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SPREADING A PASSION FOR THE SUPREMACY OF GOD IN ALL THINGS FOR THE JOY OF ALL PEOPLES 

THROUGH JESUS CHRIST.



2021 Budget | Presentation Overview

Inform:

• Giving and spending recaps through first three quarters, last 

month, and last week

• General historical giving charts

Encourage:

• Targeted generosity

• Several major projects completed and/or underway

Challenge:

• Recent words from Bethlehem leaders

• Prayerfully consider our financial participation at end of 2021



2021 Budget: Inform | Quarters 1-3 Recap

Through 1st Quarter:

• Budgeted giving: $2.2M

• Actual giving: $2.06M  (actual spending: $2.24M)

Through 2nd Quarter:

• Budgeted giving: $4.6M

• Actual giving: $4.18M (actual spending: $4.69M)

Through 3rd Quarter:

• Budgeted giving: $7.0M

• Actual giving: $6.13M (actual spending: $7.06M)



2021 Budget: Inform | Quarter 4

Through first 11 months (November 30):

• Budgeted giving: $8.625M

• Actual giving: $7.602M (actual spending: $8.676M)

Through last week (December 5):

• Budgeted giving: $8.875M

• Actual giving: $7.811M 

• Comparison: 2020 YTD comparison actual giving was $8.05M

2021 budget summary, with 2020 actual giving comparison:

• 2021 approved budget: $10.2M

• 2020 actual giving: $9.33M







December Giving: What Will God Do in 2021? 

11/30/21 Giving: $7.6M  |  2021 Estimated Expenses: $9.6M  |  Dec. 2021 Need: $2.0M 



2021 Encouragement | Special Projects

Last Year’s Annual Meeting: We highlighted a critical need for 

(unbudgeted) North Campus 20+ year old roof replacement. God met that 

need through a special designated gift that then freed up Building & 

Property replacement reserves and other budgeted funds to be used for 

several special projects, including:

• Downtown Commons carpet replacement:

• North Campus sign

• North Campus Commons and Sanctuary carpet replacement

Additional project: A recent special designated gift will also make it 

possible to extend the current North Campus carpet project, and replace 

old carpet in the chapel and C&D hallways.



North Campus Roof | Replacement Project
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150th Event | Pastor Emeritus John Piper

Excerpt from Pastor Emeritus John Piper’s remarks at our 150th

Anniversary Celebration Gathering on November 21: 

“… He [God] can do this—he can do this! … Because God owns everything, he 

made the world, he upholds it by the word of his power, he stopped the sun in 

the sky, he splits seas, he feeds five thousand with a few loaves and fishes, he 

raises the dead, he puts coins in fish’s mouths. There’s not a problem here! We 

can do this! So let’s believe, let’s trust him, let’s make him our treasure here at 

the end of the year, and show that by giving to his cause.”



Downtown Campus | Pastor Kenny Stokes

Excerpt from Pastor Kenny Stokes’ Downtown Campus update email on 

December 3, “Fear Not”: 

“… the fight of faith is not denial of the fears and anxieties of our lives. But rather, 

the fears and anxieties of our lives are occasions to trust in our God ... “casting all 

your anxieties on him, because he cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7).

“Applying this word to our church finances, please pray, asking God to provide for 

our church financial needs as we close out the calendar year (and) please give 

cheerfully, as the Lord leads. Together, we are trusting God to provide for all our 

church needs according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus (cf. Philippians 4:19).



North Campus | Pastor Steven Lee

Excerpt from Pastor Steven Lee’s North Campus update email on 

December 3, “Advent, Abortion, and Generosity”:

“… I know many worthy organizations have asked for your financial support 

during this season. … I mainly want to say thank you to all those who have 

faithfully and joyfully given to Bethlehem to enable us to continue to proclaim 

Christ and serve the nations and our neighbors. … Recently, generous 

congregants provided the funds so that we are able to replace additional carpet 

at the North Campus that was well past its lifespan. Praise God for his provision 

through this family. As we collectively trust God to provide all that we need, 

please prayerfully consider how you can participate in supporting the needs of 

the church through your financial resources.”



South Campus | Pastor Dave Zuleger

Excerpts from Pastor Dave Zuleger’s South Campus Update email on 

December 4, “Affliction + Poverty = Generosity”:

“… As we approach the end of the year, my prayer is that you would view the 

South congregation as a people and place that helps serve your joy in Jesus, 

that makes you want to share your joy in Jesus with your neighbors and that is 

committed to seeing the joy of Christ spread through church plants and global 

outreach. So I’d simply ask you to take some time to pray and then give 

according to that joy. That is what grace causes us to do. The joy that comes 

from considering the grace makes us overflow in generosity. And the promise in 

giving is that it is “more blessed [happy!] to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). ..”



December 2021 Giving: Pray for Strong Finish

11/30/21 Giving: $7.6M  |  2021 Estimated Expenses: $9.6M  |  Dec. 2021 Need: $2.0M 



Questions?
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Thanksgiving and Peace 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 

God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” —Philippians 4:6–7


