait for him.—Isaiah 64:4
The Lord is not slow, he is patient:
The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness,
but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish,
but that all should reach repentance.—2 Peter 3:9
In his patience, God yearns that all should reach repentance. And in our
waiting, he acts toward that end.
To celebrate 150 years of God’s faithfulness to Bethlehem is to celebrate 150
years of God’s beautiful, miraculous, creative, repentance-giving patience
toward us as his people.
Father, thank you for your purposeful patience toward Bethlehem over the past 150
years. Thank you for the tapestry that you have woven throughout these cities and
across the globe. Your ways are beyond comprehension. I pray that you would grant us
a Christ-centered imagination to contemplate that you are at work all the time even
while we wait. Our hearts yearn for you and we cry out, “Come Lord Jesus!”
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Day 21

Compassion

Joe & Mary B., Global Partners to the Middle East

He had compassion.—Luke 7:13

A decade ago, the country of Syria imploded due to civil war. This implosion
led to an expulsion of millions of Syrians, who left their homes for safety
in neighboring countries. Some of the images of those tragic, early days
of the civil war are burned into my mind and still move me to tears. In
one video, a young Syrian girl is seen standing outside of her collapsed
house, brought down by barrel bombs, wailing. She is crying out in agony
not for her brother, or sister, or mother trapped inside, but for her school
certificates. This girl, like millions of other Syrians, was likely soon to be on
the move with nothing to show for her hard work in school; she would be
forced to flee with millions of others to a different country, and a different
school—homeless, destitute, and utterly vulnerable. In this little girl’s mind,
the burial of her school certificates under the rubble of her house was the
funeral of her future.
For eight years, our family had the privilege to live among, get to know, and
serve refugees in the Middle East. We also had the privilege of ministering
alongside local Christian churches as they reached out with loving words and
deeds to the refugees who were pouring into their neighborhoods. It struck
me how readily Muslim refugees were coming to local churches for help. It
was even more striking, and refreshing, to see how warmly many of these
churches welcomed the refugees and did what they could to help their new
neighbors. This experience of serving alongside Middle Eastern Christians,
along with a fresh re-reading of the Scriptures, taught me something that is
so central to the gospel and the life of the church—namely, compassion.
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A close reading of the Gospel accounts opens to us a window into the inner
soul of our Savior. On numerous occasions, Jesus was moved to act with
loving words and deeds because he was overcome with compassion for
sufferers. His compassion was often unplanned, deeply personal, and always
active. Having learned of John the Baptist’s death and intending to give his
apostles, along with himself, a much-needed break in a “desolate place,” Jesus
was overcome with compassion as he arrived at their retreat center and saw
the crowds waiting for them on shore (Mark 6:30–44). What follows is a full
day, not of retreat and rest, but of preaching and teaching. The day ends with
a massive, time-consuming, yet miraculous feeding of some five thousand
men. On another occasion, when passing through the town of Nain, Jesus
happened upon a funeral procession for a young man. Luke records, “When
the Lord saw her [the widow whose son had died], he had compassion on her
and said to her, ‘Do not weep.’” He then proceeded to raise the man to life
(Luke 7:11–17).
Our living, reigning Savior, Jesus Christ, still has compassion on those
suffering today. Amazingly, we, his body, present in this sinful and hurting
world, are the means by which his divine compassion is made known (words)
and experienced (deeds) today. As the body of Christ, we are to be moved by
his compassion, a compassion which is responsive, personal, active, and—
thankfully—not ultimately of us, but of God. It is easy to block or rule out
this compassion through political, social, and even religious arguments. It
would have been easy for minority Christians in the Middle East to do so
when faced with new refugee neighbors. On the contrary, their example
of following Christ’s example poses a question for us in the United States:
When reading the story of the young girl losing her school certificates, are
you moved toward her with compassion? Does your mind begin to think of
the Syrian, Muslim, foreigner, or refugee down your street?
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Day 22

The Poor and the Needy

Kevin, Global Partner to North Africa

When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to
its edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. And you shall not
strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard.
You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the Lord your God.
—Leviticus 19:9–10

We are living in unprecedented times. Most of the Western world maintains
a lifestyle that surpasses the luxuries of the richest kings of past centuries.
Technological developments in agriculture have allowed a small percentage
of the population to be able to feed the majority of society, freeing most
people to pursue other vocations. Advancements have developed to allow
cities to obtain clean water in every house by turning on a faucet and to
pipe refuse out of our homes via sewage systems, keeping our cities sanitary.
Cars, trains, and airplanes allow people to travel around the world in mere
hours, and video technology enables us to instantly connect to loved ones on
opposite sides of the planet. Our ancestors would marvel at the luxuries we
enjoy as commonplace in the West.
The USA is not, however, the only country in the world. Through this
increase in technology, we are able to see the reality of life outside the
richest nations on earth. Droughts decimate local agriculture across millions
of acres. Ensuing famines, both from droughts and from pests, ravage the
food supply of entire countries. Wars on both national and international
levels are increasingly common. Entire people groups are displaced, fleeing
for their lives while their villages are burned. Diseases, although many are
quite treatable with the right medicine or sanitation, run rampant
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throughout communities, especially refugee camps. Families are torn
apart from sexual immorality and divorce. Much of the world lives under
conditions that we in the West can’t even imagine.
God has so ordained that through his providence he provides for the widow
and the childless. Israel was commanded to provide for the very same,
forsaking efficiency to care for the poor among them. We are commanded
to do likewise. But who is among us? Through global travel, the widespread
use of social media, and the development of electronic commerce and
banking, global boundaries are shrinking and our definition of “among us”
is rapidly expanding.
Are we willing to give up luxuries in our life to provide necessities others
lack? Are we willing to welcome the poor, lonely, destitute from other tribes,
tongues, and nations as the Lord welcomed us? Are we willing to part with
our friends, family, and money by sending them to do these things? Are we
ourselves willing to leave the comfort of our air-conditioned homes to brave
the sweltering heat and rocky ground, all that we might see the Lord make
rivers in the desert? The Lord has richly provided for us—are we willing to
use that blessing as a tool, or will it be burned up as dross on the last day?
Lord, help us to see the lost. Give us compassionate hearts; make us kind and tenderhearted toward others. Help us see the lonely in our cities. Help us see the hurting in
our country. Help us see the needy across the world. Stir our hearts and spur them
into motion. Give us opportunities to send: through our money, our time, and our
loved ones. Open doors for us to go to the multitude of nations. Help us show the sheep
without a shepherd who the Great Shepherd is.
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Day 23

God’s Handiwork:
Created to Do Good Works

Anonymous, Global Partner to Asia

[Our salvation by faith is] not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them.—Ephesians 2:9–10

