
Excerpt from The Treasure Principle by Randy Alcorn 
 
 
Imagine you’re alive at the end of the Civil War. You’re living in the South, but you are a 
Northerner. You plan to move home as soon as the war is over. While in the South 
you’ve accumulated lots of Confederate currency. Now, suppose you know for a fact 
that the North is going to win the war and the end is imminent. What will you do with 
your Confederate money?  
 
If you’re smart, there’s only one answer. You should immediately cash in your 
Confederate currency for U.S. currency—the only money that will have value once the 
war is over. Keep only enough Confederate currency to meet your short-term needs.  
 
As a Christian, you have inside knowledge of an eventual worldwide upheaval caused 
by Christ’s return. This is the ultimate insider trading tip: Earth’s currency will become 
worthless when Christ returns—or when you die, whichever comes first. (And either 
event could happen at any time.)  
 
Investment experts known as market timers read signs that the stock market is about to 
take a downward turn, then recommend switching funds immediately into more 
dependable vehicles such as money markets, treasury bills, or certificates of deposit.  
 
Jesus functions here as the foremost market timer. He tells us to once and for all switch 
investment vehicles. He instructs us to transfer our funds from earth (which is volatile 
and ready to take a permanent dive) to heaven (which is totally dependable, insured by 
God Himself, and is coming soon to forever replace earth’s economy). Christ’s financial 
forecast for earth is bleak—but He’s unreservedly bullish about investing in heaven, 
where every market indicator is eternally positive!  
 
There’s nothing wrong with Confederate money, as long as you understand its limits. 
Realizing its value is temporary should radically affect your investment strategy. To 
accumulate vast earthly treasures that you can’t possibly hold on to for long is 
equivalent to stockpiling Confederate money even though you know it’s about to 
become worthless.  
 
According to Jesus, storing up earthly treasures isn’t simply wrong. It’s just plain stupid. 
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