At this point in our church life, Ephesians 2:9–10 ought to be a great
encouragement to us. As the apostle Paul describes it, the people of God are
those who are not saved by our own good thoughts and deeds, but by him
alone. Boasting is ludicrous—who boasts or takes sinful pride in that which
is wholly given to them? What church would likewise boast in the size or
scope of its ministry, that which has been entirely given by the Lord? As a
church with such a rich 150-year history, the Lord would have Bethlehem
prepare in advance for more blessing—the works “prepared in advance for us
to do.” In this verse, the reason we are called to not boast is the recognition
that we are God’s handiwork—we have “designed-by-the-Lord” branded on
our hearts as we carry out the purpose for which he created us: dispensing
God’s grace in Christ to those around us.
Similarly, Bethlehem’s 25 x ’25 vision is part of a history of doing the “prepared
works” of spreading Christ among the nations through church planting. As
we look back through our history, it is uncanny the way the Lord has used this
congregation to bless Minneapolis and beyond through the multiplication of
Christ-exalting churches in the world. My wife and I write to you from one such
church, planted in Asia. What an honor to help complete these “prepared-inadvance” works!
Of course, the works prepared for us not only refer to what we do outside
the church in spreading the gospel and planting churches, but also what we
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do inside Bethlehem in the way we love one another in Jesus’ Name. My
family and I have lived abroad for almost 15 years now, and so I say this as a
bit of a cultural “outsider” of both Bethlehem Baptist and the United States.
But it looks very much like one of the “good works” that God has prepared
for us as believers is loving one another more and more charitably amidst
all that’s going on in the U.S. these days. The tension in America and in the
church is at a fever-pitch, calling believers on all sides of current cultural
debates to ask, “What would God have from us toward other brothers and
sisters in Christ in the middle of all this?” What of these sorts of “good
works” has God planned for us as a church in this next year, Bethlehem?
Recently, my family and I watched a computer simulation of the Mars Rover
as it first launched in 2020, went into space, and then recently landed on the
surface of Mars. The process was amazing to us, as the farther the rocket
went into space, the more of its shell it would shed for the next leg of the
journey. This was all just as NASA engineers designed it. First, it sheds the
rocket boosters. Then it separates the main shaft of the rocket from the
head, and so on. The purpose of all this is to help the spacecraft power
through the different areas of space and be as aerodynamic as possible for its
eventual landing on Mars. After seven months of coasting in space pointed
in the right direction, the spacecraft entered the atmosphere of Mars, and
then it yielded to the gravitational pull of Mars and landed safely on the
surface.I love the name that NASA picked for this rover: “Perseverance.”
Perseverance is exactly what this little spacecraft needs to resist other forces
in the universe that might destroy it and keep it from doing what it was
“prepared” to do. Perseverance is what God offers us by his Spirit to seek
him, to spread the love of Christ, and to humbly “submit to one another
in the fear of Christ” (Ephesians 5:21). I have no idea at this point when
the Lord will allow us to return to the U.S., given travel restrictions and
such. But when we do, my main prayer is not necessarily that I will hear
of yet another church that’s been planted (though of course that would be
wonderful), but rather that we as a church have weathered this 150th year
with the grace of the Lord, drawing on him for strength to be charitable
toward one another as we walk in these works that he has called us to.
The mission of the Mars Perseverance Rover is long and arduous as is
ours as a church. We are 150-years-in-the-making, established to glorify
God by making much of him in Christ. This is not a journey in which we
are aimlessly drifting off into space, hoping to find some meaning in life
as a church. On the contrary, we have design, we have purpose, we have a
destination—and it’s all centered on the person of King Jesus as we love one
another and spread the gospel in his Name.
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Day 24

Church Planting: Pitching Tents
for the Joy of all Peoples

Mark & Gretchen Potma, Global Partners
to the Czech Republic

Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your habitations be stretched
out; do not hold back; lengthen your cords and strengthen your stakes.—Isaiah 54:2

The thought of pitching a tent can evoke a certain nostalgia about camping
trips in the past, or perhaps excitement and adventure while preparing
for an upcoming trip. Often it involves traveling to new places, getting
used to different surroundings, and honing skills that are not part of our
everyday lives. For many people in Bible times, and for some people groups
around the world today, the tent is a primary or secondary dwelling and a
necessary means of existence. Living out of a tent can also represent for
some a rootless, exhausting, and even homeless existence. Church planting
missionaries like us know firsthand what it means to be sojourners and exiles
in this world (1 Peter 2:11). Even though we do experience God’s lasting
presence in our hearts and in our church fellowship, we know that we are
still only pilgrims on this earth.
Perhaps we can give Jabal credit for inventing the tent; after all, he was the
father of those who live in tents and have livestock (Genesis 4:20). For the
patriarchs, the tent was not only a dwelling; it was also a place to meet with
God. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob each pitched their tents at the same places
where they erected altars to worship the Lord (Genesis 12, 26, and 33). Made
from the skin of sheep or goats, their well-worn tents foreshadowed a future
glorious hope: Abraham went to live in the land of promise, living in tents
with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For Abraham
“was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and
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builder is God” (Hebrews 11:9–10). We can all relate as we often groan in the
temporary, earthly “tents” of our bodies, longing for our permanent, eternal
home in heaven (2 Corinthians 5:1).
The place where the Lord met with his chosen people was in a tent:
“The cloud covered the tent of meeting and the glory of the Lord filled
the tabernacle” (Exodus 40:34). When the cloud or pillar of God’s presence
moved, the twelve tribes surrounding the tabernacle packed up their tents
and belongings, only to set up camp once again as they journeyed to the
Promised Land. Meanwhile, only the priests were allowed to enter this
mobile house of worship, and later the temple, on behalf of the people. But
our Great High Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Word who became flesh
and dwelt among us (John 1:14), or “pitched his tent among us,” has prepared
the way for us into God’s very presence: “through the greater and more
perfect tent ... he entered once for all into the holy places … thus securing an
eternal redemption” (Hebrews 9:11–12).
As we plant churches in the Czech Republic, and as church planters
around the world establish new local expressions of the body of Christ, we
are incarnationally “pitching our tent” among the people whom God has
called us to serve. This involves learning the language and culture, living
among them, sharing the good news of Christ with them, inviting them to
begin a relationship with God, and then gathering them together to grow
in faith. The spiritual “tent of witness” (Acts 7:44) may initially be the
church planter’s living room or a rented facility in the target area, and often
involves moving several times to accommodate for size, financial needs, or
other external conditions. God wants his church to have great expectations
despite any adverse circumstances. Sometimes this means enlarging the
existing “tent,” and at other times it involves pitching new “tents” in the
regions beyond (2 Corinthians 10:16).
Perhaps the most well-known proclamation in the Scriptures about tents
is the word of the Lord in Isaiah 54:1–4. The barren woman is promised
even more children than childbearing women: her offspring will spread to
the left and the right; they will possess the nations; and the desolate cities
will become populated. God is getting ready to do something that will
simply amaze us. As we fulfill Christ’s Great Commission call by winning
worshipers from all nations, God is saying to us, “Get ready!” How do we do
this? “Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your habitations
be stretched out; do not hold back; lengthen your cords and strengthen your
stakes” (Isaiah 54:2).
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God wants us to get ready for the ingathering of a vast multitude of
new brothers and sisters from all nations, tribes, peoples, and languages
(Revelation 7:9) into the family of God. Let’s enlarge the place of our tent
and stretch out the curtains! Let’s reach new regions, plant new churches,
make new disciples, and train new leaders—don’t hold back! With a bigger
tent comes longer cords. Praise God for the rope-holders in sending
churches like Bethlehem who intercede on behalf of new tent-pitching
initiatives around the world. Lengthening the cords and holding the ropes
through prayer and support is what allows this gospel advancement to
continue. And by pounding our tent pegs even further into the soil and
by strengthening our stakes, we are trusting in the rock-solid promises of
God and the foundational truths of Scripture as we see Isaiah’s chapter 54
prophecy being fulfilled before our very eyes. Are you ready?
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25
Day 25

Building Invisible Houses

Dane Hanson, Global Partner to Germany

As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen
and precious, you yourselves, like living stones are being built up as a spiritual
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ.—1 Peter 2:4–5

Several years ago a man asked me, “What do you do?” I started to explain
to him that we help people, sharing and living Christ through word and
deed, often in places where people are hurting and where Jesus is not so
well known. He reflected and then responded, “So you are building invisible
houses.” I had never heard that kind of response. Over the years, I’ve come
back to that conversation and realized the importance of what he said. As
believers we desire to engage, with every breath we have, with the unseen
world at the same time that we see and hear people in our created world.
First Peter 2:4–8 confirms this. “You yourselves, like living stones are being
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” Are we a pencil in the hand of God
to see ourselves and others being built into such a spiritual house? Oh, that
our weak mutterings and desire to obey the Lord would be a sweet fragrance
to him, the awaiting Bridegroom and Cornerstone of our eternal community.
Since the war in the land of Armenia started in early Autumn 2020, we have
indeed been mourning with those who mourn. I never witnessed before how
quickly mourning can draw literal strangers so close to one another. I asked
the mayor of a small Armenian border town, “What could we do?

61

Could we help displaced families?” He asked, “Could you firstly visit our
mourning soldier families?” We agreed, and it was a solemn but beautiful
task to represent you, the living Church, by visiting nearly 40 families who
lost a son or a father in just one community. One father was overcome with
grief when I told him I had two sons. He asked me if I would give him one
of my sons or if I could find him a son, because he lost his only son. He just
stared at me waiting for an answer. He didn’t appear bitter, he was just at an
absolute loss and looked to someone who might help him. There were no
words that I could give him. We remained silent awhile, and then I asked
him about memories he had of his son. He told me how they fished together,
and then he asked if I believed in life after this life. I said yes. I told him
that I believe in an eternal God who hears the cry of a mourning father or
mother asking for help. I believe in a God who cries with those who cry.
I believe in a God who wipes away the tears of he who opens his heart. We
held hands. We prayed. We said the Lord’s Prayer. He thanked us for not
forgetting them.
While visiting Armenian villages along the border to Karabakh, they would
take me to the old village church. These buildings were erected from
beautifully masoned building stones as early as the 4th and 5th century.
Many beautiful old crosses, some in the shape of a tree, were engraved in
some of the stones. The Armenians believe that the Tree of Life in the
Garden of Eden was in the form of a cross. So some of their engraved
crosses are also in the form of a tree. Every church building had a lone
massive cornerstone holding it together, often on the northeast corner.
Christ holds us, his Bride, together as living stones with open arms. May we
call out in pain, in joy, in worship, in uncertainty, in grief, and in communion
around Christ’s eternal power and mercy. Just before Jesus commanded
breath into Lazarus’s dead body in the grave, Jesus wept in love for his
lost friend. Let us not be weary of being living stones. Let us not tire of
doing good and speaking of hope in Christ, “that you may proclaim the
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy” (1 Peter 2:9–10).

62

26
Day 26

A Posture of Humility
for the Sake of the Nations

Paul Lindberg, US-Based Global Partner with Cru

Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes
the proud but gives grace to the humble.”—1 Peter 5:5

I’m a saved-by-grace, sinful missionary who fights with pride every day.
All I do is ultimately tainted with sin. And, remarkably, I’ve been said to
be humble. To be clear, I’m not humble. Yet I’ve been tasked to write a
devotional on humility for the sake of the nations. Now, if you haven’t
already skipped to the next devotional, I invite you to explore with me the
need to pursue a posture of humility for the sake of the nations—and to pray
for the “miracle of humility.”
Our first missions assignment to Sweden destroyed any perception I had
of being humble. In addition to language learning and adapting to a new
culture, God profoundly used two experiences to move me toward seeking a
posture of humility for the sake of the nations.
First, at the personal and heart level, God used a missionary colleague I was
supervising to cut to the core of my pride. He suggested Proverbs 17:28 as
a verse for my life: “Even a fool who keeps silent is considered wise; when
he closes his lips, he is deemed intelligent.” For someone who has a quiet
disposition, I had learned to let verbal processors process and then say
something. Not infrequently, my contribution was perceived as wise, or
even “humbly wise.” Oh the pride behind that thinking and the danger of
believing it. The proverb did not change my quiet disposition. However, it
did and still does cause me to pause before God and man to pursue a posture
of humility and fight pride.
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Second, several church leaders offered a perspective on American
missionaries. In summary, they said, “You American missionaries come to
our country and tell us that you want to serve and help us. We are grateful.
But then, you go on and tell us how you are going to serve us, often with
a detailed plan you came up with in America.” I’ve since heard these
sentiments throughout Europe and other continents. Our European (and
African) church and mission leaders invite missionaries to help. When I
prayerfully listen and learn (seeking a posture of humility), their Spiritguided insights tend to profoundly shape our relationships and resulting
missional efforts.
Consider three applications in seeking a posture of humility for the sake of
the nations. All are dependent on praying for a miracle of humility.
•
•
•

First Great Command: “You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind”
(Matthew 22:37).
Second Great Command: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:39).
Great Commission: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew
28:18–20).

As John Piper has exhorted us, “So, for the sake of God’s glory, and for the
sake of your own soul’s satisfaction, make war on every vestige of pride
in your life, and cry out to God every day for the miracle of humility.” A
posture of humility is a needed and worthy aim. God’s glory, our satisfaction,
and the nations are at stake. Humility practiced is a miracle. Pray every day
for the miracle of humility!
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27
Day 27
Flexibility

Natasha Brecheisen, US-Based
Global Partner serving Russia

The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps.
—Proverbs 16:9

Sometimes I wonder about Mary, the mother of Jesus, before she entered
the gospel narrative. Was she dreaming as a young girl about getting married
and starting a family like a lot of other girls do? I bet she never imagined
the wild—and at times confusing—story that ended up being hers. Yet her
attitude was this: “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me
according to your word” (Luke 1:38). She was willing to give up her agenda in
order to embrace the plan of God.
Jesus had a very strong conviction that, in the end, he needed to go to
Jerusalem and lay down his life there for the sin of the world. Yet during
the time of his ministry, he was very accommodating to the needs of people
around him. He accepted invitations on a short notice, he made plans on the
fly, and allowed people to derail them. Jesus seemed to be dancing in unison
with the Father. “The Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what
he sees the Father doing” (John 5:19). In the myriad of possible scenarios, he
was able to distinguish where to go and how to apply himself.
For me, the task of figuring out what I am supposed to do in my daily
choices, making plans, and dealing with ruined expectations is much more
difficult. The Scriptures seem to approve our God-fearing planning—“If the
Lord wills, we will live and do this or that” (James 4:15). I like planning, but
living in Russia humbles people who are accustomed to making plans and
expecting certain outcomes within a certain timeframe. Oftentimes, we
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would make a plan with people ahead of time, but something would come
up and it all fell apart. After being frustrated many times, we learned to
combat this adversity by extending alternative invitations to other people at
the last minute. It worked great! Maybe in God’s wisdom, he didn’t let our
plans succeed—the alternative was his plan. Sometimes I would find myself
praying, Lord, I have carefully lined up all these things for today, I am expecting
people to act a certain way, but it all seems to have gone out the window. My plans are
not working. What are your plans? Speak, for your servant is listening.
I think Russian bureaucracy is one of the “best” in the world. I have had the
privilege of being trained in patience and perseverance in the long, narrow,
and stuffy corridors of many government and business offices. Forget about
your own idea of time allocated to your bureaucratic project. There was a lot
of seemingly wasted time. Is this your plan for me today, Lord? I looked for ways
to redeem it. One time it dawned on me: Every time I am stuck waiting, it
is a call of God to prayer and spending time with him right there standing
in the narrow hallway. I can pray about my many burdens and people
surrounding me right now. Is anyone praying for the grumpy elderly lady who
wants to budge in line? I can ask God to put in motion the sequence of events
in her life that will eventually reveal the glory of Christ to her. Maybe “for
such a time as this” I am stuck here. Maybe it is your plan, Lord, in the end.
My husband has always liked hockey. Our boys didn’t have a choice but to
fall in love with this sport as well. At first, hockey was something we did
as a family for our boys’ physical development. It required a large time
commitment, and there was sometimes tension balancing other things in
life. One time when I was frustrated about how much time we needed to
spend on a trip for a tournament in a different city, I asked God: Is our kids’
hockey just our thing or do You also have an agenda here? God answered very
clearly on that trip through numerous opportunities to get to know and
have spiritual conversations with other families. In the eight years of our
involvement in our children’s hockey in Russia, we took advantage of many
opportunities to witness to people with whom we otherwise would never
have crossed paths. It wasn’t our ministry plan, but God had a purpose and
I am glad he got it across to us!
May you commit your work to the Lord, and may your plans be established.
But if for some reason your plans are falling apart, it is good to humbly
respond, Not my will, but yours be done. “For as the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts,” says the Lord (Isaiah 55:9).
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28
Day 28
Initiate

Dorothy Nelson, Former Global Partner to Ecuador

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.—John 1:14

Our God always takes the initiative. By him, light streamed through the
darkness. He initiated life of every kind: the rolling thunder, each wave that
touches the shore, even laughter!
He initiated creating human beings. Was that risky? Oh yes! We were
created to be “the crown of creation.” As sin permeated the earth, it appears
as though God had some second thoughts. Still, “He makes all things new”
and began to re-initiate by sustaining family, plant life, and animals through
all that he protected in the ark.
Initiating begins with an idea, the assurance of going ahead, then continuing
and finishing. “He who began a good work will bring it to completion”
(Philippians 1:6). The Holy Spirit initiates the spark of faith then grows it.
He inspired the hands that wrote holy words for us to live by. Jesus became
flesh and lived among us ( John 1:14).
Jesus is real, present, and constantly forgiving and enriching in how he
initiates. We go forth not alone. Take the initiative to bathe in his word each
morning. Walk in his light during the day and rest in his embrace all through
the night as you are refueled to love God and others.
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As the gospel song says: “I got the want to. I got the need to. I need to
follow through.” Initiating is a choice. Some of us initiate easier than others.
This does not mean being impulsive. Jesus found a quiet place to listen and
talk with his Father. Prayer was his food. He lived on it. Do we?
One of my favorite verses is this: “In him we live and move and have our
being” (Acts 17:28). Jesus initiated seeking those who needed healing—
a listening ear and ultimately love and forgiveness. He took up his own
cross and dragged it to his death.
Forgiving is hard. The decision to do it and taking the first step is beyond my
own strength. Jesus shows me how. I look to his unfathomable words on the
cross: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34).
No love is deeper than his. Forgiveness is free and healing like his blood that
flowed down to heal our battered hearts.
Jesus “makes me lie down in green pastures” (Psalm 23:2) for my own
good. I remember lyrics from the old hymn: “In the rustling grass I hear
him pass, he speaks to me everywhere”—which brought me into a fresh
place in Psalm 23. Recently, I enjoyed a moment that woke up my five
senses. I was lying in sweet-smelling blades of grass. Right there within
touching range was my Savior. His profile was indescribable. I was thrilled
and yet calm in that place with him.
He is real, present, and constantly creative in the way his forgiving heart
initiates love, wisdom, and help. Let’s initiate with him. What can a man say
when he has witnessed the holiness of God? Well, Isaiah was dumbfounded
and repentant, yet when he heard the voice of the Lord say, “Whom shall I
send, and who will go for us?” Isaiah said, “Here I am! Send me” (Isaiah 6:8).
Let’s initiate with Jesus and his Spirit ever in us and with us. “Only one life,
’twill soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last” (C.T. Studd).
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29
Day 29
Teams

Burt Koppendrayer, Barnabas Team Leader,
Downtown Campus GO Team Member,
former Global Partner to Senegal

And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two.—Mark 6:7

I want to consider two questions regarding teams. First, why do global
partners work in teams? Second, why is it, at least at times, so hard for global
partners to work on teams?
Why do global partners work on teams? Wouldn’t it be easier, or even
more spiritual, to go where God leads without worrying about finding others
with whom to work? I can think of at least three answers.
First, teams are the normal pattern we see in the Bible:
•
•
•

“And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two”
(Mark 6:7).
“Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul” (Acts 13:2).
When Paul and Barnabas later go separate ways, they each take
someone with them rather than going alone. “Barnabas took Mark
with him and sailed away to Cyprus, but Paul chose Silas and
departed” (Acts 15:39–40).

Second, it is for the protection of the global partner’s soul. We are not
meant to fight for our faith alone.
•
•

“Two are better than one because they have a good return for their
toil, for if they fall, one will lift up his fellow” (Ecclesiastes 4:9–10).
“But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called ‘today,’
that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin”
(Hebrews 3:13).
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Thirdly, we can more effectively display Christ to the world by living in
harmony with our brothers. (See Psalm 133:1, John 17:22–23, John 13:35.)
Why is it, at least at times, so hard for global partners to work on
teams? Hopefully, global partners are not in it for the money or the fame.
They do what they do because they have a passion to spread a passion for
the supremacy of God in all things. They are passionate about what they
do, and passionate people do not give in easily to the desires of another.
If the entire team was able to clearly hear the will of God, they would all
be passionate about the same thing. But Genesis 3 happened. Sin entered
the world. God no longer walks and talks with us face to face. He talks
with us through his word and his Spirit. But we see our messages from
God as in a cloudy mirror (1 Corinthians 13:12–13). Each member of the
team gets their own cloudy-mirror message and none of them gets it
exactly right. Yet each is passionate about it. That leads to tensions as
each passionately thinks that God wants him/her to do something a little
differently than the other teammates.
Therefore, how can you pray for our global partners? Use Scripture!
•
•
•
•
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Pray that they continue to listen to reproof from their teammates
(Proverbs 15:31–32).
Pray that they are quick to listen and slow to speak and slow to
anger (James 1:19).
Pray that they would be humble enough to recognize that they
are seeing through a cloudy mirror and that the world love their
teammates (1 Corinthians 13:12–13).
Pray that they would continue to be passionate about spreading
a passion for the supremacy of God in all things for all peoples
through Jesus Christ.

30
Day 30

People of Peace

Anonymous, Global Partner to Central Asia

Whatever house you enter, first say, “Peace be to this house!” And if a son of peace is
there, your peace will rest upon him. But if not, it will return to you.—Luke 10:5–6

“Peace!” When my teammate and I first visited a new town more than 15 years
ago, we prayed this passage for our trip. We were going on a scouting trip to
see if God would have our families move to a remote town in Central Asia with
no gospel workers. We didn’t have any clear contacts in the town, so we just
hopped into a taxi for an hour ride, got off in the middle of the bazaar, ate some
breakfast, and asked the Lord to introduce us to someone—anyone who might
show us if this was the place for our families to serve him. He did. One kind
man took interest in us, understood enough of our different dialect, and invited
us to walk up on a hill and watch a local sporting event. For my teammate and
me, this was a sign of God’s leading to move our families to this place.
The Luke 10 passage from Jesus’ commissioning of 72 disciples to preach the
gospel throughout the villages of ancient Israel is the basis for an idea that
many global partners talk about these days called “seeking a person of peace.”
In the immediate context, Jesus’ disciples are simply received in a village by a
hospitable family, which enables them to minister in his Name to the rest of
the village. Looking over the whole of the New Testament, and particularly
Acts, it seems that this process is repeated over and over again as the gospel
spreads across the world. God doesn’t just send his ambassadors to announce
the Good News about Jesus. He also prepares key people to serve as bridges
for those ambassadors and their message to new communities.
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It shouldn’t surprise us that God operates this way. He loves to get all the
glory for his work of salvation. And one of the ways he does that is by
showing sent ones that they need him to work in the lives of others for them
to be effective. Without a person of peace, the peace just returns to the
messenger. With one, the peace spreads to the whole community.
My favorite person of peace in the Bible is Cornelius, in Acts 10–11. The
story has God’s handiwork written all over it. God stirs in Cornelius to pray
for insight. God moves in the apostle Peter to be willing to go into a Gentile
home. God prompts Cornelius to not just receive Peter, but to gather his
whole household to receive him. Cornelius becomes a conduit for the Good
News spreading to a whole community of people.
But I also love to think about “the bridge” people of peace in the Bible, who
may or may not have believed themselves. This has become important to me
because after more than 15 years working in a place most people consider
hostile to the gospel, it’s often been the “people of peace” who receive us and
give us a “home” to work from who have made the most difference in enabling
us to stay in our city. Think of people like Titius Justus in Corinth (Acts 18:7),
who gives the apostle Paul a room to preach from, or Gallio (Acts 18:14–17) and
a town clerk (Acts 19:35), both of whom defended Paul before hostile crowds.
These people have been to me like one of my students. He studied English
with me and then told all his relatives that I was the best English teacher
around. He introduced me to a local leader and arranged for me to give
him private lessons. He’s made my local business possible through his eager
advertising and also helped smooth out my relationship with the government.
When we’ve faced political or religious opposition, these relationships have
acted as a shield to protect us from others’ attacks and allow us to keep
working among those who do find the message of Jesus sweet and beautiful.
As you think, then, of our global partners across the world, pray for God
to lead them to people of peace who will receive the blessing of peace and
give space to our global partners to serve in Jesus’ Name. Pray for all kinds
of people of peace. Pray for those like the town clerk who simply defended
Paul’s work. Pray for those like Publius who invited him into his home after
a shipwreck (Acts 28:7). Pray for those like Lydia, who gave him a place
of operation in Philippi. And pray for those like Cornelius, who not only
welcomed Peter into his home, but also invited all his family (possibly 70 or
more people) to come listen to Peter’s message. When Peter left Cornelius’s
house, you can be sure there was a budding church ready to explode in
gospel power and witness. Pray for that as well.
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In our own case, the friendly man we met all those years ago never became
a believer. And though we ran into him occasionally, he never played a
significant role in our life or ministry. But he was a sign of grace, or should
we say peace, at a time when we needed God’s leading. And many others like
him, including those who have become believers, have proved a crucial role
in enabling us to serve in the area for so long. We trust God to continue to
raise up peaceful people who not only enable us to be there, but who bring
the gospel to hundreds in our community.
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31
Day 31
Creator God

Hannah, Mid-Termer to Central Asia

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without
form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God
was hovering over the face of the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and
there was light. And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light
from the darkness.—Genesis 1:1–4

In my abiding time, I have enjoyed reading through Genesis. The Lord has
been revealing to me things I have never noticed before, and I am reminded
afresh of what it means that God’s word is living and active (Hebrews 4:12).
As I reflect on the Creation passage, I’m left in awe of the divine God.
The Spirit of God is fundamentally “other” and is not a part of creation. He
is our Creator, which means that we have a dependence on him. Everything
is his. Oscar Romero writes it this way in his book The Scandal of Redemption:
“God has created in this world a kingdom rich like no other because all the
marvels of the earth are His.” In return, we cannot decide what we do or do
not do with him; we owe him everything.
In light of this, it is helpful for me to read the Creation account with these
principles in mind:
•
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We can’t find meaning apart from God. The Bible and all of history is all about him. If our primary goal of reading Scripture is not
to learn about God, then we won’t really understand Scripture. At
no point is it all about us.

•
•
•
•

We can form and make, but only God creates.
God had a purpose in creation. Each thing was given a
specific purpose.
Though I used to think primarily on the timeline of Creation
and how long each event took place, Genesis emphasizes God’s
role in creation and how we can glorify him.
Only in the Bible is the world made of nothing.

In verse 2, God brings order out of chaos. He brings about what is true. He
gives purpose and structure to all things. Then, after each day is brought to a
close and structure is established, the Lord says that it is good. We desire to
be told that we are good. We are designed for this.
We’re all given an inherent trait: an emptiness that must be filled with the
knowledge that we are seen, loved, and completely known. God has given
us this trait in order to draw us to fully know him and to be all about him,
whom the story is all about. So many are unaware of this and desperately
try to fill this void either inside themselves or within other, wicked human
beings. But we know that there is hope! In the death and resurrection
of Christ, our hope is restored, and our hearts may draw near again to
understand the fullness of life—he who is the meaning of it all. We can never
fully grasp or imagine the fullness of who he is now, but we are welcomed
into the narrative of the Creator God.
Lord, I seek to know You more. May I walk in the fullness of life in the midst of
a broken and dark world. May I know that there is nothing redeemable about me,
but it is You who are good. For Your glory, I have been created and made new. It is
for You and by You that I live.
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32
Day 32

The King of the Kingdom of God

Eric Evans, Global Partner to Central Asia

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.—Psalm 46:7

It’s easy to look at so much that has unfolded over the course of this last
pandemic year and suddenly feel extremely tired. Or unsettled. Or angry.
Or fearful. Or all the above. What do we need in times like ours? What
does our world need in times like ours? What could possibly serve as rest
for our weary souls, a firm foundation upon which to place our shaky feet, a
soothing balm to calm our rage, and a fortress in which we can hide when we
feel afraid? If we don’t have something that comprehensive to offer to this
world, we might as well stay home and keep our mouths shut. As it happens,
I think we actually do have just the thing that this world is longing for.

Before the Persians conquered Babylon, before Alexander the Great blitzed
across the known world and subjugated the Persians in the East in 330 BC,
and before General Pompey defeated the Greeks in 64 BC and then took
Jerusalem a year later, bringing Israel under Roman rule, a God-fearing Israelite
named Daniel recorded a vision in which he saw “one like a son of man” who
“came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him.” This one came
“with the clouds of heaven,” and when he stood before God, “to him was given
dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not
pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed” (Daniel 7:13–14).
Not only did Daniel prophesy a fifth and final kingdom (see Daniel 2);
he also prophesied a fifth and final king—one he called a “son of man.”
If Daniel was right, then who was this “son of man,” the King of the
kingdom of God?
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Centuries after Daniel, an unknown rabbi from a backwater town in Galilee
began preaching a message whose main thrust was this: “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:17). And what was the most
common self-appellation used by this rabbi? Nothing other than “the Son
of man.” In other words, the King of the kingdom of God had arrived, and
he was inaugurating his rule. In fact, this self-appellation was one of the
reasons the religious leaders of the day killed this rabbi.
On the night he was arrested, Jesus was brought before the high priest, and
Caiaphas said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the
Christ, the Son of God.” Out of all the ways Jesus could have responded,
this is what he said: “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you
will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on
the clouds of heaven.” Caiaphas’s reaction? “Then the high priest tore his
robes and said, ‘He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we
need? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is your judgment?’” Those
gathered said, “He deserves death.” (See Matthew 26:63–65.)
In other words, Caiaphas knew his Bible. He got the reference. In the
clearest terms possible, Jesus was claiming to be the King of God’s kingdom,
the one who would be served forever in a kingdom without end. And they
killed him for it.
Fast forward several decades and row out to an island called Patmos where
a now elderly disciple of Jesus, John the Beloved, had been banished for
his audacity to continue to preach that the Son of God had risen from the
dead. One Sunday morning, John received a revelation of terrifying import.
What did he see? He saw “one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe
and with a golden sash around his chest. The hairs of his head were white
like wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, his feet were like
burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of
many waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a
sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength”
(Revelation 1:13–16). John saw the King of the kingdom of God.
And he responded in the only proper way. He “fell at his feet as though
dead.” But the Son of Man didn’t let him stay dead. John tells us, “He laid his
right hand on me, saying, ‘Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living
one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death
and Hades.’” (See Revelation 1:17–18.) The King of the kingdom of God had
triumphed, and life was his to give.
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It is the revelation of this risen, exalted Christ that I, you, and the lost and
dying nations need so desperately. The image of Jesus high and lifted up,
blazing with glory, his eyes aflame, his clothes and hair the purest white,
his feet of bronze, his voice louder than a hurricane—the picture of the
exalted Son of Man, who though he was in the very form of God did not
count equality with God as something to be grasped, who for a time took
on the form of a servant, who made himself nothing, who was obedient to
his Father even to the point of death, even the most shameful death on a
Roman cross, who then really died but who then physically rose again, whose
Father “highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:9–11). It’s the stunning
revelation of this one called Jesus whom we have to offer to the tired,
unsettled, angry, and fearful souls of this world. Even now as I contemplate
the vision anew, while the waves continue to surge and the nations around
me continue to rage, suddenly their clamor is drowned out by the sound of
the One whose voice is like the “roar of many waters,” and my heart rate
slows, my clenched fists relax, my confidence grows, and a peace settles
within like I’ve always longed to know. Oh, that the world might know him!
When John penned the last book of the New Testament, the decadent
emperor Domitian was forcing people to address him as “lord and god” and
was persecuting Christians if they didn’t participate in the imperial cult.
John’s revelation of the exalted Son of Man was given for them. And it was
given for us. And it was given that we might hold it out to the world.
The King of Daniel’s promised final kingdom rules and reigns right now at
his Father’s right hand, and he’s awaiting the moment at which his Father
will give him the word to finally go get his Bride and bring her home. Yes,
governments might crumble before our very eyes as we wait. That’s simply
what human governments do. The rule of the King whose kingdom will know
no end has already begun, and one day he’ll part the skies and make that rule
known to everyone. It’s in that government and in that King that our hope
rests. So we wait. And we wait with a rock-solid hope. And it’s that very hope
that we declare to the nations that they might take heart themselves and find
true peace. Nothing less than this glorious vision of the exalted Christ will
do. May we be faithful to declare the Name of the King of the kingdom of
God at all costs. For the sake of our own souls and for the sake of the nations.
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Day 33
Wait

Jess, Global Partner to South Asia

For God alone my soul waits in silence; from him comes my salvation.
—Psalm 62:1

I grew up reading about the Israelites and shaking my head like a know-it-all
at their golden calf and intolerable whining. If only they followed God, what
a quick trip it could have been. I thought that was the point. What a waste of
time, I would muse—as if obeying God guarantees an accelerated and happy
life. Certainly not a forty-years-in-the-baking-sun kind of life. I was almost
annoyed rereading their story. It all seemed obvious to me. I committed my
life to God and waited for him to bring me to the Promised Land, minus the
delay. I wanted to be a worker for him, so didn’t that guarantee extra help?
I imagined angels whisking me along “God’s Will for My Life” on a straight,
smooth zipline, with few bumps along the way. Getting to the Promised
Land would not take me forty years of mistake-making. Or so I thought.
Instead of an efficient trip, our family’s story as global partners has been
mostly one of waiting. Micah and I were married, both feeling called to
do evangelical work overseas since childhood, yet it wasn’t until after a
few internships, odd jobs, seminary, and a handful of babies, that the Lord
opened the door for us to fly the coop. Just shy of ten years and we were off
to South Asia with four kids and hearts brimming with expectation. We had
a wonderful and terrifically terrible first year, like everyone else. All in all,
the Lord felt closer than our very breath, but at a cost. The grief was and is
real. However, a surprise pregnancy brought us back to the U.S. to give birth.
A pandemic spread far and wide, and we have been stuck stateside for more
than a year. We have moved six times with our five kids, testing the strength
of our sagging minivan.
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On bad days, this feels like a poorly planned life. Our bundle of seven is not
neat or fast at anything. We are not where we want to be. We wait. We feel
misplaced and pulled out of the middle of the hardest term for most global
partners on the field. We try to learn language online, to rework our visas,
all the while praying for the ability to return. And a small whisper in our ears
says that we are the lamest global partners on the planet.
I think my youthful interpretation of the Israelites’ story was skewed. In
the past, I scoffed at their pains and blunders, thinking I would learn from
them and take a shortcut. Now I think we all wander in the desert for longer
than we had hoped, perhaps until our dying breath. We wait and groan.
We grumble and make lesser gods that almost kill us along the way. We are
tested as gold by fire. But a merciful Shepherd, better than Moses, leads us.
In the last year (or ten years, for that matter), I haven’t only been waiting.
In fact, the more I think about it, my hands are quite full. Full of things I
own and enjoy. Yes, we waited for financial support, for a spot in the world to
open, and for a team to accept us. We waited for new vocabulary to cement
in our brains and for food sickness to pass. However, we have never been left
waiting for our sins to be blotted out. We have never lacked a place to put
our shame and guilt. We’ve forever inherited a strong tower and high rock to
run to. As misplaced as we have felt, we have never lost our nobility in being
an heir of Christ and child of God. We’ve not had to wait for tongues of fire
to float above our heads, but the Holy Spirit has been our constant comfort
and companion. We don’t have to wait to know how the story ends, or if
we’re on the winning side. God is victorious and Revelation gives us a sneak
peak into where we’ll be standing one bright day.
So we find ourselves ankle deep in desert sand. We lose our step at times. We
reject the manna and rage at rocks. We feel funky in the waiting and beg for
something else. In such desperation, our gaze is lifted. Praise God for the
pains of such waiting and wandering—even forty-years worth—if it lifts our
gaze to such a Salvation, the one thing we don’t have to wait for.
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Day 34

Following Jesus

Tim Moline, Global Partner to Cameroon and Spain

As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the
tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.
—Matthew 9:9

The Greek word translated follow is akoloutheo. It literally means “joining
a road.” When we follow Jesus, we get on the narrow road or path and go
where he goes. Akoloutheo is also defined as “to accompany as a disciple.” We
not only go where our leader goes, but we learn from him and imitate him
and participate in what he is doing.
The image of joining Jesus on the road or path is a rich image. The road
speaks about travel—distance, borders, time, accommodations, fatigue,
displacement, movement, purpose, new experiences, unfamiliar customs,
relationships, waiting, and much more. These concepts and experiences are
familiar to a global partner. Of course, traveling with Jesus transforms everything
and makes each step about learning from and imitating Jesus and participating
in what he is doing. Along the way, we learn and grow, and we often look like
Jesus’ disciples in the Bible, in both their strengths and weaknesses.
What else can following Jesus entail?
•

Abiding with him, serving him, and receiving honor from God
the Father. “If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I
am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father
will honor him” (John 12:26). Oh how I long for the day when he
appears and I receive the honor of hearing, “Well done, good and
faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you
over much. Enter into the joy of your master” (Matthew 25:23).
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•

•
•

Denying self/self-will and taking up devotion to the will of God.
“Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If anyone would come after me, let
him
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me’” (Mattthew 16:24).
Suffering. “For to this you have been called, because Christ also
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow
in his steps” (1 Peter 2:21).
Listening to Jesus and following him alone. “My sheep hear my
voice, and I know them, and they follow me” (John 10:27). Not
comparing ourselves with others. “Jesus said to him, ‘If it is my will
that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!’”
(John 21:22).

How do we follow Jesus now that he is physically absent?
We do it by going. We go to the people groups that God has brought near to
us in our neighborhoods, and we go to those scattered around the globe. We
go in obedience to Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit:
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of
the age.”—Matthew 28:18–20
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
end of the earth.”—Acts 1:8
For me, following Jesus has varied from easy, sweet, and wonderful, to difficult
and painful; and yet he has been with me at every step. Of all the characteristics
of following Jesus listed above, hearing Jesus’ voice and not comparing myself
with others have been the most difficult. Yet no matter the difficulty, Jesus has
always been with me, faithful to his promise. Even if I have difficulty hearing
his voice because I am comparing myself with others or am distracted by the
chaos around me, he is a gentle teacher, and his burden is light.
A few questions to consider …
•
•
•
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Where were you when Jesus called you to join him and become
his disciple?
What steps along the road ignite your heart in praise, devotion,
and enjoyment of Jesus?
What is the next step Jesus is asking you to take on his path?

35
Day 35

The Golden Thread in Five Psalms
Rachel J., Global Partner to East Africa

“Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and perform your vows to the Most
High, and call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall
glorify me.”—Psalm 50:14–15

Sometimes the Lord speaks to us through a word or a single verse, maybe
a full chapter. Lately, I have been blessed by drinking deeply from larger
portions of Scripture and looking for a “golden thread” throughout. I circle
back and forth, reading chronologically and also reading backward and in a
circular, roundabout way. In Psalm 46–50, I see that the greatness of God
over all the earth, the call to worship, and God’s desire for all nations to be
drawn to God through our worship are a stunning golden thread.
These psalms begin with proclaiming that the Lord is our refuge and
our strength, a help always near in times of trouble. God is personal and
intimate. God is powerful and mighty, both for destruction and for peace.
God imposes devastation and brings wars to an end. God is not constrained
by borders or ethnicity. Come all and see the works of the Lord. Know that
this God will be exalted among the nations! (See Psalm 46.)
God is the great king over all the earth, sing praises! Sing praises! God sits
on the throne, the kingdom of God has come and God reigns. The leaders
of all the nations are gathered with the people of the God of Abraham, and
God is exalted over all. (See Psalm 47.)
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The Lord is so great and the city of God’s dwelling so beautiful that when
other kings saw it they trembled, panicked, and ran away. Come and see
even these works that make earthly leaders afraid. The news about God’s
greatness isn’t just for the Israelites, isn’t just for all nations, but it also tells
future generations about this God. (See Psalm 48.)
Now that the nations see this God, we have a psalm of testimony to help
them know God. Listen, everyone—all citizens of the world, people of every
kind—rich and poor. This psalm testifies of the passing nature of wealth,
power, possessions, position, wisdom. Nothing will last forever. But God will
save from the grave. (See Psalm 49.)
God calls from the rising of the sun to the place where it sets. God is coming
and calls for the people of God to be brought. God does not need their
sacrifices, burnt offerings, or food, but he calls for a sacrifice of thanksgiving,
for the people to “call upon me in the day of trouble.” This glorifies God.
(See Psalm 50.)
These psalms extol God as beautiful, powerful, worthy, Lord over all, eternal,
not impressed by human wealth or power. God needs nothing but is worthy
of worship and allegiance as demonstrated not by rote sacrifices but by
thanksgiving and a life of practical righteousness, highlighted in Psalm 50.
As the psalmists delight in God, in circling back to Psalm 46 and the call to
come and see, they invite others to see, know, and participate in this worship.
Let us speak with joy and thanksgiving and exultant praise that God reigns!
All nations can come and experience the salvation of this worship-worthy
God. May our lips be quick to praise so that all the nations might join us, from
the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, in worshiping our great God.
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Day 36

Praying Prayers of Adoration

David Livingston, Pastor for Global Outreach
Member Care

I will go to the altar of God, to God my exceeding joy, and I will praise you with
the lyre, O God, my God.—Psalm 43:4

You will appreciate what follows as a supremely important lesson for your
prayer life. It is the cultivation of your love language to God—the words
you can and must stockpile in your mind, petitioning the Holy Spirit to
inflame them and hide them in your heart so that you can honestly and
happily tell our beautiful God and Savior that he is your highest “treasure”
(Colossians 2:3) and your “exceeding joy” (Psalm 43:4).
Let’s remind ourselves that God has planned our time alone with him, our
“devotions,” to combine what is a daily discipline or duty with being and
becoming our ever-growing and maturing sweetest daily delight. And that
further, at the outset of coming into his presence with our offerings of
prayer, we train ourselves to express the fruit of that delight by preparing
and opening our lips to him, not first in confessing our sins or asking for
things, but in adoration, with a sacrifice of praise to him for the glorious
Person who he is in himself!
I don’t doubt that these “prayers of adoration” will be real work for you, as
they are for me; but let’s ask God directly for help to bring them about along
with what the apostle Paul called “every resolve for good and every work of
faith by his power, so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in
you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus
Christ” (2 Thessalonians 1:11–12).
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The rest of what I have to recommend here answers the questions of what
and where. What is there in God’s glory that is adorable? Where can the
words be found for expressing those “glorious adorables”?
What in God’s glory is to be adored?
Well of course, everything is, but we have to start somewhere, so you might
as well start with what you find most satisfying to your soul about him.
What is most lovely, pleasurable, delightful? Remember that the motto of
Christian hedonism links God’s glory with your satisfaction: “God is most
glorified in us when we are most satisfied in him.”
Perhaps it’s God’s power, beauty, generosity, tenderness, friendship, patience,
happiness, justice, truth, steadfast love—the list of his perfections goes on
and on—ready for an eternity of exploration and delight!
Where is the language of adoration to be found?
Inductively, it’s everywhere in the Bible. As you do your “survey reading”
of the sacred Book, be on the lookout for the heart words. The Psalms are
a goldmine. Here’s a taste of “joy” honey: Psalm 16:5, 11; 32:11; 37:4; 42:1–2;
43:3–4; 143:6.
Deductively, use the second-most-useful book in a devotional library: a
good concordance—a list of words and where they are found in the Bible,
which is great for doing word-studies. Fifty-five years ago, my sister gave
me a concordance for my 20th birthday. The book was massive, with a tiny
font and 1,090 pages in it. I use the internet now, but am still “old-school”
enough to page through this treasured and well-marked volume. I use Roget’s
Thesaurus to widen my search for the families of words I need.
Devotionally, use a good hymnal. Often that means an older one that hasn’t
de-theologized the great hymns of the faith. Not to imply there aren’t
wonderful new gospel songs to comb through for the same purpose. But
the best texts were poems before being set to music, laced with Scripture
illusions and reflection; so read them slowly and carefully before—or instead
of—singing them. A sampling:
“Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts”
“Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”
“Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above”
“Our Great Saviour” (i.e., “Hallelujah, What a Savior”)
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Here is a verse from another dear hymn, “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” (vs. 2):
In Thine arms I rest me
Foes who would molest me
Cannot reach me here;
Though the earth be shaking
Every heart be quaking
Jesus calms my fear;
Sin and hell in conflict fell
With their storms assail me
Jesus will not fail me.
Brothers and sisters, O come, let us adore Him!
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Day 37
Home

Dustin, Global Partner to the Middle East

Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or
sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel,
who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and
sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to
come eternal life.”—Mark 10:29–30

We were never supposed to leave home. God prepared everything and made our
home a place of worship, joy, and abundance that was free from fear, shame, and
want. It was a place we could walk with God in the midst of incredible beauty.
A place we could work and keep in harmony with others who also were made in
his image. Instead of remaining in this home, our parents, Adam & Eve, rejected
it. They decided they wanted to be in charge of their own home. God expelled
them from their true home and, ever since, humanity has been going from
home to home seeking the permanent stability each one of us longs for.
Moving here and there has become a normal part of the human experience.
The Bible is full of people leaving home and moving from place to place. Noah
left his home because of the flood. Abraham left his home to follow God and
his promises. Jacob left home to find a wife. Then he left it again because
of the famine. Joseph left home, not willingly, but because he was sold into
slavery. Moses left his home in fear, and he then left his next home to go back
as God’s prophet to lead all of Israel out of their homes of bondage. For
40 years, the people of God wandered the wilderness with no place to call home.
Israel finally found a home in Palestine, but it was temporary. David had to
leave home to serve the king. Then he had to leave home to flee from the
king, who was also his father-in-law. Later, even as king, David had to leave
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home when his own son was trying to kill him. After years of disobedience,
nearly all of Israel had to leave home to go into captivity, followed by most of
Judah. The exiles left their temporary homes in the east to return to the land.
Sometimes people leave home willingly; other times they are forced to leave.
Throughout history, this has been true. All of humanity is like a nomad seeking
rest and refuge, looking for the place where we can prosper and be content. We
long for a lasting home. Today, our world is more mobile than ever. People leave
home to pursue higher education or better jobs. Others are forced from their
homes because of famine or war. The United Nations estimates that there are
currently 80 million people who have been forcibly removed from their homes.
Even Jesus left his home. First, he left his heavenly home to be born of
a virgin in our world. He made a new home among us, but he was forced
to leave his earthly homes multiple times. His mother left her home in
Nazareth in order to be counted in Bethlehem, only to leave that home with
Joseph and the boy Jesus to avoid Herod’s sword. They became refugees and
made a temporary home in Egypt, which they left after Herod died. Then
Jesus left his home and entered into ministry. It was at this time that the Son
of Man had no home, no place to lay his head (Matthew 8:20).
After dying on the cross, Jesus’ body found a new home in a freshly hewn tomb.
But because of his indestructible life as the perfect Lamb of God, this home
was unable to hold him. God raised him from the dead and Jesus returned to
his first home with his Father, where he prepares a home for us. The home
he now prepares will be an everlasting home. It is a home that cannot be
destroyed. A home where want and pain and sorrow will be unknown.
In the meantime, he calls sinners to come home. And he calls his people to
leave their homes to fulfill his mission. He tells us, “Go … and make disciples
of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). This command is for all his people. Some will
not only leave home, but they will also leave city, or state, or even nation. All
must leave home to make disciples, even if it is only to cross the street. We go.
We leave. In this world we are strangers and exiles who follow the previously
homeless Messiah. Our earthly home was corrupted, but now Jesus is making
all things new. And he is using us to do it. As he prepares our new home, we
leave ours to go and bring as many as we can with us to our home with him.
So let’s first give thanks for the home God has given us. And then let us not
get too comfortable in it, for a far better home awaits. For the joy set before
us, let us go and make disciples, inviting all the prodigals around us to return
Home, where the Father eagerly awaits them.
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Day 38

To Live Is Christ:
A Tribute to Global Partner Lynda Oatley
Ellie Lundquist, Global Partner to Brazil

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.—Philippians 1:21

A few days before I was asked to write this devotional, I had the privilege of
being with a some of the other women who cared for Global Partner Lynda Oatley
during her illness and in her last days. We spent a couple of relaxing days together,
reminiscing and reflecting on Lynda’s life and the legacy she left—one of faithful,
love-filled service and complete dedication to the Lord. The root, or foundation,
of Lynda’s dedication and service was the unwavering conviction in the Lord’s
sovereignty, and this was obvious to all with whom she came in contact.
For those who didn’t know Lynda, she served the street children in one of the
poorest, most violent areas of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. She served as a chaplain
at a shelter for abused and trafficked children for almost 18 years. In Fall 2018,
Lynda was diagnosed with stage 4 ovarian cancer. In the two years following
that diagnosis, she underwent two major surgeries, chemotherapy, multiple
hospital stays, and finally she was taken home to Jesus almost exactly two
years after the diagnosis. During her treatment, she made the decision to stay
in Brazil and continue serving to the best of her ability. In her last month or
so, she was unable to eat or drink and was confined to her bed. For those of
you who knew Lynda, you will understand how hard this was for her. She was
an extremely active person and did not like just sitting around!
Throughout her illness, Lynda wrestled with the fact that she had to slow
down and couldn’t be as involved as she had been in the children’s shelter.
She felt so limited by how weak the surgeries and the chemo made her. On
one of her last days, she recorded a voice message she sent to me and to her
other caregivers. In it she explained a conversation she had with the Lord,
trying to understand why he hadn’t taken her Home yet.
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She said she had gone to the Lord wanting to learn what he had for her
in those days, confined to her bed. She knew her days were counted, that
God had a plan for each one she was on the earth, but she was struggling to
understand what he wanted her to learn in those days. She said that as she
lay there, the Lord reminded her that she still had a choice to make; whether
to pity herself or to worship him. She said that when she understood this,
she had to share with us what the Lord was teaching her.
He was reminding her that Jesus has given us his peace ( John 14:27). He has
given us everything we need to fight the spiritual battle for contentment
in him. When we look to him and choose to worship him in all of our
circumstances, we are winning the spiritual battle of defeating Satan, who is
constantly doing everything he can to take our focus off of Christ and make
us dissatisfied with what Christ has given us and who we are in him. When we
choose to worship Christ, we are showing him to be beautiful and all-satisfying.
When Pastor Brad Nelson asked me to write this devotional, he gave me
the theme “to live is Christ” and mentioned that I might like to write it as a
tribute to Lynda Oatley. This seemed perfect to me because Lynda’s life was
a life lived to Christ. Just like the apostle Paul, Lynda could say, “Be imitators
of me, as I am of Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1).
When we read Philippians (especially chapter 1) we can see Paul’s heart and
understand what he means when he says, “to live is Christ.” He is commending
the Philippian believers to live in a way that reflects who Jesus is! He reminds
them to abound in love, with knowledge and all discernment, so that they may
approve what is excellent and thus be pure and blameless … filled with the fruit
of righteousness that comes from Jesus Christ, for the praise and glory of God.
Paul is imploring them to live in a manner that is “worthy of the gospel of
Christ.” So when Paul says “to live is Christ,” he is saying that, whether in
life or death, Christ will be honored in him. He is saying that he who began
a good work in him will be faithful to complete it. He is saying that by living
in this way, whether he is imprisoned or free, Christ will be proclaimed.
This means to live in a way that makes Jesus big, that makes his Name great.
To make the decision, moment by moment, to worship him and to dwell in
the peace that he has given us. To be able to say (with confidence) that in all
circumstances, Christ will be praised.
Lynda lived in this way. She lived in a manner worthy of the gospel of
Christ. She lived her life in a way that reflected the beauty of who he is. She
understood what Paul meant when he said, “to live is Christ,” and now she
knows, “to die is gain”!
91

39
Day 39

Abiding in Jesus No Matter Where We Are
Tom Steller, US-Based Global Partner serving
Cameroon and former Pastor for Missions

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named, that according to the riches of his glory he
may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner
being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being
rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the
saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the
fullness of God.—Ephesians 3:14–19

Whether you are on a beach in Florida in peacetime or struggling in a
hospital room waiting for the next chemo treatment or hiding in the jungle
from rebels in the midst of a fierce battle, the safest place in the universe
is to be abiding in Christ. Jesus talks a lot about abiding in him (John 8:31).
He invites us to do it and gives us reason after reason to abide in him
(John 15:4–9). He not only invites us to abide in him, but he also promises
that he will abide in us (John 15:1–11). The apostle John teaches us that
abiding in the Son and the Father does not depend on some mysterious
incantation but is identified with the Word of God abiding in us. We live by
faith in the Scripture and the Scripture lives in us. This is called abiding in
Christ (1 John 2:24). Abiding has to do with continuing, enduring, persisting,
and remaining in the indwelling Son of God (2 Timothy 3:14). Abiding has to
do with a relationship with the living, triune God. Jesus said, “I am the true
vine, and my Father is the vinedresser” (John 15:1). He says that we are the
branches drawing nourishment from the vine (v. 5).
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Whether we are living in the comforts (and uncertainties!) of the U.S., or we
are living in a culture where so much feels so different, Jesus never changes
(Hebrews 13:8). In the Great Commission itself, he grounds his command to
make disciples of all nations with the promise of his presence: “Behold, I am
with you to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).
As Bethlehem is now 150 years old, I rejoice in its rich history of crosscultural ministry. I think of all the people that our church has sent out. I
think of Ola & Minnie Hanson, with 37 years of abiding in Jesus, translating
the Bible into Kachin; Harvey & Barb Espland, and their decades of
service in the Philippines; Steve & Julie Anderson, “retiring” after 50 years
of translating and training and coaching translators mostly in Cameroon;
Steve & Dorothy Nelson, and 47 years of medical and musical ministry in
Ecuador—and the list could go on and on. I also think of our thousands
of short-termers who have been sent out from this church, learning new
dimensions of abiding in Christ as they find themselves in places and
situations they couldn’t have imagined. I think especially of our dear Alex
Steddom, who died suddenly and unexpectedly after leading a season of
worship in Ireland. The only way we could hope to survive this grief was
through abiding in Christ. I think of a number of our members who are
currently serving in the hardest of places, where they abide in Jesus, still
waiting for more visible fruit in more people. I think of one of our folks who
found himself in prison, falsely accused of murder, and how his team had to
learn to abide in Jesus as they pleaded for his release.
In whatever circumstances we find ourselves or our loved ones, may God
help us not to abide in our own anxious thoughts, our past or present sins,
the opinions of others, or the lies of the enemy. May we instead abide in
Christ and welcome afresh his indwelling presence. As we all long for everdeepening experiences of the indwelling Christ, let’s meditate on and pray
the words of the apostle Paul in his inspired prayer in Ephesians 3:14–21,
“For this reason I kneel before the Father …”
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40
Day 40

Celebrating 150 Years of Ministry

Todd Rasmuson, US-Based Global Partner with
Orphan’s Joy and former Pastor for Global Outreach

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. And the
Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with
them.” So he told them this parable: “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if
he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go
after the one that is lost, until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on
his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and
his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was
lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.”—Luke 15:1–7

An eight-year old girl in Brazil (I will call her Jenny) ran from home, away
from her mom’s boyfriend who was abusing her. Jenny slept on the streets
near a shopping mall, too angry and afraid to return home, selling her little
body to strange men for food. Eventually, the Brazilian authorities were
alerted, and Jenny was brought to a children’s home where Lynda Oatley, a
long-time global partner from Bethlehem, served as a teacher and counselor.
In anger and fear, Jenny pushed away Lynda’s care, tore her pillows, broke
her toys, and ran away, back to the streets and into the embrace of men
with money. Lynda and her colleagues searched the streets, found her, spoke
words of love to her, and brought her back to the children’s home. Again,
Jenny destroyed whatever she could and ran away at the first opportunity.
And again, Lynda and others came for her.
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Eventually, Jenny stayed. And later, as a 9-year old, she walked to the front of
the church to share her testimony: “I knew that you truly loved me. I kept
running away, and you always came after me.” To the cheering of many on
earth and in heaven, Jenny believed in Jesus, our Good Shepherd. She found
safety on his strong shoulders, acceptance, and forgiveness in his words.
A lost sheep had been found.
In Luke 15:1–7, Jesus shares the parable of the lost sheep: A chance to show
his heart for a repentant sinner, a tax collector willing to hear, and a people
group willing to believe. Jesus pursues the lost (v. 3), he gathers the weak into
his arms (v. 5), and rejoices (v. 6). The heart of our Savior is magnificent, and
heaven celebrates with him (v. 7).
As we celebrate 150 years of Bethlehem ministry, our celebration turns a
bright spotlight onto Jesus, the One who leads our rejoicing. Jesus has come,
he has pursued, he has found, he has carried, he has saved, and he has called
us to display his heart to the nations of the world.
After serving African nations for many years, Tamara and I loved serving our
global partners 2012–2019, while I was Bethlehem’s Pastor for Global Outreach.
And yet, we heard again our Good Shepherd’s passionate call for the lost,
so Tamara and I have returned to the field to get a front-row seat of Jesus
at work through the international ministry of Orphan’s Joy, an organization
begun by families in our church.
According to UNICEF, nearly 140 million children worldwide are classified
as orphans, with 15 million who have lost both parents—the equivalent
population to about five Twin Cities. Each child matters to Jesus, and the
world is watching those who are willing to display hearts similar to our Good
Shepherd. We have an opportunity to show the gospel in action and to teach
the meaning of our efforts. May many children, communities, churches, and
nations see and hear a testimony among them similar to Jenny’s: “I knew
that you truly loved me.”
Thank you, Bethlehem, for your faithful giving, praying, and witness to the
world. We celebrate together in 2021, and heaven joins with us to remember
every lost one who has been found.
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